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For the Army, our comradbs and our friends, 
THE Navy has nothing but the drbpbst respect 

AND ADMIRATION. 



INTRODUCTION 



)0 

CO 



This Journal, completed before leaving the front in 
October, 1900, does not assume to be more than a some- 
what rough and unadorned record of my personal ex- 
periences during ten months of the South African (Boer) 
Campaign of 1899-1900 while in detached command of 
two i2-pounder guns of H.M.S. Terrible and H.M.S. Tartar. 
Having been asked by some of my friends to publish it, I 
am emboldened to do so, in the hope that the Journal 
may be of interest to those who read it, as giving some 
idea of work done by a Naval Brigade when landed for 
service at a most critical time. A few notes on Fiekl 
Gunnery are appended with a view to give to others a 
few ideas which I picked up while serving with the guns 
on shore, after a previous experience as Gunnery lieu- 
tenant in H.M.S Thetis and Cambrian. 

For the photographs given I must record my thanks 
to Lieutenant Qutterbuck, R.N., Mr. HoUins, R.N., 
and other kind friends. 



C. R. N. B. 



Aprii^ 1902. 
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CHAPTER I 

Outbreak of the war— The Transport Service and despatch of Army 
Corps from Southampton — Departure of a Naval Brigade from 
England and landing at Capetown and Durban— I join H.M.S. 
PhilotneL 

During a short leave of absence in Scotland, after my 
return from Flag-Lieutenant's service in India with Rear- 
Admiral Archibald L. Douglas, that very kind friend, now 
Lord of the Admiralty, appointed me (5th October, 1899) 
to the Transport Service at Southampton, in connection 
with the embarkation of the various Army Corps for the 
war in South Africa. As the smnmons came by wire, I had 
to leave Stirling in a hurry, collect my various goods and 
chattels in London, and make the best of my way to 
Southampton. I reported myself at the Admiralty Trans- 
port Office on Monday the 9th, and at once commenced 
work, visiting certain ships with Captain Barnard, the 
Port Transport Officer, and picking up the ^'hang" of 
the thing, and what was wanted. Captain Graham- 
White, R.N., came down in the afternoon to take charge 
of our proceedings. From that date up to the 22nd, or 
thereabouts, we Transport Lieutenants simply had charge 

I 



2 WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 

of certain vessels fitting out, and had to inspect for the 
Admiralty the many freight and transport ships which 
came in from other centres, such as London, Liverpool, 
etc., to be officially passed at Southampton ; among others 
the Goorkha and Gascon^ two Union Liners, came particu- 
larly imder me, and I shall always remember the courtesy 
of their officials, particularly Captain Wait and the in- 
defatigable Mr. Langley, who saw that we transport officers 
were well looked after on board each day. Everything in 
connection with this Line seemed to me during my time 
at Southampton to be very well done, and so our work 
went swimmingly. 

Besides m3rself were Lieutenants McDonald, Nelson, 
and Crawford, R.N., as Transport Officers, and we co- 
operated with a staff of military officers under Colonel 
Stacpole, D.A.A.G., with whom we got on very well, so 
that we ran the work through quickly and without a 
hitch. Sir Redvers BuUer left Southampton in the 
DunoUar Castle on the 15th October, and we all saw him 
off ; in fact, McDonald and I represented the Admiralty 
at the final inspection of the ship before sailing. There 
was, of course, a scene of great enthusiasm, and many 
people were there, among whom were Sir Michael Cuhne 
Se}miour, Alexander Sinclair his Flag-Lieutenant, and 
Lady and Miss Fullerton. All this time we were more 
than busy inspecting and getting ships ready up to the 
22nd, when the departure of the First Army Corps com- 
menced; we got away five transports that day within 
half an hour of each other, all taking some 1,500 men ; 
they were, if my memory serves me, the Malia^ Pavonia, 
Hawarden Castle^ Roslin Castle, and Yorkshire ; the next 
few da3^ we did similar work from 8 a.m. tiU dark, getting 
away about three ships a day on an average. 

During the week Commander Heriz, R.N., and myself. 
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representing the Admiralty, inspected the hospital ships 
spartan and Trojan before their start ; they had been fitted 
out under the Commander's superintendence, and were 
perfect ; in fact, one almost wished to be a sick man to 
try them ! All these continued departures aroused great 
public interest ; on one day we had the Commander-in- 
Chief (Lord Wolsdey), Lord Methuen, Sir William Gatacre, 
and many other Generals ; and on another the Duke of 
Connaught came to see the ist Bn. Scots Guards off in 
the Nubia and gave them a message from the Queen ; he 
came again a few days later to see his old regiment, the 
Rifle Brigade, off in the German, and he and the Transport 
Officers were photographed many times. I was told 
afterwards that my own portrait appeared very often 
in the cinematographs of these scenes, which were then 
very popular and were exhibited to crowded audiences 
in all the London and Provincial Music HaUs and else- 
where. I was very pleased on this occasion to meet my 
old First Lieutenant of the Cambrian, now Commander 
Mark Kerr, R.N., who was also seeing the Rifle Brigade 
off with a party of relatives whom I took over the KUdonan 
Castle. 

Here I may mention, to show the different rates of speed, 
that the German carrying the Rifle Brigade, actually 
arrived at Capetown some hours after the Briton (in 
which I myself left later on for South Africa), although it 
started ten days before us. I have very pleasant recollec- 
tions of being associated with Major Edwards of the Berk- 
shire Regiment in embarking the Reserves of the 3rd Bn. 
Grenadier Guards in the Goorkha, which ship I had been 
superintending for so long ; I was able to get their Com- 
manding Officer, Major Kincaid, two good cabins, for 
which I think he was much obliged to me. These Reserves 
were going to Gibraltar to pick-up the main Battalions of 

I — 2 






4 WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 

their regiment which took part later on (3rd and 4th 
November) in Lord Methuen's actions at Behnont and 
Graspan. 

After the 27th October the transport ships left South- 
ampton in ones and twos, and we were not so hard pushed ; 
in fact, the work was becoming rather monotonous, till, 
on the evening of the 2nd November, our Secretary, 
Mr. Alton, R.N., rushed up to me with a wire telling me 
to be prepared immediately to leave for the Cape. I was 
very pleased, and thought m3rself extremdy lucky to get 
out to the scene of war with a chance of going to the front ; 
and after saying a hurried good-bye to all my friends I 
left Southampton on the 4th November in the Briton ; 
my father* saw me ofE and gave me some letters of intro- 
duction ; Lord Wolseley also kindly wrote about me to 
Sir Redvers Buller ; all my old colleagues of the Transport 
Service gave me a most cordial send-ofi, and we steamed 
out of the docks about 7 p.m. in heavy rain, which did not, 
however, damp the enthusiasm of htmdreds of people who 
waited to see the last of us. In saying farewell to the 
Transport Service I could not help thinking how much 
courtesy and assistance we transport oflftcers received 
from the captains and officers of all the ships under our 
inspection, and how much we admired their keen feeling 
and hard work in the interests of the public service. I 
hope this may be recognised when war rewards are given. 

Our voyage was a good one, being calm enough after 
the first day, and all going well up to Madeira (where I 
landed for the sixth time) as well as on the onward voyage 
in which we went through the usual routine of ship Ufe 
until we arrived at the Cape on Monday, 20th November. 
The Bay was full of transports, and they seemed still to 
be pouring m every hour ; we did not hear much news 

* General Sir Owen Tudor Bume. 
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except that Ladysmith was still safe, and we at once 
entrained for Simon's Bay, a pretty train journey of about 
an hour and a half, where the fleet were Isnng. Now com- 
menced the bad luck of the Brigade ^' wot never landed,'' 
we all got drafted to various ships instead of going to the 
front in a body as we had hoped and expected, and my 
lot was to join the flagship Doris. Much to our disap- 
pointment a Naval Brigade had been landed the day before 
our arrival for Lord Methuen's force ; we ourselves were 
therefore r^arded for the moment as hardly wanted, 
and the Admiral was, we were told, dead against landing 
any more sailors. So we were both afflicted and depressed. 
I had, however, a pleasant time on the DariSy and found 
myself senior watch keeper on board. At night many 
precautions were taken in the fleet ; guards were landed 
in the dockyard with orders to fire on any suspicious boat, 
and a patrol boat steamed roimd the fleet all night up to 
daylight with similar orders ; we ourselves often went on 
shore for route marching and company drill and had a 
grand time. 

I may mention, in passing, that all the bluejackets who 
were landed at Simon's Bay for shore duty were fitted 
with khaki suits, viz., tunics and trousers and hat covers, 
drawn from the military stores. With the trousers the 
men wore brown gaiters, and each man was provided with 
two pairs of service boots ; they all wore their white straw 
hats fitted with khaki covers and looked very workman- 
like in heavy marching order. The Marines also wore 
khaki and helmets, and had stripes of marine colours (red, 
Uue and yellow) on the helmets to distinguish the Corps. 
Each batch of bluejackets that were sent to the front, 
about twelve men in a batch, was allowed two canvas 
bags to hold spare clothes and other gear, and took three 
days' provisions and water. The haversacks were all 
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stained khaJd with Condy's fluid, and the guns were all 
painted khaki colour. 

We saw a great many people at Capetown, and while 
there, Colonel Gatdiffe, Royal Marines, the head Press 
censor, told Moiigan and myself a lot of instructive facts 
about the work at the Telegraph Ofl&ces, and how all foreign 
telegrams in cipher to South Africa giving news to the 
Boers, as well as those from them, had been stopped. Some 
300 telegrams sent after Elandslaagte by Boer agents at 
Capetown had been thus suppressed. When we saw 
Colonel Gatclifie he was busily engaged passing telegrams, 
which had to be read and signed by him at the Telegraph 
Office before they were allowed to be despatched. 

All went well at Simon's Bay until November 24th, 
when we heard of Lord Methuen's fight and heavy 
casualties at Belmont, followed soon by news of the 
heavy loss (105 killed and wounded) incurred by the 
Naval Brigade at Graspan chiefly among the marines. I 
think that the general idea in the fleet was admiration for 
our comrades and gratitude to Lord Methuen for giving 
the Navy a chance of distinction ; but I am told these 
views were not shared by our Chief. A force of forty 
seamen and fifty marines were now ordered oflE to the 
front at once to fill up these casualties. Naturally we all 
wanted to go, but the Admiral could not send us and 
drafted us o& to various ships, my own destinaticm 
being H.M.S. PhUotnel, then at Durban, which I 
reached in the transport Idaho, a Wilson Liner, We had 
on board a Field Battery and other details with six guns 
and 250 horses. I was much interested in the horses, 
who had a fine deck to themselves and were very fit ; 
they were in fact ^Bus horses, and very good ones. 

There were some Highland officers and others on board 
who had been wounded and were now going back to Natal 
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after recovery ; they told us how cunning the Boers were 
in selecting positions ; one saw nothing of them, they said, 
on a hill but the muzzle of their rifles ; they are only 
killed in retreat ; they pick out any dark object as a man, 
such as a great-coat, training their rifles on it so as to 
fire directly he rises and advances. One of the officers 
told us how he saw at Elandslaagte a Scotchman who had 
been put by the Boers in their firing line with his hands 
tied behind his back because he had refused to fight for 
them ; apparently the man escaped uninjured and was 
taken prisoner with the rest after the fight by our Lancers, 
swearing when liberated many oaths of vengeance on the 
Boers. Colonel Sheil told one of our officers, Conmiander 
Dundas, who was in charge of him and other prisoners 
on board the Penelope at Simon's Bay, that the only fault 
of our men was their rashness, and oiu: Cavalry did not, 
he said, throw out sufficient scouting parties, missing 
himself and others on one occasion by not doing so ; the 
Boers had not reckoned, he said, on Naval guns being 
landed, and placed great reliance on European interfer- 
ence. In his opinion, the war would be over the moment 
we entered Boer territory, and everything seemed at the 
moment to point to this conclusion. These Boer prisoners, 
who were all got at Elandslaagte, talked English well, 
and appeared, by all accotmts, to have a good feeling 
and respect for the English, but they were very down 
upon the capitalists and others whom they blamed for 
the war. 

To-day, at sea, as I write this (28th November), a S.E. 
breeze makes it delightfully cool. Indeed, I found the 
climate of Capetown, although the hot weather was 
b^inning, delightful; a regular champagne air and a 
very hot sun, yet altogether a nice dry heat which quickly 
brought all the skin ofi my face at Simon's Bay after one 
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day's march with the Battalion up the hilk. I expect to 
find Natal much damper, and no doubt it will be very wet 
and cold at night in the hiU country. 

Thursday^ 2,0th November. — The wind which has been 
blowing in our teeth has now moderated, so we may 
reach Durban earlier than we hoped, as we are only about 
300 miles off. I watched the battery horses being exer- 
cised and fed this morning ; they are mostly well accus- 
tomed to the ship's motion, but it is amusing sometimes 
to see about a dozen stalwart gunners shoving the horses 
behind to get them back to their stalls and eventually 
conquering after much eneigy and language, and after 
desperate resistance on the part of the horses ; these old 
'Bus horses are strong and fit, and have very good decks 
forward and aft for their half-hour exercise each day ; 
while they are exercising, their stalls are cleaned out and 
scrubbed with chloride of lime. It is most interesting 
to watch their eagerness to go to their food, for they are 
always hungry ! 

Friday y 1st December. — ^We arrived at Durban at 5 a.m. 
and anchored in the roadstead. In the Bay are H.M.S. 
Terrible and Forte ; also a Dutch man-of-war, the Fries- 
landy a fine looking cruiser ; there are also eleven trans- 
ports at anchor. Inside the Bay are the Philomel (my 
ship) and Tartar y besides a lot of other transports, including 
my old friend the Briton. Durban is a striking place from 
the sea; very green and cultivated, apd with rows of 
houses extending along a high ridge overlooking the town. 
It all looks very pretty and one might fancy one's self in 
England. A strong breeze is blowing, so it is quite cool. 
An officer from the Forte tells us that Estcourt is relieved 
and that the Boers are massing south of Colenso ready for 
a big fight. Our army have apparently to bridge some 
ravines before advancing. The guns of the Forte and 
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* 

Philomel are at Estcourt with landing parties. Com- 
mander Dundas and Lieutenants Buckle and Dooner join 
tiie Forte and I join the Philomel. Tugs came out at i p.m. 
and took us in over the bar; we passed close to the 
Philomel and were heartily cheered ; then we went along- 
side the jetty, where staflf officers came on board with 
orders. Commander Holland (Indian Marine) is here in 
charge of Naval transport and is an old acquaintance, as 
we met last year at Bombay. I got on board the Philomel 
without delay and found myself Captain of her, as her 
Captain (Bearcroft) had gone to take the Flag-Captain's 
place with Lord Methuen's force, and Halsey, the First 
Lieutenant, was at Estcourt with some 12-pounder guns. 
About thirty men of the Philomel are on shore under two 
officers, and one of her 47 guns is up at Ladysmith. I 
hear that all guns north of Pietermaritzburg are under 
command of Captain Jones, R.N., of the Forte ; and, in 
fact, all the ships here at present, viz., the TerribUy 
Forte, Philomdy and Tartar , have landing parties at the 
front. 

I reported m3rself to Commander ,F. Morgan, senior 
officer of the Tartar y who was pleased to see me as he is 
an old friend, I having served with him in 1894 in the 
Royal 5racht (Victoria and Albert), from which we were 
both promoted on the same day (28th August, 1894). I 
also called on the Commandant of Durban, Captain Percy 
Scott of the Terrible, at his headquarter office in the town. 
I found him busily engaged in making-up plans and photos 
of Durban, as well as his designs for field and siege mount- 
ings for the 4*7 and 12-pounder guns, to forward to Admiral 
Douglas, my late Commander-in-Chief ; he showed them 
to me, and ordered me to take over command of the 
Philomel for the present. I have met a lot of old friends, 
and find the ship itself dean, smart, and comfortable. 
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The weather is changeable and very hot. Captain Scott 
has ordered martial law in the town, and everyone found 
in the streets after ii p.m. is locked up. The story goes 
that Captain Scott himself was locked up one night by 
mistake ! 

Tuesday^ $th December, — Captain Scott sent on board a 
kind letter from the Governor of Natal (Sir Walter Hdy- 
Hutchinson) who has spoken to Sir Redvers Buller about 
me. An early advance is expected on Colenso, and it 
seems on the cards that some strategic move will soon be 
made to outflank the Boers and commence relief opera- 
tions on behalf of poor Lad3^mith. 



CHAPTER II 

I depart for the front with a Q.-F. Battery from H.M.S. Terrible — 
Concentration of General Bailer's army at Frere and Chieveley 
— Preliminary bombardment of the Boer lines at Colenso — ^The 
attack and defeat at Colenso — Christmas Day in camp. 

On the 6th December there was much rejoicing in the fleet 
on accomit of an order from Headquarters that a battery 
of eight Naval guns was to go to the front to reinforce 
Sir Redvers Buller. Lieutenant Ogilvy, of the Terrible, 
was appointed to command, while Melville of the Forte, 
Deas of the Philomel, and m}^f , were the next fortunate 
three who were to accompany it. The battery, drilled 
and previously prepared by Captain Scott and Lieutenant 
Drummond, entrained the next day (7th) for its destina- 
tion ; but as I had to remain behind awaiting a wire from 
Headquarters, I was unable to start till the next morning, 
when I left for Frere, accompanied by my servant, Gilbert 
of the Marines. What a day of excitement we passed 
through, and how much we, who were oflf to the front, 
felt for those left behind ! I gave over command of the 
Philomel to Lieutenant Hughes, the men gave me three 
cheers, and I left Durban amid many farewells and con- 
gratulations at my good luck. 

Reaching Pietermaritzburg early on the 8th, we went 
onwards after breakfast to Estcourt. The railway is a 
succession of sharp curves and steep gradients and is a 
single tine only. AH the bridges on the line are carefully 
guarded, as far as Mooi JRiver, by Natal Volunteers. I 
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was much struck with the outlook all the way to Estcourt ; 
a very fine country, beautifully green, with a succession 
of hiUs, valle)^, and small isolated woods ; in fact, if the 
country was more cultivated one might have thought it 
England, but it seems to be mostly grass land and mealy 
(Indian com) fields. At Mooi River a farmer got into the 
train who had been driven from his farm near Estcourt 
when the Boers invaded Natal ; he had lost all his cattle 
and clothes, while everything on his farm had been 
wantonly destroyed, and the poor fellow was now return- 
ing to the wreck with his small daughter. 

On reaching Estcourt in the afternoon we found to our 
dismay that we could not get on any further for the 
moment ; so I walked up to see Halsey of the Philomel^ 
at his camp about half a mile from the station, and took 
him some newspapers. We had a bathe in the Tugela 
River, and I afterwards met Wyndham of the 6oth Rifles 
who was A.D.C. to the Governor of Ceylon while I was 
Flag-Lieutenant to Admiral Douglas, and we were 
mutually pleased to meet again so unexpectedly. The 
Somersets marched in during the course of the morning 
from Nottingham Road; they all looked very fit, but 
seem to have the somewhat impopular duty of holding 
the fines of communication. 

Here I met also Lady Sykes and Miss Kennedy, doing 
nursing ; they were staying at a Red Cross sort of convent 
close to the station. Lady Sykes gave me some books 
and wished me the best of luck, at which I was pleased. 
I believe she is writing a book of her experiences in the 
war and I shall be much interested to read it when I get 
home. It came on to pour with rain, with vivid Ughtning, 
about 8 p.m., so I was thankful to be under cover at the 
station ; the poor soldiers outside were being washed out 
of their tents, and some unfortunate Natal Mounted 
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Volunteers, who only arrived an hour beforehand, had 
no tents at all and had a very poor time of it. 

Eventually I got off by train next morning (9th) for 
Frere, Captain Reeves, R.S.O., of the BvdSs, who did me 
many kindnesses later on, having secured a compartment 
for me in a carriage which was shunted for the night, and 
in which I was very comfortable, although disturbed by 
continuous shuntings of various trains and carriages 
which made one realize how much work was falling on the 
railway officials and employes. In our train were fifty 
Natal Naval Volunteers imder Lieutenants Anderton and 
Chiazzari. I was much struck with their good appearance 
and their silent work in stowing their gear in the train, 
and I realized their worth all the more when they joined 
up later on with our Brigade ; all staid, oldish men, full 
of go and well dressed, while their officers were very 
capable, with a complete knowledge of the country. 

We reached Frere Station on the morning of the loth, 
passing the sad sight of the Frere railway bridge com- 
pletely wrecked by the Boers. I walked out to the camp 
and had never seen such a fine sight before ; rows and 
rows of tents stretching for miles, and an army of about 
20,000 men. I found our electric searchlight party at the 
station waiting to go on, and I was thankful to get a 
breakfast with them. Eventually our train moved on to 
the camp of the Naval batteries, about 2i miles due north 
of Frere, and I at once marched up with the Natal Naval 
Volunteers, reported myself to Captain Jones, and joined 
my guns, finding all the rest of the Naval officers here, viz. : 
Captain Jones, Commander Limpus, and Lieutenants 
Ogilvy, Melville, Richards, Deas, Hunt, and Wilde, with 
half a dozen " Mids " of the Terrible. In camp were two 
47 guns on the new field mounting, one battery of eight 
i2-pounders, and another of four 12-poimder quick-firers. 
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On Sunday afternoon (loth December) an impressive 
Church service was held in the open, with ourselves form- 
ing the right face of the square along with Hart's Irish 
Brigade. In the course of next day (nth) I rode up to 
see James' battery on the kopje to our front defending 
the camp, and got my first glimpse of Colenso and the 
country around, some ten miles off. I found that James's 
gims had very mobile limbers which he had built at Maritz- 
burg, very different to our cimibersome wagons with guns 
tied up astern. In the afternoon Melville and I had tea 
with General Hart who was very agreeable and kind, and 
said he knew my father, and my axmt. Lady Brind, very 
well. 

In the evening orders suddenly came for limpus' battery 
of 4*7*s, my two 12-pounders, and Richards' four 
i2-pounders to advance the next morning (12th) at 
4 a.m. to Chievdey, some seven miles from the Boer lines ; 
and here again I was in luck's way as being one of the 
fortunates ordered to the front. All was now bustle and 
hurry to get away, and eventually the line of Naval guns, 
some two miles long with ammimition and baggage 
wagons, moved out in the gray of morning over the hills, 
with an escort of Irish Fusiliers, who looked very smart, 
" wearin' of the green " in their helmets. 

We reached Chievdey at 8 p.m. (12th), after a long, 
dusty march, and got into position next morning on a 
small kopje about two miles to its front, called afterwards 
" Gun Hill." Guns were unlimbered and shell pits dug, 
while the wagons were all placed under cover ; we received 
orders on arrival for immediate action, and at 9.30 a.m. 
we commenced shelling the enemy at a range of 9,500 
yards. The 47 guns on the right fired the first shot, my 
two 12-pounders followed quickly, and a desultory shell 
fire went on for some hours. At my position we dug pits 
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for the gun trails in order to get a greater elevation, and 
we plumped one or two shots on the trenches near the 
Colenso Bridge. The shooting of the 47's, with their 
telescopic sights and easy ranging, was beautiful ; shdl 
after shell, many of them lyddite, burst in the Boer 
trenches, and we soon saw streams of Boer wagons trekking 
up the valley beyond, while at the same time one of the 
Boer camps, 10,000 y^ids off, was completely demolished. 

All this time otu* Biograph friends from home were gaily 
taking views of us, and they took two of m3^elf and my 
guns while firing. Of course, the anxious officers of 
batteries had to lay the guns personally at this early 
stage, and every shot was a difficult matter, as at the 
extreme range we were firing, with the lengthening pieces 
on, the sighting was rather guesswork, and we had to 
judge mainly by the explosion at a distance of five and 
a half miles. We were all done up after our exertions 
under a broiling sun, and hence were not used any more 
that day (12th). Behind us we saw miles of troops and 
transport on the march onwards, which gave us the idea, 
and also probably the Boers, that BuUer was planning 
a forward attack ; and indeed, late at night on the 13th, 
the 47 Battery was told to move on to a kopje two miles 
in advance ; my own guns, with the Irish Fusiliers being 
left to protect the ground on which we were then camped. 

Orders came shortly afterwards for a general advance 
to the Tugela, and Captain Jones told me that I had^been 
given the rear and left to defend from all flank attacks, 
and that I was to move on at daybreak of the 15th to an 
advanced kopje and place myself imder Colonel Reeves 
of the Irish Fusiliers. All was now excitement ; the first 
great fight was at length to come off and our f ellowsjwere 
full of confidence. 

At 2 a.m., pitch dark, after a lot of hard work][to get 
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OUT guns ready, we struck camp ; up rode Colonel Reeves 
with his regiment and threw out an advanced guard, and 
out we tramped and crossed the railway. Here we found 
all the field guns and Infantry on the move, and had great 
difficulty in getting on ; but at last, at 5 a.m., we reached 
the desired kopje where I had been sent on to select gun 
positions. Before us stretched the battlefield for four 
nules to Colenso and the river ; the Boers across the 
Tugela occupied an enormously strong position flanked 
by hills, all their trenches were absolutely hidden, and 
gun positions seemed to be everywhere. The iron bridge 
of Colenso was plainly visible through my telescope and 
was intact, and to all intents and purposes there was not 
a soul anywhere in sight to oppose our advance. 

The Naval Battery of 47 and the 12-pounders under 
Captain Jones quickly got into position in front of us, and 
on all sides we saw our troops being thrown forward Ux 
extended order, forming a front of about four miles, with 
Cavalry thrown out on the flanks and field batteries 
galloping up the valley to get into range at 4,000 y^xds. 
All was dead silence till about 5.30 a.m., when the Naval 
guns commenced a heavy shell fire on the Boer positions. 
It was a fine sight ; shell after shell poured in for an hour 
on the Boer trenches at a range of S,ooo yards, and all 
was soon one mass of smoke and flame. Not a soimd 
came in reply till our troops reached the river bank, when 
the most terrific rifle fire I have ever heard of, or thought 
of, in my life, was opened from the Boer rifle pits and 
trenches on the river bank which had completely en- 
trapped our men. Colonel Long, in command of the 
Artillery on the right of the hne, unwittingly or by order, 
led his batteries in close intervals to within easy rifle 
range of those pits, when suddenly came this hail of 
bullets, which in a few minutes completely wrecked two 
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field batteries (the 14th and 66th Batteries), killed their 
horses and a large number of the men, and threw four 
of the Naval 12-pounders under Ogilvy into confusion, 
although he was fortunately able to bring the guns safely 
out of action in a most gallant manner, .with the loss of 
a few men wounded aud thirty-seven oxen. 

Many brave deeds were done here. Schofield, Con- 
greve, Roberts, Reed, and others of the R.A. specially 
distinguished themselves by galloping-in fresh teams or 
using the only horses left in the two batteries, and bringing 
two guns out of action. With others at this spot poor 
Roberts met a heroic death and Colonel Long was badly 
wounded. 

The firing all along the river bank was now frightful ; 
shells from well-concealed Boer batteries plaj^ con- 
tinuously upon our troops ; the sun was also fearfully 
hot without a breath of air ; and about 9 a.m. we noticed 
a sort of retiring movement on the left and centre of our 
position, and saw men straggling away to the rear by 
ones and twos completely done up, and many of them 
wounded. A field battery on the left had a hot time of 
it just at this moment and drew out of action for a 
breather quite close to our guns. I myself saw a dozen 
shells from the Boers go clean through their ranks, 
although, happily, they did not burst and did but Uttle 
injury. Our troops were admirably steady throughout 
this hot shell fire. 

Our Naval guns on Gun Hill, at about 5,000 yards 
range, were hard at it all this time trying to silence the 
Boer guns, and the lyddite shells appeared to do great 
damage ; but the enemy never really got their range in 
return, and many of their shells pitched just in front of 
my own guns with a whiz and a dust which did us no 
harm. A little i-pounder Maxim annoyed iis greatly 

2 
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with its cross fire, like a buzzing wasp ; it was fired from 
some trees in Colenso village, and enfiladed our Infantry 
in the supporting line, which was in extended order ; but 
it did not do much damage so far as I could see, although 
it was cleverly shifted about and seemed to be impossible 
to silence. 

By II a.m. (15th) we saw that our left attack was a 
failure ; exhausted men of the Connaughts and Borderers 
poured in saying that their regiments had been cut up ; 
and, indeed, many of their officers and men were shot and 
many drowned, in gallant attempts to cross the Tugela. 
Soon the ground was a mass of ambulance wagons, and 
stretcher parties bringing in the wounded ; and a mournful 
sight, indeed, it was ! The centre attack also failed, our 
men retiring quite slowly and in good order. 

On the right, where the object of the advance was to 
carry a hill called Hlangwane, which was afterwards 
recognised to be the key of the whole position, our men, 
owing to want of numbers, could make but a feeble 
attack and were unable, unsupported, to pass the rifle 
pits which had been dug all along the valley in front of 
the hill. The Cavalry were, of course, of no use behind 
a failing Infantry attack with a river in front of them, 
and although extended to either flank it never got a chance 
to strike. 

At I p.m. all firing ceased, except an intermittent 
fusillade by the Boers on our ambulance tents till they 
saw the red cross, when this ceased ; the troops were all 
retired in mass to their original positions, and I myself 
had to clear out my guns as best I could to our old camping 
groimd in the rear. To crown all, it came on to rain 
heavily about 5 p.m. by which we all got a good wetting. 
On our march back I had a few minutes of interesting 
talk with General Barton. 
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For many da}^ all sorts of rumours flew about as to 
our losses at Colenso, which we afterwards found to be 
ten guns captured, fifty officers and 852 rank and file 
killed and woimded, and twenty-one officers and 207 
N.C.O.'s and men missing and prisoners, a sad and unex- 
pected end to our day's operations. An armistice to 
bury the dead was asked for by our people, and agreed 
to, but I do not believe that the Boer losses were at all 
heavy; and I am persuaded that if instead of the in- 
sufficient heavy batteries at Colenso, we could have had 
at the front, say two more batteries of 47 guns and two 
batteries of six tT Q.-F., the Colenso disaster might never 
have happened. Against the fire of such guns, for say a 
week, moved up properly to within effective range, with 
reconnaissances carefully made and with an Infantry 
attack well pushed home in the end, I do not think that 
the Boers could or would have stayed in their positions ; 
and I am confirmed in this opinion by a good many after 
experiences. 

Saturday, i&h December. — Had a peaceful night and 
slept well, all being very much exhausted by the previous 
day's fighting and hot sun ; we were kept very busy 
marking out ground for the Naval batteries which were 
all massed once more on our old camping ground. 

Sunday, 17th December. — Conmienced shelling Colenso 
Bridge at noon with a view to destroy it ; but after a 
few rounds the order was cancelled and we again returned 
to camp. 

Monday, 18th December. — Stood to arms at 4 a.m., then 
went to general quarters for action, when the 47 guns 
opened fire at daylight on Coleiiso Bridge for about two 
hours with lyddite, at a range of 7,300 yards. Lieutenant 
Hunt, on the left, struck one of the piers with a shell and 
took the roof off a small house close by ; otherwise not 

2—2 
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much hann was done. It was a frightfully hot and de- 
pressing day with a wind like air from a furnace ; and, 
bad luck to it, directly the sun was down at 5 p.m. a heavy 
dust storm came on which covered everything in a moment 
with black filthy dust, followed by vivid lightning and 
drenching rain which was quite a treat to us dried-up 
beings. I myself succeeded in catching a tubful of water 
which ensured me a good wash and a refreshing sleep for 
the night. 

Tuesday, zgth December. — ^A cool nice morning and all i 

the men in good spirits. At 8 a.m. the 4*7 guns opened 
fire again on Colenso Bridge. Lieutenant England's gun 
— ^the right 4*7 gun — ^knocked the bridge away ; a very 
lucky and good shot, at which, needless to say. Sir F. Clery 
was very pleased. 

Wednesday y 20th December. — Again a nice and cool day. 
In the evening I fired my 12-pounders at trees and villages 
to the left of Fort Wylie ; the 4*7 gun, manned by the 
Natal Naval Volimteers, also did good work. We are 
now living like fighting-cocks, as the field canteen is open, 
with many delicacies, about half-a-mile to our rear. We 
also received unexpectedly to-day, with acclamation, lots 
of letters and English papers. 

Thursday, 21st December. — Stood to arms at 4 a.m. and 
commenced firing about 6 a.m., in a very good light ; my 
own guns were directed on the rifle pits 8,500 to 9,000 yards 
away, on the other side of the Tugela River. At this range 
the anmiunition carries badly and the guns shoot indiffer- 
ently. I put some common shells, however, into the 
enemy's rifle pits, but we are all getting tired of this sort 
of desultory firing and existence. 

Saturday, 2yd December. — ^About 8.30 a.m. the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and Sir F. Clery and Staff, accompanied 
by the foreign attaches, rode up to our gims and stayed 
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for an hour sketching the hills on the right of Colenso, 
which I presume is now our objective. Mr. Escombe, 
late Premier of Natal, was also up with us all day watching 
our firing. Captain Jones also came to ask me to represent 
the Naval Brigade on the Sports Committee for Christmas 
Day ; so I went down to General Barton's tent, met 
Colonel Bethune, Captain Nicholson, and others, and we 
arranged a good programme between us. 

Sunday, 24th December. — No firing to-day. Church 
Parade at 8 a.m., when we brigaded with the Irish Brigade. 
A very laige stock of beer, cakes, pine-apples, and other 
good things arrived in camp for the Natal Naval Volun- 
teers ; they gave a good share to our fellows who were 
very pleased, having none, and all are now busy preparing 
their plum-puddings for Christmas Day. 

Christmas Day, 25th December. — ^We stood to arms at 
4 a.m., but orders came for the guns not to fire. I was 
up at 5.30 a.m. to take my Sports party down to camp for 
the Brigade events. Our men won the Brigade Tug-of- 
war right out, and got great fun out of the wrestling on 
horseback on huge Artillery steeds, so that we came back 
to camp very elated. At 3 p.m. we marched down again 
for the finals in Sports ; our fellows rigged up an Oom 
Paul and a Naval gent on a gun limber ; this we dragged 
aU roimd the camps and created quite a furore. The heat 
and dust were awful in the sports, but we pulled them off 
on the whole successfully, and all came back to camp 
tired out. I had my Christmas dinner with the Irish 
Fusiliers, who had drawn out an amusing menu of Whisky 
Powerful, Champagne Terrible, Cutlets d POom Paul, and 
so on. I thought much of my people and friends at home, 
and was glad enough to get to bed without the prospect 
of any night alarm or attack, after such a big dinner. 



CHAPTER III 

Life in Camp and Bombardment of the Boer lines at Colenso — General 
BuUer moves his army, and by a flank march seizes " Bridle 
Drift " over the Tugela— The heavy Naval and Royal Artillery 
guns are placed in position — Sir Charles Warren crosses the 
Tugela with the 5th Division, and commences his flank attack. 

Tuesday, 26th December. — ^We stood to arms at 4 a.in., 
and shelled the Boer camp and trenches for two hom^ 
during the day. The Biograph people, who are stiU with 
us, took a scene of the Tug-of-war, our Oom Paul, and 
then a tableau of the hanging of Kruger ! Captain Jones 
came to give the Sports prizes away, which greatly pleased 
our men ; he told me afterwards that he had selected my 
two i2-pounders and the 47 guns to advance with him 
when ordered, at which needless to say I was very much 

gratified. Another heavy dust storm, followed by thunder 

* 

and heavy rain. On the few following days we went 
through our usual cannonading, following a new practice 
of firing at night by la3ang our guns just at dusk, placing 
marks to nm the wheels on, and using clinometers for 
elevation at the proper moment. All our shells burst, and, 
we were told afterwards, with effect, greatly disturbing 
sleeping Boers in Kafiir kraals at Colenso. 

Fridayy 29/A December. — ^Again more firing at a new 
work that the Boers were making, apparently for guns. 
Seeing an officer on a white horse directing them, we 
banged at them all and cleared them off. Again a heavy 
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stonn, but sunshine reached us during it in the shape of 
boots and greatcoats from Frere, for which we were all 
grateful. The following day was wet and cold. I went 
to camp to try and buy poor young Roberts' pony, but the 
price was too high for me. Lord Dundonald came to 
arrange with Captain Jones a sham night attack on the 
Boer lines which happily did not come off as it was a 
horrible wet night. 

New Yearns Day^ 1900. — At midnight of the old year 
my middy, Whj^e, and m3^f turned out, struck sixteen 
bells quietly on a 47 brass case, and had a fine bowl of 
punch, with slices of pine-apple in it, which we shared 
with our men on watch, wishing them all a happy New 
Year. Good old 1899 ! Well, it is past and gone, but it 
brought me many blessings, and perhaps more to come. 
We gave the Boers some 47 liver pills, which we hope did 
them good. AH our men are well and cheery, but our 
Conunander has a touch of fever, so that I am left in 
executive charge of the men and camp. Winston Churchill 
came up to look at our firing. During the next few days, 
in addition to our firing, our 12-pounder crews started to 
make mantlets for the armoured train; a very big job 
indeed, as they had to cover the whole of the engine and 
tender, afterwards called " Hairy Mary," as well as the 
several trucks. The officer in command congratulated 
our men on their work under the indefatigable Baldwin, 
chief gunner's mate of the Terrible^ who was in charge. 
The military also started entrenchments and gun pits on 
the hill, which we call *' Liars Kopje '' ; at dusk they 
came to a standstill over some big boulders that the 
General asked us to remove, which was a compliment to 
the powers of the Navy. We soon made short work of 
the boulders, much to the General's satisfaction, and got 
on fast with the mantlets. Still heavy rain at night. 
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Thursday, 4th January. — ^Again more firing. My own 
i2-pounder crews and those of Richards' guns hard at the 
mantlets for the armoured train, and doing the job very 
well. On the 2nd, Lord Dimdonald rode up and arranged 
an attack on a red house 6,000 ysxds from us and supposed 
to contain some of the enemy, but we found nobody at 
home. We were all glad to receive letters from home 
to-day. I was busy all day shifting one of my 12-pounder 
gun wheels for a new and stronger pair of skeleton iron 
ones, just sent from Ehirban, in view of a feint to the front 
with the object of drawing the Boers away from Lady- 
smith. 

Saturday, 6ih January. — This feint was made and we 
had no casualties. Poor Ladysmith ! Our men there are 
hard pressed and must have a bad time ; very heavy firing 
all day, and we heard by heliograph that the Boers had 
made a heavy attack in three places, although, happily, 
repulsed with heavy loss (including Lord Ava) to ourselves. 
We have Bennet Burleigh, Winston Churchill, Hubert of 
The Times, and many others, constantly on Gun Hill look- 
ing at our firing. 

Sunday, yth January. — From Sir George White's signals 
we realize what a dose shave they had yesterday in Lady- 
smith. A nice cool day and no firing ; in fact, a day of 
rest. We attended Church Parade at 6 p.m. with the 
2nd and 6th Brigades. The Boers are as usual in the 
trenches working hard, while our time just now is spent 
in rain and constant calls to arms. 

Wednesday, 10th January. — ^A move at last, and I 
received orders to join General Hildyard's Brigade with 
my two guns, while the others were attached to other 
Columns. We were all hard at work to-day loading up 
wagons, and I was busy copying a laige map of the 
country which our Commander lent me. In the evening 
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General Hildyard sent for me on business, and I sat down 
with him and his Stafi to dinner, including Prince Christian, 
Captain Gogarty (Brigade Major), and Lieutenant Blair, 
A.D.C. General Hildyard was very kind, and said he 
was glad I was to go with him ; and the next morning 
I moved o£E my guns at daylight, and arrived at the 
rendezvous by the hour named. It was a fine morning, 
although the wet and soft groimd gave me doubts about 
getting our guns across coimtry. But off we started ; 
the Cavalry scouting ahead, then the East Surreys, Queen's, 
and Devons, and the 7th Battery Field Artillery, followed 
by my guns escorted by the West Yorks. About a mile 
from^Chievdey we had to cross a drift in which my wagons 
went in mud up to the tops of the wheels, and one gun 
got^upset, which I got right again with the assistance of 
three teams of oxen and a party of the West Torks. It 
was indeed a job, because the ground was like a marsh, 
and our ammunition wagons, with three tons' weight on 
them, were half the time sunk up to the axles ; but we all 
smiled and looked pleased while everybody helped, and 
in six hours we were clear and on the road. We were 
all done up with the shouting and hot sim, and the 
General ordered us a two hours' rest while he took the 
Brigade on to Pretorius' farm, which we ourselves reached 
at 6 p.m., crossing another bad drift on the way. The 
men were absolutely done up, and we were glad to arrive 
and find ourselves in a fine grassy camp with plenty 
of water. General Hildyard called me up and said he 
was pleased with the splendid work we had put through 
that day. On our left were miles of baggage wagons of 
various Brigades going into camp along a road further 
west of us. 

Thursday y 11th January. — Shifted my ammunition to 
fifty rounds per gun to lighten the wagons, and moved 
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ofi at 5 a.m., passing General Hildyard who was looking 
on at the foot of the camp. We marched with the whole 
force to Dom Kop Nek and then halted ; the General and 
others, including myself, riding up to a high kopje to 
examine the Boer position on the Tugela at about 8,800 
yards off. Prince Christian Victor came and sat on a 
rock by me and had a good look at the position through my 
telescope which he borrowed. The General ordered one 
of my guns up this kopje, and we brought it up with a 
team of oxen and fifty men on drag ropes to steady her. 
It was an awful climb, and the ground was strewn with 
boulders ; the poor gun upset once, but we got it up at 
last into position on a beautiful grass plateau on top with 
a clear view of the Boer positions. The Queen's Regiment, 
who were our escort this morning, carried fifty rounds of 
ammunition up the kopje for me, and I shall always 
remember how on all occasions we received the greatest 
assistance from the Queen's and West Yorks. The General 
pushed on with the R.A. and the rest of the troops and 
reconnoitred the enemy from the next kopje. Eventually 
we were all ordered back to camp, and I had a great job 
in getting my guns down the hill again. I think it was 
worse than going up. 

Friday^ 12th January. — Prince Christian (Acting Brigade 
Major) and I had a short talk together ; we touched on 
a scheme of mine for making light limbers for our guns. 
In the afternoon I rode out to General Clery's camp, three 
miles to the west, to see our Naval guns, but found they 
had been pushed on with Lord Dundonald's Cavalry to 
hold ground leading to Potgieter's Drift. I dined with 
Captain Reed of the 7th Battery, R.A., who knew my R.A. 
brother well in the 87th Battery. I found I had met him 
last year at the Grand National, and it is quite curious 
that I meet out here everyone that I ever knew. 
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Saturday^ 13/A January. — Sent Whyte, my middy, a 
nice fellow and useful to me, over to Frere on a horse to 
see about many things I wanted for the battery, and at 
9.30 a.m. read out to my men on parade General Buller's 
address to the troops, dated 12th January, 1900. This is 
the text of it. " The Field Force is now advancing to 
the rdief of Lady^mith where, surrounded by superior 
forces, our comrades have gallantly defended themselves 
for the last ten weeks. The General commanding knows 
that everyone in the force will fed as he does ; we must be 
successful. We shall be stoutly opposed by a clever 
unscrupulous enemy; let no man allow himself to be 
deceived by them. If a white flag is displayed it means 
nothing, unless the force who display it halt, throw down 
their arms, and throw up their hands. If they get a 
chance the enemy will try and mislead us by false words 
of command and false bugle calls ; everyone must guard 
against being deceived by such conduct. Above all, if 
any are even surprised by a sudden volley at dose quarters, 
let there be no hesitation ; do not turn from it but rush 
at it. That is the road to victory and safety. A retreat 
is fatal. The one thing the enemy cannot stand is oiu: 
being at dose quarters with them. We are fighting for 
the health and safety of comrades; we are fighting in 
defence of the flag against an enemy who has forced war 
on us from the worst and lowest motives, by treachery, 
conspiracy, and decdt. Let us bear oursdves as the cause 
deserves." 

Sunday, 14/A January. — Church Parade at 6 a.m. with 
the West Yorks, Devons, East Surrej^, and Queen's. 
About 8 a.m. a wagon and team crawled up to our camp ; 
this turned out to be the light trolley I had sent for and 
which Lieutenant MdviUe had kindly hurried forward 
froni Frere. I was awfully pleased to see it as our load 
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before was absurdly heavy. The General was also quite 
glad to see and hear of the new trolley. At 2 p.m. in came 
my new horse from Frere, and a bag of excellent saddlery ; 
the horse was in an awful state ; he had apparently 
bolted on getting out of the train at Frere and injured two 
Kaffirs who tried to stop him ; then the Cavalry chased 
him and caught him ten miles from Frere towards the 
Drakensberg mountains. The poor animal was very 
much done up and I found him afterwards a fine willing 
beast. 

Monday^ i$th Jantuiry. — Struck tents and limbered up 
ready to march at 6 a.m., and moved ofi in rear of the 
7th Battery R.A. ; they have been very good to us all 
along, shoeing ponies and giving us water. A nice cool 
morning, and all in good spirits. We soon passed the 
first drift across a spruit about four feet deep ; my guns 
just grazed the top of the water but luckily we had taken 
care to stuff up the muzzles with straw. The bullocks 
had a very hard pull, more especially as my men were 
obliged to ride across the gun wagons. The General 
looked on and we got on very v^ell ; all working, laughing, 
joking, and helping, especially our good friends the 
Tommies. We marched across a green veldt, with the 
usual kopjes at intervals ; and after about eight miles 
passed through the camp of the Somersets who came out 
to see us go by and were very cordial ; about a mile 
further on we crossed the Little Tugela Bridge, and had 
a very heavy pull shortly afterwards across our last drift, 
which was a bad one. Countless bullock wagons, mule 
carts, and transport of all descriptions of the Clery, Hart, 
and Coke Brigades extended for miles along the two roads 
leading to our advanced position. We were delighted to 
see a river at last, and men and horses had a fine drink. 
After a meal in pelting rain I rode on to report to General 
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Hildyard, and had tea with him and his staff, including 
Prince Christian ; they are all always very nice to me. 

Tuesday y i6ih January. — ^A stream of transport wagons 
is still crossing the drift this morning, and the Drakens- 
berg mountains look very grand and beautiful in this dear 
air. We drew fresh meat to-day in our provisions. What 
a surprise and a treat ! The Boer position on the Big 
Tugda lies six miles ofi ; and here Dundonald and his 
Cavalry, with one 47 gun, are watching the enemy who 
are working day and night at their trenches. About noon, 
Colond Hamilton, of General Clery's Staff, rode into our 
camp and told me that orders had come for my guns to 
proceed at once into position with Lieutenant Ogilvy's 
battery. He asked me how long I should be. I said two 
hours to collect oxen and pack up, and so we were ordered 
to march at 1.45 p.m. I was very sorry to be suddenly 
shifted agaiQ out of General Hildyard's Brigade, and I 
asked him to intervene if we were again detached, which 
he promised to do. We marched up to time, and got to 
camp about 5 p.m., escorted by a troop of the Royal 
Dragoons. As usual, it came on to pour; everything 
was quickly a sea of mud, and the men in their black 
great-coats, marching along with the horses and gims 
mixed up with them, reminded one strongly of scenes in 
pictures of Napoleon's wars. We found that we had to 
move on in an hour's time with Ogilvy's guns to a plateau 
further on. I rode out to see Captain Jones and the 4-7's 
in position, a grand one on top of a very steep diff kopje 
some 1,000 feet above the Tugela ; the plateau sdected 
for owe i2-potmder guns was some 600 feet lower down and 
2,000 yards nearer the enemy. We had a tough march out, 
and did not get to our plateau till 11.30 p.m. I had a snack 
and gave the others all I could, and the great M aconochie 
ration and beer will never be forgotten, that night at any 
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rate. I myself turned in to sleep under a trolley, just as 
I was, and very tired we all were after our hard day. 

Wednesdayy 17th January. — Out at daybreak to bring 
our i2-pounders into action. The drift over the Tugela, 
about half-a-mile to our right front, had been seized by 
Dundonald,^ and a howitzer battery had been pushed 
across some 2,000 yards nearer than ourselves, supported 
by the King's Royal Rifles, the Scottish Rifles, the 
Durhams, and the Borderers ; to our right front was also 
to be seen the Engineer balloon, under Captain Phillips, 
R.E., being filled with gas. About 10 a.m. a message 
came up from (General L3rttelton to bring four gims into 
action on our left flank, which I did at once imder Ogilvy's 
orders, and a little later Captain Jones rode down to us 
and told us to support Sir Charles Warren's advance to 
our left across the river. I opened fire with my right 
gun, and got the range in two shots, after which the whole 
four guns opened fire and burst several shells over the 
correct spot. I heard that Sir Charles Warren signalled 
in the evening to say we had by our fire put two Boer 
guns out of action and made them retire, and we were all 
delighted. His force was plainly to be seen occup5dng 
the ridge about 6,000 yards to our left front. The firing 
of the howitzer battery was very fine to-day ; also our 
47 guns did well. The howitzers landed salvos of their 
shells, six at a time, all bursting within fifty yards of one 
another and right on the Boer works on the sky-line, 
where our Naval 47's were also working away at a greater 
distance off. As no tents were allowed us I again slept in 
my clothes under a wagon. 

Thursday, 18th January, — ^A beautiful morning, and we 
were all up at daybreak commencing a slow firing at the 
Boer trenches, and many fine shots were made ; the 
howitzers, during the afternoon, pushed on about 500 yards 
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nearer the enemy under cover of three small kopjes. 
Looking at the position from our plateau one wondered 
how the Boers could have allowed us to get here and cross 
the river tmopposed. If we had been resisted we must 
have had an awful job, both here and at the Little Tugela. 
All our army experts are surprised, and we think we must 
have caught them on the hop, as they don't reply to our 
artillery fire. StiU, they are opposing Sir Charles Warren's 
advance as well as they can, and very hard fighting is 
going on to our left, although we only hear the shots and 
see the flashes of our guns, with volleys of musketry, 
while the enemy are hidden behind a high hill called Spion 
Kop. The panorama before us is magnificent ; and the 
Tugela, our bugbear at Colenso, lies before us, beautiful, 
meandering, and apparently conquered. At 5 p.m. a 
demonstration in force against the trenches at Brakf ontein 
was ordered, and we commenced rapid firing with eight 
guns, making very fine practice and sending ofiE some 600 
shells to cover our Infantry advance which was pushed 
on right up to the foot of the Boer kopjes and about 1,500 
yards from their trenches. The Engrueer balloon floated 
proudly in the air watching the operations. We retired 
at dusk, the object being to draw the Boers to their 
trenches and to relieve Sir Charles Warren's left attack 
which was advancing very slowly. We laid our guns at 
dusk and fired them every half-hour during the night. 

Friday y igih January. — ^We began firing again at day- 
break, General Ljrttelton and Staff looking on. They 
told us that our guns had shot very well the evening before. 
A very hot day. The fighting on the left seems to be 
heavier and more distant, and all sorts of rumours are 
current as to demonstrations and successes. 

Saturday^ 20th January. — Firing as usual. We hear 
again heavy firing on the left. About 3 p.m. our balloon 
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went right out over the Boer trenches, while our Infantry 
attacked in force on the right and demonstrated in front 
in extended order ; we kept up our firing, while James's 
guns which had been pushed across the river took the 
right hills, and with the howitzers put a Boer Pom-pom 
out of action. The balloon did well ; it was fired at by 
the Boers with Maxims and rifles, and was hit in several 
places ; in fact, Captain Phillips, in charge of it, had his 
forehead grazed by a bullet. During the afternoon my 
right gun trail smashed up and I had to employ all the 
talent near at hand to repair it. With a baulk of timber 
from the Royal Engineers we finished it, and at the same 
time shifted the wheels to a beautiful pair of gaudily-painted 
iron ones from Durban. I now call it the " Circus Gun." 

Sunday y 21st January. — ^A very hot day. The armourers 
and carpenters still hard at work on my gun trail. Orders 
came for two guns to advance across the river, and Ogilvy 
told me off for that honour. By dint of hard work my 
right gun was finished by 11 a.m., and I inspanned and 
went off two horns afterwards. A very steep hill was the 
only thing to conquer going down, and we successfully 
crossed the Tugela in a Boer punt — ^guns, oxen, and my 
horse. We got the guns up to our new position by 6 p.m., 
and found ourselves about 4,200 yards from the enemy's 
trenches, with James's guns on our right. We had a cordial 
meeting with the Scottish Rifles ; they had been a week 
in their clothes, with no tents or baggage, so I put up one 
of our tarpaulins for their mess tent and we enjoyed a 
real good dinner. At 9 p.m. up came Ogilvy to our posi- 
tion, to my surprise, as he had received sudden orders to 
bring the rest of the guns on across the river ; the road and 
river must have been very nasty in the dark, but Ogilvy 
is a clever and capable fellow, who is always determined, 
sees no difficulties, and invents none. 



CHAPTER IV 

Spion Kop and Vaal Krantz — General Buller withdraws the troops and 
moves once more on Colenso — We hold Springfield Bridge — 
Buller's successful attack on Hassar Hill, Hlangwane, and Monte 
Christo — Relief of Kimberley. 

Monday y 22nd January. — ^We placed the battery of six 
guns at daybreak in a kloof between two kopjes, in a half- 
moon formation, commanding the old position near Spion 
Kop, at about 4,500 yards, mine being in the centre. I 
was in charge all day and fired shots at intervals. The 
wind was too high for balloon reconnoitring. My first 
shot, a shrapnel, at the left part of Spion Kop, disabled 
twenty of the enemy digging in the trenches, so we were 
afterwards told by native scouts ; and we were praised 
by those looking on for our accurate firing. We had now 
our telescopic sights on the gims, and very good ones on 
the whole they were, although we found the cross wires 
too thick and therefore hid an object such as a trench 
which at long range looks no more than a line. I found 
my deflection by a spirit-level on the trail, to test the 
inclination of the wheels one way or the other. There was 
very heavy fighting to-day on our left. Sir Charles 
Warren is in fact forcing his way on, and we hear reports 
of 400 of our fellows being killed and wounded, and the 
Boer trenches being taken by bayonet charges. So far 
as we know, General Buller's object is to outflank the 
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Boers on the left, and then when Sir Charles Warren has 
done this, to attack in front and cut them off. 

Tuesday^ 2yd January. — ^Another day, alas, red with 
the blood of our poor fellows. Sir Charles Warren con- 
tinued his operations at i p.m., and from then till mid- 
night the fight raged. Musketry and guns booming all 
round, the Maxims and Vickeis i-pounder guns, being 
specially noticeable. At daylight we ourselves stood to 
guns and concentrated our fire on the Boer trenches and 
positions to the front and right, in order to draw the enemy 
away from Warren's force; while the Infantry with us 
(Rifle Brigade, King's Royal Rifles, Durhams and Scottish 
Rifles) made a demonstration in force to within 2,000 
yards of the main trenches under cover of our fire. The 
attack under Warren got closer and closer each hour, and 
we could watch our fellows, apparently the Lancashire 
Brigade, storming the top of Spion Kop, in which, I 
afterwards heard, my father's old regiment (the Lancashire 
Fusiliers) bore a splendid part. Meanwhile our own 
attack on the Brakfontein trenches was withdrawn, and 
we brought our guns into action on the left to assist the 
operations on Spion Kop but soon had to desist for fear 
of hitting our own men. The fight raged all day and was 
apparently going well for us. At 4 p.m. came a message 
from General Buller ordering the King's Roysl Rifles and 
Scottish Rifles to storm Spion Kop from our side, which 
they did, starting from our guns and making a prodigious 
climb right gallantly in a blazing heat and suffering a 
considerable loss. Poor Major Strong, with whom I had 
just breakfasted, was one of the wounded and, to my great 
sorrow, died of his wound. Our guns meanwhile were 
searching all the valleys and positions along the eastern 
slopes of Spion Kop ; but it was all unavailing, as we were 
apparently forced to retire after heavy losses during the 
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night. We ourselves were all dead beat, but had to be 
up all night with search-lights working on the Boer main 
position ; but what of poor Warren's force after five days' 
constant marching and fighting ! 

Wednesday^ 24th January. — No more firing and many 
rumours ; but at last it was a great surprise and blow to 
us to hear a confirmation of the report that Warren's 
right had been forced to abandon Spion Kop during the 
night, and to be also told that we ourselves were to go back 
to our old plateau in the rear. I had my guns dragged 
up to Criticism Kop with great labour by eighty of the 
Durhams, who are now our escort ; and with the Rifle 
Brigade we hold the three advanced hills here, while 
Ogilvy has been moved back across the river. We hear 
of a loss of some 1,600 men, the poor 2nd Bn. of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers specially suffering heavily ;♦ there is 
therefore great depression among all here, a cessation of 
fire being ordered, and nothing in front of us except 
ambulances. Our mail came in during the evening and 
I was very pleased to get letters from Admiral and 
Mrs. Douglas. We feared a night attack, so had every- 
thing ready for the fray. I was on the watch all night 
with Whyte, but our search-light kept off the danger and 
all remained quiet. 

Thursday y 25th January. — A quiet day, the Boers and 
our own ambulance parties burying the dead on Spion 
Kop. And so went the next few da}^, we shelling the 
Boers at intervals although sparingly. Rumour says that 
General BuUer is confident of beating the Boers in one more 
try, and is shortly going to try it. May the key fit the 

* Having lost over 100 officers and men killed and wounded at 
Venter's Spruit, the 2nd battalion of the regiment went subsequently 
into action at Spion Kop 800 strong, and only 553 answered the roll 
call next day. 

3—2 



36 WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 

lock this time ! He seems detennined, and we all hope 
he will be at last successful. 

Monday, 2qlh January. — ^We are firing as usual. 
Colonel Northcote of the Rifle Brigade came over from 
his kopje^to see me, and I proposed the construction of / 
two rifle-proof gun pits on the river bank, to which he 
agreed. A very hot day and raining heavily at night. 

Wednesday, ^ist January. — ^We have orders to watch 
carefully the right of the Boer position. I let Mr. Wh3rte 
fire a dozen shells, which he did very well, and I finished 
my gim pits, and very good ones they are. Just at dark 
up came an ofiicer from General BuUer with an order that 
we were to retire our Naval guns at daybreak to the 
plateau, whichjwe had to do much to our disappointment, 
moving oR at daybreak next morning and taking the guns 
in a punt across the river. I learnt to my great sorrow 
that poor Vertue of the Buffs, my friend of Ceylon days 
when he was an A.D.C. to the General there, was killed 
at Spion Kop, and I am much depressed as I Uked and 
admired him immensely. 

Friday, 2nd February. — ^The Boers are busy burpng 
their dead on Spion Kop under a flag of truce, so we 
have a quiet day and no firing. 

Saturday, yd February. — The troops are all again on 
the move ; no less than nine field batteries are pushed 
over the river with some Battalions of Infantry, while 
Boers are on the sky-line at all points watching us. 

Sunday, 4th Febrtuiry. — Sir Charles Warren arrived on 
our gun plateau with his Staff, and pitched his camp close 
to my guns. I found that Sir Charles knew my father, 
and he told me that the Boers had had a severe knock at 
Spion Kop and were ready to run on seeing British 
bayonets ; he spoke of his plans for the morrow and of 
our prospective share in them. My share is to be a good 
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one, as I am to have an independent conunand and am 
so actually named in the general orders for battle. I 
went over the plan of battle carefully with Captain 
Jones, R.N., and our Conmiander, who thought Pontoon 
No, 3 was the weak spot. 

Monday^ $ih February. — A fateful day of battle. At 
daybreak we stood to our guns, but it was not till 6.30 a.m. 
that our Artillery, no less than seven batteries, advanced 
under cover of our jftre. On the left were the 47 guns on 
Signal Hill ; my two 12-pounders were on the gun plateau 
in the centre, and on the right, on Zwartz Kop, were six 
more of our 12-pounders under Ogilvy. The broad plan 
of attack was a feint on the left and then a determined 
right attack. This developed slowly ; the Artillery and 
Infantry advanced, and we all shelled as hard as we could 
for some hours, when the Infantry laid down just outside 
effective rifle range from the Brakfontdn trenches, and 
the Artillery, changing front to right, withdrew from the 
left, except one battery, to assist in the centre attack on 
Vaal Krantz. Our Naval guns went on shelling the left 
where the Boer guns were well under cover and were very 
cleverly worked. About 12 noon the Infantry withdrew 
from the left and it was evident that our feint had fully 
succeeded in its object, i.e., to get the enemy drawn down 
to their trenches and stuck there. The Artillery, after 
crossing No. 2 Pontoon, were drawn up in the centre 
shelling Vaal Krantz, while Lyttdton's Brigade was 
pushed forward to attack it and succeeded in reaching 
the south end of it. Our own firing on the left was in- 
cessant. I found afterwards that I had fired 250 rounds 
during the day, and I had many messages as to its direc- 
tion and effect from Sir Charles Warren, and General 
Talbot-Coke, who was just behind us with his StafiE. 
Little firing during the night. Very tired. 
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Tuesday, 6th February. — At it again at daylight, the 
Boers commencing from their loo lb. dT Creusot at 6,000 
yards to the east of Zwartz Kop. I had suddenly got 
orders during the night from Sir Charles Warren to move 
my guns ofiE the plateau and join Buller's force at daybreak 
at the east foot of Zwartz Kop, so I moved off at the time 
named, feeling very thankful that I had my extra oxen 
to do it. We had some miles to go, over a vile road, and 
on the way we passed the 7th Battery R.A. and some 
Cavalry and ambulances. All this, meeting us on a narrow 
and badly ordered road, delayed us so much that it was 
8 a.m. before I was able to report my guns to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, which I did personally ; he turned round 
and said, rather pleased, " Oh, the Naval guns are come 
up," and, pointing me out the Boer df Creusot and a 
3^ gun enfilading our Artillery, he asked me if I could 
silence them ; the 6" was at 6,500 yards and the z" ^^ 
10,000 5^rds, so I replied, "Yes, the 6"," and by the 
General's order I brought my guns into action about 
200 yards away from him and his Staff. As I was prepar- 
ing to fire my right gun, bang came a 100 lb. shell right 
at it, striking the ground some twenty yards in front 
and digging a hole in the ground of about six feet long, 
covering us with dust, although happily the shell did not 
burst but jumped right over our heads. This was 
followed by a shrapnel which burst, but the pieces also 
went right over our heads. After hard pit digging, I tried 
for the 3" at 9,000 yards, with full lengthening pieces, 
with my left gun, but I could not range it ; so we kept up 
a hot fire with both gims on the Boer Creusot, which was 
also being done by the two 5"^ guns in front of us and by 
our Naval battery on the top of Zwartz Kop. We silenced 
this gun from 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. when it again opened 
on us (with its huge puff of black powder showing up 
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finely), but without doing us much harm. At 11 a.m. 
the Boers brought some field guns up at a gallop to Vaal 
Krantz, running them into dongas or pits about 6,000 
yards away from us, and then sending shrapnel into our 
troops on the Kop and trjong to have a duel with us ; 
we quickly silenced them, however, as well as a Pom-pom 
in a donga about 4,000 yards off, and they beat a retreat 
over the sky-line. I here found my telescopic sight very 
useful for observing every movement while personally 
laying guns. The General sent me many messages by 
his Staff, and was pleased at our driving off the guns. 
As the day passed, the cannonade became fast and furious 
and our attack advanced but slowly ; we silenced most 
of the Boer guns by 5 p.m. and slept that night as we 
stood. I had the Boer 100 lb. iT shell (which had fallen 
dose to us without bursting) carried up the hill to show 
the Commander-in-Chief and Staff ; they were all in- 
terested but rather shy of it, but one of them took a 
photo. We picked up many fragments of shells which 
had fallen close to us during the day and from which all 
of us had narrow escapes, for we were in a wann comer. 
General Hildyard and Staff who were sitting dose by us 
at one part of the day had a 100 lb. shell fired over them 
which just missed Prince Christian. 

Wednesday, yth February. — Dawn found us still fighting 
on this the last day of our attempt to relieve Lad3^mith 
from this side ; heavy firing commenced at daybreak, and 
we did our best to keep down the Boer fire, the 47 Naval 
gun on Signal HiQ making fine practice. Meantime our 
troops now on Vaal Krantz, viz., Hildj^ard's East Surre}^, 
Devons, and West Torks, pushed the attack or hdd their 
trenches under heavy fire, while we were trjdng to silence 
the enemy's guns. By this time the long range of hills 
to the east of Brakfontein was all ablaze from our shells. 
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and also one flank of Vaal Kop. All looked lurid and 
desolate, and at times the cannonading was terrific, the 
Boer ff with its black powder vomiting smoke and afford- 
ing an excellent mark. At 4 p.m. the Engineer balloon 
went up in our rear to reconnoitre, and brought down a 
disheartening report of unmasked Boer guns and positions 
which would enfilade our advance from here all the way 
to Ladysmith ; so that after a Council of War the Com- 
mander-in-Chief decided to retire the troops ; my orders 
from Colonel Parsons, R.A., being to make preparations 
to withdraw my two guns to Spearman's Kop as soon as 
the moon rose, and to cover the retirement. In fact, 
according to his words the Council of War decided that 
while we coulii get through to Ladysmith from here, we 
should be hemmed in afterwards owing to the new posi- 
tions disclosed by Phillips' balloon report. It was just 
dusk ; Infantry and Artillery were being hastily moved up 
to cover the retirement, and after loading up our ammuni- 
tion off we ourselves went. My poor men were very done 
up after the constant marching, firing, and working ammu- 
nition of the last three days ; we had, in fact, shot off no 
less than 679 rounds, and the sun was awful the whole 
time. The withdrawal was very well carried out in the 
dark ; we ourselves followed the anununition column, 
and the Field Artillery followed us. As the foot of Gun 
Hill was completely blocked I brought my guns out down 
by the Tugela, ready to cover the troops ; and we slept as 
we stood, while a constant stream of Artillery, Infantry, 
and ambulances were struggling to get up the steep hill ; 
indeed, it was a most memorable day and night. Poor 
Colonel Fitzgerald of the Durhams was carried past me 
in a stretcher about 5 p.m. shot in the chest with a Mauser. 
I had known him before when holding the kopjes over the 
river with his regiment ; he insisted on talking to me and 
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sat up to have a cup of tea, and I was glad to hear after- 
wards that he had eventually recovered. Our total 
casualties for the three days were about 350; our In- 
fantry had done brilliantly; and, while we were all 
savage at having to withdraw, we were confident that 
the Commander-in-Chief knew best, and indeed it seems 
from information received later on that he did the right 
thing. 

Thursday, Sth February. — ^At dayhght the Boer 6" went 
on shelling us at 10,000 3rards but did little damage, so 
I got up the hiU about 9 a.m. after a hasty breakfast, and 
passing Sir Charles Warren's tent got into my old position 
on the plateau, finding the 7th Battery R.A. holding the 
hill close alongside. My men were quite done up, so 
that the temporary rest was acceptable, although we had 
to keep a sharp look-out, and twice silenced Boer guns 
firing on our Infantry at 6.500 yards from Spion Kop. 
At noon the kopjes in front were evacuated, our pontoon 
taken up, and the Boer punt sunk by gunpowder. So 
good-bye to the Tugela once more ; all our positions gone 
and the Boers down again at the river. At dusk I got 
permission to withdraw my guns over the ridge on account 
of sniping, and it was well I did so as the Boers came very 
close to lis during the night. 

Friday y qth February. — Got orders from the Commander- 
in-Chief to withdraw with others on to Springfield Bridge ; 
we were almost the last gims off, and had a hot march of 
eight miles escorted by a party of the Imperial Light 
Infantry under Captain Champnej^. How we did enjoy 
a bathe from the river bank, as well as our sleep that night ! 
It was all quite heavenly. 

Saturday, loth February, — ^About 9 a.m. I was ordered 
by Colonel Bum -Murdoch of the Royal Dragoons to 
bring my guns up to his entrenched camp behind the 
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bridge to assist in its defence. I had breakfast with him 
and he seemed very nice. He is now Brigadier-General 
and Camp Commandant, and we are left in defence here, 
to protect Buller's left flank, with " A " Battery Horse 
Artillery, the 2nd Dragoons and 13th Hussars, the Im- 
perial Light Infantry, and the York and Lancasters. The 
rest of the troops had all gone to Chieveley. The day 
was veiy hot again, and I was very glad to give the men 
another rest, with fresh butter, milk, chickens, and fruit 
to be had, brought in by Kaffirs from neighbouring farms. 
Just think of it ! 

Sunday^ 11th February, — ^Again very hot. About 7 a.m. 
there was a heavy rifle fire to the N.E. ; our Cavalry pickets 
were in fact attacked, and as I saw Boers on the sky- 
line, I got leave to open fire, but did no damage, as 
the hill, we afterwards found out, was some eight miles 
ofi. So much for African lights and shades, which, 
after eight months' experience of them, are most de- 
ceptive. It turned out that our Cavalry pickets had 
been surprised by the Boers unmounted in a donga, 
and unluckily Lieutenant PiDdngton and seven men 
were taken prisoners, and several men wounded — ^a bad 
affair. 

Monday f i2ih February. — Another awfully hgt day 
which made me feel feverish. We were busy in fortif3dng 
our gun positions, but otherwise I had a quiet day in the 
mess of the York and Lancasters, a very nice regiment. 
At 4 p.m., much to our joy, rain and thunder came on 
and cleared the heavy air. Glad to hear that a Naval 
(jT gun has been sent up to the front at last, and that Lord 
Roberts had entered the Orange Free State with a large 
force. 

Tuesday^ i^h February. — ^Still very hot, although again 
a welcome thunderstorm in the afternoon. Busy with 
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fortif3^iiig and with taking more gun ranges with a meko- 
meter borrowed from the York and Lancasters. 

Wednesday, 14* February. — The Boers appeared in con- 
siderable force on the sky-Une to the left of Portjes Kopje 
about 8 a.m. I was summoned with others by Colonel 
Bum-Mmrdoch to a Council of War, and afterwards rode 
out with him and Staff to reconnoitre the enemy and to 
look at country for gun work. We pushed up to a farm 
about 1,600 yards from the enemy ; we were fired on at 
that distance and all returned about 4 p.m., when it was 
decided to attack the Boers next day. They are some 
9,000 yards off the camp, and seem to have no guns. 
During our reconnoitring we saw a hare on the Kop, the 
first game I have come across as yet in South Africa. 

Thursday, i$^h February. — At 6 a.m. the Horse Artillery 
and Cavalry were pushed out to attack, and my guns 
advanced to a kopje at 8,000 yards. But to our annoyance 
the Boers had made off during the night and we had 
nothing to do. We received an English mail to-day, 
much to our delight, and it brought a sketch in the Daily 
Graphic of my father inspecting a detachment of the 
St. John's Ambulance Brigade. My servant Gilbert in 
hospital with fever, poor fellow. 

Friday, i6ih February. — ^A red-letter day, and all quiet 
in camp. Fitted rollers under my gun trails. News 
came that General French had relieved Kimberley, and 
there was much cheering in camp. 

Sunday, 18th February. — ^We heard heavy firing all 
day, which turned out to be General Buller attacking 
Hlangwane and Monte Christo Hills, to the right of the 
Boer position at Colenso, but on our side of the river. 
The positions were brilliantly taken at the point of the 
bayonet ; and all in camp are very cheerful at hearing 
of Cronje being in full retreat, Magersfontein evacuated. 
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and Methuen free to move. This must be the begimiing 
of the end. Raining hard, for the rains of February are 
on us at last. 

Tuesday J 2Glh February. — Still heavy rain and tropical 
heat. Our trenches full of water. Heavy firing on 
Colenso side and good news of Buller's advance. 



CHAPTER V 

Passage of Tugela forced and Colenso occupied — ^Another move back 
across the river to Hlaagwane and Monte Christo— The Boers at 
length routed and Ladysmith is relieved — Entry of Relief Force 
into Ladysmith — ^Withdrawal of H.M.S. Terrible s men to China 
— I spend a bad time in Field Hospitals-General Butler's army 
moves forward to Elandslaagte — Boers face us on the Biggars- 
berg. 

Thursday, 22nd February. — General BuUer occupied 
Colenso, and wired to our Commandant to join him with 
his whole force. The Cavalry left at 5 a.m. and at 2 p.m. 
the rest of us moved off, my guns being escorted by the 
York and Lancasters, with the Imperial Light Infantry 
in rear, the whole under Colonel Fitzpatrick. We made 
a quick march to beyond Pretorius* farm where we camped 
for the night. 

Friday, 23rd February. — Off at daylight in a beautiful 
cool morning. On the west of the hill, where we rested 
to water and feed the oxen, Colenso was plainly visible, 
and we found heavy shelling going on. We reached 
Chieveley at 10 a.m. and going up to our old friend, Gun 
Hill, we joined Drummond with the &" Q.-F. gun, and 
pitched our camp. The 6^^ gun looked a regular monster 
on its field carriage, and fired several times at Grobler's 
Hill, at 15,000 ywcds ; I was struck by its smart crew of 
bluejackets and stokers, but the gun is much too far off 
the enemy. An English mail came in to-day. 
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Saturday, 2^h February. — General Buller is shelling 
hard the kopjes at Pieters beyond Colenso, but our 
Infantry do not seem to be gaining an inch. As my guns 
were in reserve, I went up by train to Colenso, with 
Captain Patch, R.A. We were much interested, as we 
saw all the now famous spots where we had shelled the 
place out in December and January — ^the village and hotel 
being in ruins, and eveiything wantonly sacked and 
destroyed. I never saw such a scene in my life ; pianos 
pulled to pieces and furniture smashed up. I went on 
to the pont where Lieutenant Chiazzari was in charge, and 
met many wounded being carried across to the ambulance 
train ; among others were General Wynne, and a poor 
officer of the Lancashire Brigade just d3dng with a bullet 
in his chest, also young Hodson of the Terrible ill with 
fever. We crossed the Tugda on planks over the ruins 
of the fallen railway bridge with a swirling torrent about 
a foot below iis, as the river was now in flood. It was 
sad to see this magnificent bridge with all its spans blown 
up and fallen across the river, and one buttress demolished. 
Patch and I climbed up the kopjes beyond, saw the Boer 
s}rstem of trenches, and inspected the places where they 
had blasted the reverse slopes of the kopje, perpendicu* 
larly cut behind, and had got under safe cover from shell. 
The panorama of battle which spread out in front of us 
was most impressive with sheUs biusting close to us ; our 
firing line was some two miles on, resting on small kopjes 
near Pieters that were taken during the night ; our guns, 
great and small, were massed in or beyond Colenso behind 
small kopjes which gave a certain amount of cover ; on 
the left were the 47 guns and four 12-pounders, then the 
4*5 guns; and two miles to the right were other field 
batteries and Ogilvy's four 12-pounders across the river on 
Hlangwane, making some eighty guns in all. Behind the 
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kopjes were massed our men in reserve, besides all the 
Horse Artillery and Cavalry and wagons. There was 
now very heavy Boer shelling over Colenso, giving our 
men a bad time of it ; for instance the whole of our 5^ crew 
of garrison gunners were killed and wounded by a shrapnel, 
and many of the 47 men were hit about the same time. 
Our own shelling was magnificent and deadly, all our fire 
being concentrated at one kopje about 6,000 yards of! ; 
the musketry fire was also very heavy all along the line. 
I never saw such a fine sight before. I returned from 
Colenso to my guns about 3 p.m., in an ambulance train, 
with Major Brazier Creagh. We are losing about 450 
men a day and are advancing very slowly, while the Boers 
appear to be bringing up more guns on our left. No 
news from Ladysmith, but we were all glad to hear the 
brilliant news of the capture of Cronje and all his force 
by Lord Roberts, and the cheering in the fighting line 
on the news being communicated was wild. A very 
heavy musketry fire raged all night, and the InniskUlings 
in a night attack on Railway Hill lost a lot of men, in fact 
were cut up. 

Simday^ 25/A February. — Once more the Commander-in- 
Chief found his position untenable, and half of the guns 
were withdrawn in the night across to our side of the 
Tugela on to Hlangwane ; all the wagons and stores were 
also shifted out of Colenso and the majority of the troops 
moved to the right to the Hlangwane and Monte Christo 
slopes. Colenso was still held in force however by the 
loth Brigade under General Talbot Coke. Two of our 
47 guns on platform mountings were now ordered up to 
Hlangwane from our hill, and were got into position with 
much labour at 2,500 yards by Lieutenant Anderton, 
Natal Naval Volimteers ; they did very good work at that 
decisive range. There was to-day what we called a Boer 
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Sunday, that is, a cessation of firing on both sides after 
a hard ten days of it ; the day was wet and we were all 
washed out of our tents, some of which were blown clean 
down. 

Monday^ 26th February. — ^The attack still hangs fire 
while our troops are being massed on Hlangwane and 
Monte Christo. The shelling of Colenso by the Boers is 
still going on pretty heavily, and one only wonders how 
Naval i2-poimders like ours can be left here as they are, 
no less than six of our gims doing nothing at all. Drum- 
mond left the 6"^ gun under me for a time ; and, on spotting 
a Boer gim on Grobler's Hill, I let drive at 15,000 yards, 
28® elevation. As the shot only fell some 200 yards short, 
I recommended a move to closer range, but the gun even- 
tually never was moved closer. While on Gun Hill we 
had several civilians from Pietermaritzburg and Durban 
looking on at the fighting. A very wet night, which 
made our positions a swamp, but I was warmed by a 
warning to be ready to move my own guns to the front. 

Tuesday y 2yth February. — A wire was handed to me in 
the night to join the loth Brigade with the Yorks and 
Lancasters, and off we went at 6 a.m. in good spirits but 
in a thick drizzle of rain, passing along the eastern slope 
of Hlangwane and winding up a fearful road to the front. 
The Yorks and Lancasters at this point suddenly turned 
off, and feeling that something was going wrong I halted 
my guns and rode on to the Headquarters Staff, about half 
a mile on, finding the Infantry attack just about to com- 
mence, the men all looking very weary, and no wonder. 
I spoke to Ogilvy, who was there with his guns, and after- 
wards to General Buller, who was standing quite close 
surveying the general attack of our Infantry on the centre 
and right 3,000 yards ahead of us. The guns were giving 
the Boers lyddite and shrapnel, and the fighting line were 



I • « 



kV 






WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 49 

cheering as kopje after kopje was taken. It was evident 
to my unpractised eye that we had the Boers on the run 
at last. I told the Commander-in-Chief that my guns 
had arrived, when he repUed, " Why, you should be in 
Colenso," and turned to his Staff, sa3dng that some mistake 
had been made. I therefore showed my written orders, 
and after reading them, the General said, ^' It is not your 
fault, but march to Colenso as quickly as possible '' ; and 
he detached Lord Tullibardine to show us the way; I 
had seen a good deal of him at Springfield. ^' The Pontoon 
bridge is up," he added ; " you must use the Boer pont and 
so ferry across the Tugela." So off we went, and got to 
Colenso at 2 p.m. after a very hot march. 

The ground at the railway crossing which we had to cross 
was being heavily and accurately sheUed, so leaving my 
gun train for a time in a spot safe from the bursting 
shrapnel I rode on to prepare the pont for our crossing 
the river. We got the first gim over to the Colenso side 
of the river after hard work, the rotten bank giving way 
and the gun being half submerged in the water ; then the 
somewhat imhandy soldiers in charge of the pont capsized 
a team of gun oxen when half-way across the river by 
rocking the pont, and, nearly drowning the poor oxen,, 
swam ashore themselves and left them to their fate. It 
was now 5 p.m. and as there were no men to do any- 
thing it was an impossible position, with the pont sunk 
in the middle of the flooded river ; so that at dusk, after 
telling some soldiers who had come up from General Coke's 
Brigade in response to my request what to do to right the 
pont, I drew up my remaining gun and wagons on the south 
bank, and put the gun which was already across the river 
out of action imder a guard below the river bank in case 
of any Boer swoop on it. 

Wednesday^ zSth FebrtMry. — ^A red-letter day. Before- 

4 
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daylight I set my men to work to bale out the pont and 
to get my second gun across the river with loo roimds of 
ammunition, and also ofi-loaded and got over a spare 
wagon and 250 rounds more. AU this was a terrible 
hard job ; two empty military wagons trying to get across 
the drift at this spot were carried away before my eyes 
and only picked up a quarter of a mile down stream. At 
II a.m. I was able at last to march on to join General 
Coke's Brigade in Colenso, and to get my gims into posi* 
tion. I was very exhausted and was feeling rather iU, 
but I was able to dine with the General under a tarpaulin 
and had much talk over old times in the Mauritius in 
1898. It was a very wet evening, and my men who were 
bivouacking with no tents had a bad time of it. The 
sudden cessation of firing most of the day seemed to fore- 
shadow some change at the front, and we found after- 
wards to our joy that a detachment of the Imperial Light 
Horse under Lord Dundonald had ridden into Ladysmith 
at 6 p.m. unmolested by the Boers who were reported to 
be in full retreat.* 

Thursday^ 1st March. — ^Everything seems to fed dull 
and unprofitaUe ; all the cotmtry round is deserted and 
Colenso is almost unbearable from the odour of dead 
horses. At about 11 a.m. the pickets reported Boers in 
force coming down Grobler's Kloof, but the party turned 
out to be our own men ; some of the garrison Cavalry, 
in fact, riding in from Ladysmith, who told us that the 
Boers were in full retreat. In the afternoon I rode roimd 
Colenso. What a scene of desolation and dirt ; huts and 
houses unroofed and everything smashed to pieces I Long 

* The number of killed, wounded, and missing in the Natal Field 
Force, in the operations thus briefly alluded to> from Colenso (15th De- 
cember, 1899) to the Relief of Ladysmith (28th February, 1900), 
amounted to 301 officers and 5,028 men. 
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lines of abandoned trenches, and the perpendicular shelters 
which the Boers had blasted out behind all the kopjes 
against shell fire plainly showed how well they knew how 
to protect themselves. The trenches, about a mfle long, 
in the plain to the right of Colenso are very deep and are 
sand-bagged ; parts of them are full of straw ; many 
shelters are erected in them ; and holes are burrowed out 
and strewn with chips of cartridges and pieces of shell, 
bottles, and every imaginable article. Being somewhat 
curious as to the effect of our shelling which had gone on 
from the loth December to the 12th January at this line 
of trenches, I rode along them and came to the conclusion 
that not one of our shells had actually hit these splendid 
defences, although no doubt our fire annoyed and delayed 
the workers in them. I picked up many curios here. 

Friday y 2nd March. — Not a Boer to be seen within miles. 
Very hot and odoriferous here, and I feel queer and tired 
out although fortunately able to lie down all day. In the 
middle of the night had a sudden and alarming attack 
of colic and was in great agony. I really thought I was 
done for, but my men gave me hot tea and mustard and 
water which did me good. 

Saturday y yd March. — ^Woke up feeling weak and ill, 
but as luckily there was no work on hand I was able to 
lay still under an ammunition wagon and was much revived 
with some champagne which my best bluejacket named 
House got for me from my friend Major Brazier Creagh 
of the Hospital train. The doctor from the Middlesex 
lines who came to see me in the evening told me he had 
been into Lad3^mith and had foimd the garrison looking 
very feeble ; the Cavalry were hardly able to crawl and 
could not therefore pursue the Boers ; the rations had 
been reduced to one and a half biscuits per day per man 
in addition to sausages and soup called Chevril, made 
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from horseflesh. It seems that Ladysmith could have 
held out for another month, but the garrison had, after 
our failure at Spion Kop, given up all hope of our relieving 
them. Poor chaps ! they have had an awful time of it. 
We learn that the Boers had left a huge unfinished dam 
of sand-bags across the KUp River so as to flood out our 
shelter near the banks of the town ; another week would 
have seen this really marvellous work completed ; but 
luckily, as it was, our friends had to decamp in a hurry, 
leaving tents, wagons and ammunition strewn all over 
the neighbourhood ; I wish I could add guns, but none 
were found, and I fear that the retreat took place for one 
reason only, viz., Kruger's fear of being cut off by Lord 
Roberts at Laing's Nek. Except for this I doubt whether 
we should ever have moved the Boers out of the Colenso 
position with our 30,000 men ; indeed, I hear that the 
German Attach^ said it was a wonder, and that his people 
would not have attempted it under ten times the number. 
As it is, we are all glad that General Buller has succeeded. 
Tuesday, dih March, — Nothing special to note except 
that wagons and ambulances have been pouring out of 
Lad5^mith down Grobler's HiU during the last few days. 
Wednesday, yih March. — In the afternoon General Coke 
kindly came to wish me good-bye as his Brigade had 
received orders to sail for East London, and at the same 
time gave me orders to proceed to Ladysmith. Mean- 
while the Naval Brigade under Lionel Halsey passed our 
camp on the way to Durban, and we drew up to cheer them 
and received their cheers in return. Poor fellows, they 
looked as weak as rats. 

Thursday, 8th March. — ^We left Colenso at 5.30 a.m. 
with the 73rd Field Battery for Ladysmith. We were 
much interested on the Grobler's Hill road to see the Boer 
trenches and shelters, which were simply marvellous and 
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made the place impregnable. The trenches were blasted 
out of solid rocks, some 6 feet, and some 6 to 8 feet thick, 
of solid rock and boulder; these were all sand-bagged, 
fitted with shelters with burrowed-out holes, and were 
extended for a front of half a mile facing G>lenso. On 
the other side of the road, slightly higher up, was another 
line of similar trenches, while the road itself was defended 
by a series of stone conning towers — ^to use a Naval term 
— ^all loopholed and commanding the entire passage. It 
was a wonderful revelation to us after the " prepare to 
dig trench" exercise prescribed by our own drill book. 
The Governor of Natal, Sir Walter Hdy-Hutchinson, 
happened to ride by when our Naval guns were drawn 
up, and when he foimd that I was in command he sent 
for me, was very kind, and said he would write to my 
father to tell him he had seen me. Although still feeling 
ill from dysentery I tried not to make much of it, but I 
could no longer ride my horse so got on a wagon. We 
moved on to Ladysmith at 4 p.m. and were much interested 
in the various hills and positions en rouie ; we passed over 
Caesar's camp, which we found a very straggling uninter- 
esting sort of place. The town itself lay on the left and 
was now used as a hospital ; we passed along over the 
iron bridge where the troops from India were encamped, 
and much admired their khaki tents and green ambulances ; 
and climbing the hill leading to the convent to join our 
Naval camp we found Ogilvy in conunand, who said, much 
to my r^et, that the men of the Terrible who manned 
my own and their gtms, were ordered to be withdrawn for 
service in China. 

Friday, gfh March. — Having struggled long against my 
dysentery I am now compelled to go on the sick list ; and 
fed it to be a great blow, after all my trouble and training, 
that my Terrible bluejackets are to go. Good fellows. It 
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seems bad for the force, putting aside all personal reasons, 
that all our trained men now well up to the country we 
fight in, should thus suddenly have to go, and that Moun- 
tain Battery gunners and others should be sent to fill their 
place. The men, however, seem glad to go back to their 
ships after all their severe work ; and indeed the blue- 
jacket is in some respects an odd composition ; he turns 
up trumps when there is work to be done, but he is not 
alwa}^ content with existing conditions and Ukes changes ! 
Sir Redvers Buller is. very pleased with us, so says the 
Naval A.D.C., and the telegrams just read out to the 
Naval Brigade from home are extremely complimentary. 

They are (i) from the Queen — " Pray express my deep 
appreciation to the Naval Brigade for the valuable service 
they have rendered with their guns ** ; (2) from Admiral 
Harris — "The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
desire me to express to the Naval and Marine officers and 
Bluejackets and Marines who have been engaged in the 
successful operations in Natal and Cape Colony, the sense 
of their great admiration for the splendid manner in 
which they have upheld the traditions of the service, and 
have added to its reputation for resourcefulness, courage 
and devotion " ; (3) from the Vice-Admiral Commanding 
Channel Squadron — "Very hearty congratulations from 
officers and men to Naval Brigade." We were all pleased 
at these wires, and especially that, among others, Sir Harry 
Rawson had not forgotten us. 

Saturday^ loih March. — Alas, at last I have to go to 
our Field Hospital much against my will, while to add to 
my sorrow all my good men of the Terrible are starting 
off to rejoin their ship. We were all glad to-day to hear 
of Ogilvy's promotion to Conunander for distinguished 
service in the field. He thoroughly deserves it. 

Tuesday, i^h March, to Thursday, 22nd. — ^A bad time. 



■^T' 



WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL | 55 

and I can hardly walk a few yards without being tired. 
While in hospital, about the 15th, a frightful hailstorm 
came on, the hailstones being as big as walnuts and even 
as golf balls ; the horses in camp broke loose and stam- 
peded, tents were blown down and flooded ; several poor 
enteric patients died from the wetting, and we had a very 
bad time. Meanwhile important changes have gone on ; 
Ladysmith has been emptied of Sir George White's troops ; 
Sir Charles Warren and General Coke are gone to Maritz- 
burg; the Naval Brigade is broken up, and our Naval 
guns are turned over, alas, to Artillery Mountain Batteries. 
Captains Scott and Lambton are made C.B.*s ; the 
Powerful has left for England, and the Terrible leaves for 
China ; our flag is hoisted at Bloemfontein, aiid the tone 
of the Foreign Press has altered; still more troops are 
pouring out from England, and we hear that 40,000 more 
men are to be landed before April, which is a very good 
precaution. 

Friday y zyi March, — There are rumours that the Boers 
have evacuated the Biggarsberg hills, and at any rate all 
our troops are moving on to Elandslaagte. The Dublins 
celebrated St. Patrick's Day on the 17th with great iclai^ 
and all the Irish soldiers throughout Natal wore the 
shamrock. They have behaved splendidly all through 
the operations and it is a pity that the Irish nation is not 
more like the Irish soldier. 

Sunday, 25th March. — Out of hospital to-day, but so 
weak that I can hardly walk a 3rard, so I haye to give in 
and go down country much against my will. General 
Kitchener of the West Yorks told me of a private house 
of the Suttons' at Howick, near Maritzburg, and strongly 
advised me to go there ; so I left Lad3^mith on the 27th 
and got a warm welcome from the Honourable Mr. and 
Mrs. Sutton and their family who were most kind ; and 
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on the best of foods I soon began to pick up. The house 
is a very pretty combined country and farm house facing 
the Howick Falls, 280 feet high, of the Umgeni River. 
While here news came of the disaster at Sauna's Post 
and the capture of 500 of the Irish Rifles at Reddesbeiig, 
so we are all disappointed and think the end of the war 
further off than we thought. My twenty-seventh birth- 
day on the 1st April passed quietly in this peaceful spot, 
and after a pleasant stay I left on the 13th, my lucky 
day, fairly well, although still a stone under weight. I 
was very sorry to leave my more than kind friends and 
hope to meet them again some day. 

Saturday, 14/A April. — Reached Elandslaagte and re- 
joined the Naval Brigade at the foot of the historical kopje 
which the Gordons and Devons stormed in October last. 
The 47's are on top in sand-bagged emplacements, and 
the i2-pounders are in other positions on the right. We 
are with General Clery, in General Hildjrard's Brigade, 
and we hold the right while Sir Charles Warren holds the 
left, of our long line of defence. The Boers face us a long 
way off on kopjes north of us beyond a large plain. 

Sunday, i^h April {Easier Day). — ^All quiet here. 
About lunch time Commander Dundas and Lieutenants 
Buckle and Johnson of the ForU arrived to pay us a visit, 
and they were all very interested in what I and others 
were able to show them. 

Tuesday, vjlh April. — I fed much stronger and better 
now. Orders having come for General Clery's Division 
to withdraw to Modder Spruit, it did so at 6 p.m., 
leaving the Rifle Brigade and Scottish Rifles with us, all 
under General Coke. 

Friday, zoth April. — Nothing moving in front. I have 
been given James's guns to command as he has slight 
fever, and I have had all the work and worry of dragging 
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them up this kopje, making roads and gun emplacements 
which are now too elaborate for my liking. Generals 
Hildyard and Coke came to look at my gun positions 
and said they were both glad to see me again ; they have 
always been considerate and perfect to work under. 
General Hildyard has now Sir Charles Warren's (the Fifth) 
Division. I am very glad to be under him, although sorry 
that Sir Charles Warren leaves us, which he does to 
administer the Free State. Some sensation in camp 
tOKiay at Lord Roberts' comments on Spion Kop ; 
undoubtedly he is very sharp and mostly right ; he is 
now our one great hope out here and seems to be afraid 
of no one. 

Saturdayy 21st April, — ^At daybreak we were hurried 
out by reports of Boers in force to the front, and we saw 
several hundreds on the kopjes at 8,000 to 10,000 }^ards. 
We are now in a position on the hill where Elandslaagte 
was fought. The graves of some of our own men are 
here. In the centre of the hiU are those of the Boers, 
and the remains of hundreds of dead horses and cattle 
are still lying about. The collieries of Elandslaagte lie 
two miles to our left ; and further again to the left are 
the 5' military guns and two 12-pounders in emplacements, 
while our own Naval 12-pounders and the 47's are on 
this hill. Our right flank for some reason seems to be 
left practically undefended. At 7 a.m. the Boers brought 
a 15-poimder Creusot down on this flank and threw several 
shells just over us at 4,800 yards ; our 47's and one of 
my own 12-pounders replied with shrapnel and silenced 
it. The Boers appear to be in force in front, moving 
backwards and forwards through Wessels Nek, so we have 
kept up a desultory fire all day. At night tliey^fired the 
grass in front of us for about four miles ; we were up^all 
night expecting a night attack, but none came ; we were 
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well prepared for it, as the hill was defended by some 
300 men in all roimd the guns. 

Sunday, 22nd April. — At daylight stood to our guns in 
a heavy mist but no Boers reported. Received a box of 
fresh food from one of my kind friends, Mrs. Moreton, 
daughter of Mrs. Sutton of Howick. 

Monday, April 23rd to Friday 27th, — Boers reported to 
be returning on Newcastle. The long-expected presents 
from England for the Naval Brigade from our good friends 
Rev. A. Drew, Miss Weston, Lady Richards, and Mr. 
Tabor, have at last reached us from Durban, where they 
have been lying for upwards of four months. As we 
have only sixty bluejackets left up here we are overloaded. 
I took some tobacco, a beautiful pipe in case, some books, 
and a neck scarf. After all this kindness from friends at 
home what can we do for them in return ? Poor James, 
and also my servant Gilbert, have gone to hospital with 
enteric. I am myself not much up to the mark but am 
thankful to have command of guns again, and so try to 
keep well. 

Monday, yyth April. — ^No events of importance during 
the last few days. Weather a trifle cooler. I rode over 
to the hospital on Saturday to see Gilbert who is very bad, 
poor fellow, and will have to go home. I gave him clothes 
and books and tried to cheer him up a bit. On my return 
I found a fine large parcel of clothes from my own people 
at home. Took the Naval Brigade to Church yesterday 
and marched past General Hildyard afterwards. 

Sunday, 6th May. — Nothing has been stirring during 
this past week, and we are getting rather weary of the 
quiet. We have news from home of the Queen's inspec- 
tion at Windsor of the Powerful men and of a fierce debate 
in Parliament on the Spion Kop despatches. We had our 
own Church service to-day. 



CHAPTER VI 

End of three weary months at Elandslaagte — ^A small Boer attack — 
The Advance of General BuUer by Helpmakaar on Dundee — ^We 
under General Hildyard advance up the Glencoe Valley— Retreat 
of the Boers to Laing's Nek — Occupation of Newcastle and 
Utrecht — ^We enter the Transvaal — Concentration of the army 
near Ingogo—Naval guns ascend Van Wyk, and Botha's Pass is 
forced — Forced march through Orange Colony — Victory at 
Almond's Nek — Boers evacuate Majuba and Laing's Nek — Lord 
Roberts enters Pretoria — We occupy Volksrust and Charlestown. 

Monday^ yth May. — Still at Elandslaagte. Rumours of 
a possible attack made us stand to guns before daylight, 
and it was well we did so, as at 5.45 a.m. a party of 
Boers tried to rush the station and were repulsed with 
slight loss on both sides ; they managed to dear off in 
the dim light. The attacking commando became after- 
wards known as the " Ice Cream Brigade," being largely 
composed of Italians and Scandinavians. 

Thursday^ lOth May. — Rumours of a move. Poor 
Captain Jones is laid up with jaundice, and indeed all 
in camp are a little oif colour. Nice letters to-day from 
my father and Admiral Douglas. The Middlesex and 
Halsey's guns are shifted over to Krogman's farm. Self 
busy putting to rights some of our wagon wheels wUch 
had shrunk from the tjrres owing to the great heat and 
drought. 

Fridayj nth May. — ^A great move this morning. The 
Dorsets trekked at daylight to hold Indudo Mountain 
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and Indumeni on our right. General Clery's Division 
marched with Dimdonald's Cavahy up Waschbank Valley, 
and the $" have been shifted to cover this advance. We 
were much amused to-day in reading the first edition of 
the Ladysmith Lyre (Liar), which perhaps I may be for- 
given for quoting, with songs sung by the garrison : — ^A 
duet by Sir George White and General Qery, " O that we 
two were maying " ; by Buller's Rehef Force, " Over 
the hills and far away " ; by the Intelligence Ofl&cer, " I 
ain*t a-going to tell " ; by Captain Lambton, " Up I came 
with my little lot " ; then a letter from Ladysmith to 
Paradise Alley, Whitechapd : 

''Dear Maria, 

'* This 'ere seige is something orfuL We sits and sits and 
sits and does nothing. Rations is short, taters is oS, and butter 
is gone. We only gets Dubbin. These blooming shells are a 
fair snorter ; they 'um something 'orrid. 'Opin' this finds you as 
it leaves me, 

" Your a£fectionate> 

" Martha." 

Among other amusing items was, ^' Mrs. K. saj^ her dear 
Oom is getting too English : he no longer turns into bed 
in his clothes and boots.'' 

Sunday f 13th May. — ^We got our marching orders at last 
about II a.m., and I was just in the act ci mounting my 
horse in good spirits to ride o£E and see my guns brought 
down over Elandslaagte Kop, when something startled 
him and he bolted over the rocks near the camp ; having 
only one foot in the stirrup I overbalanced and came 
heavily on my head and left shoulder and was knocked 
silly for twenty minutes with a gash over my eye to the 
bone. I was carried to my tent and kindly stitched up 
by Dr. Campbell of the Imperial Light Infantry, and being 
much shaken I was obliged to hand over command of^my 
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guns to poor Sted who was only just recovering from 

jaundice and had to trek off at 3 p.m. to Simday's River 

Drift. By keeping very quiet in the 4-7 camp in Hunt's 

tent I got over my fall better than I expected, and was 

able to move on, with a bandaged head and a sore body, 

with the 4*7 Battery when they marched at daybreak on 

the 17th to Waschbank Bridge which we reached at about 

II p.m. after a very hot and dusty march — all done up 

and cross, and self in addition bandaged up and feeling 

altogether imlovely after a slow and horribly dusty ride 

of eighteen miles. The position of affairs now seems to 

be this : General BuUer with Qery's Division (the 2nd) 

and the Cavalry have occupied Beith and moved on 

Dundee from which the Boers fled on the 14th with 4,000 

men and eighteen guns. Thus, BuUer is in Dundee ; 

L3rttelton's Division (the 4th) is still near Ladysmith 

imder orders to advance ; and we (the 5th) are to move 

to Glencoe with all speed up Glencoe Pass and along the 

railway line route. 

Friiay^ 18th May. — At 7 a.m. we trekked imder General 
Hildyard and had a very trjdng march with dust, dust, 
dust, sometimes a foot thick, till arriving half-way to 
Glencoe we outspanned oxen. We found all the railway 
bridges and the culverts of the Une, some twenty-eight 
all told, blown up along our line of march. The Boer 
positions we passed on the road were extraordinarily 
strong, as usual ; and one can well understand why they 
held on to this place and the Biggarsberg ranges on each 
side, a position ten times stronger than any Colenso. We 
reached Glencoe about 5 p.m., and marching through it 
bivouacked for the night a mile beyond the town on the 
level uplands. Here we received orders to advance with 
all speed to Newcastle, where the Commander-in-Chief 
is with the 2nd Division ; so on we moved by moonlight 
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in a doud of dust and passed the night on an awful rocky 
place at Hatton's Spruit, trekking on in the morning 
towards Newcastle; but when five miles on our march 
we received orders to move back to Glencoe as the line 
had broken down and there were no supplies for us at 
Newcastle. All disappointed, but back we had to go ! 
The weather is bitterly cold, and although we have our 
tents, we are, no doubt for good reasons, not allowed to 
pitch them. 

Sunday, 20th May. — Took over my guns from Steel 
feeling rather low with a plastered cut on my face. 
General Hildyard has congratulated us all on the hard 
work and marching of the last few da}^. Both he and 
his Stafi have alwa}^ a kind word for everyone, and I 
was greatly pleased when they and Prince Christian, on 
seeing me with my faithful guns once more, told me how 
glad they were that I had got so well over my fall. 

Tuesday, 22nd May. — Busy getting my wagon wheels 
and guns right after their trek over the bad road, and 
obliged to send them into Dundee to be cut and re-tyred. 
I rode with Steel and Hunt to Dundee which is five miles 
ofi ; it is a small and miserable place with tin-roofed 
houses, bare dusty surroundings, and awful streets. We 
saw poor General Penn Symons' grave with the Union 
Jack flying over it, and other graves marked by faded 
wreaths and wooden crosses. We had a talk with the 
Chaplain who said that the Boers had passed through on 
Sunday in full fliight with all their guns. We rode back 
from this desolate scene, amid the dust of ages and smell 
of dead animals, wondering how poor General Symons 
ever allowed the Boers to occupy Talana Hill which is 
only half a mile from the town and completely commands 
it ; in fact, there should never have been a Talana, and 
our troops did splendidly to retake it. 
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Wednesday, 2yd May, — Sudden orders to move off 
at 2 p.m., so all is rush and hurry. I rode once more 
at the head of my guns, and all went well with us except 
that one of the poor oxen broke a hind leg in the trek 
chains down a steep bit of road and had to be left behind 
and shot. For four hours after this our long line of march 
was stuck in a drift, but at last, at 11 p.m., we got over 
it and at i a.m. bivouacked at Dannhauser. 

Thursday, 24/A May. — ^The Queen's birthday. God 
bless her. Up at daylight, very cold, and no tents, l^oor 
Captain Jones still very sick with jaundice. Steel also, 
following my example, got a bad fall on the rocks from 
his horse and is in Field Hospital. At noon we all paraded 
in line with the Naval Brigade on the right ; General 
Talbot Coke made a speech and we gave Her Majesty 
three cheers from our hearts and drank her health in the 
evening. 

Friday, 25/A May. — Orders came to get our guns in 
position to defend the camp, so off I had to go to do this 
on one flank and Halsey on the other ; and we lay out 
all day ready for an attack, with the cattle grazing just 
in front of us. To our right about fifty miles off is Majuba 
Hill. 

Saturday, z6ih May. — ^We left Dannhauser at daybreak 
—oh, how cold — ^marched with the loth Brigade, and 
trekked on to Ingagane, meeting on the road L3rttelton's 
Division (the 4th), which was hurrying to the front. We 
reached Ingagane at 5 p.m., and met General Buller and 
Staff just as we were going into camp for the night. The 
General looked well ; and the sight of him, somehow, 
always cheers one up, as one feels something is going to be 
done at once. 

Sunday ^2Tth May. — ^Up at daybreak and awfully cold. 
We marched off to Newcastle, the fine Lancashire Fusiliers, 
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my father's old regiment, doing rearguard just behind 
our guns. Met Archie Shee of the igth Hussars who 
recognised me from old Britannia days, where he and I 
were together. He told me that my cousin Ernest St. 
Quintin of the 19th had gone home with enteric after the 
Ladysmith siege. On getting to the top of the hills over- 
looking Newcastle we were much struck with the view 
and the prettiness of the town which the Boers had hardly 
wrecked at all— quite the best I have seen in Natal from 
a distance. We went gaily down the lull and over a 
footbridge into camp where we found all three Divisions 
together, barring a Brigade pushed on with some 5^ and 
i2-pounders to Ingogo. We hear that Lord Roberts is 
across the Vaal, and that Hunter is pushing up through 
the Orange Free State parallel with us, while the enemy 
are holding Majuba, Laing's Nek and tunnel, and Poug- 
wana Hill to the east of the Nek, with 10,000 men. 

Monday, 2&A May. — ^Moved off with the 5th Division 
imder General Hildyard towards Utrecht. After an eight- 
mile march we crossed the bridge over Buffalo River and 
Drift unopposed by Boers, and entered the Transvaal at 
last. We were the first of the Natal force to do so, so 
I record it proudly. At 9 p.m. — a very cold night — orders 
came for an advance on Utrecht, my guns and some 
Infantry under Major Lousajda being left to hold the bridge 
and drift here. I visited all the salient points of defence 
and outposts from Buffalo River to Wakkerstroom Road 
and carefully selected my gun positions, then brought 
the guns, each with an ammunition wagon, up the ridge, 
a steep pull up, and placed them one commanding the 
Utrecht Road and one Wakkerstroom Road — ^unluckily 
one mile apart, which could not be helped. I put my 
chief petty officer, Munro, in command of the left gun 
and took the right one m3^elf , riding between the two to 
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give general directions when necessary. At night as no 
Boers appeared we withdrew the guns and wagons behind 
the ridge. 

Wednesday, ydh May. — Drew the guns out of laager at 
sunrise and again got into position and arranged details 
of defence with Major Lousada so far as my own work 
was concerned. All was quiet however to-day, and we 
saw no Boers nearer than Pougwana. And so it went on 
for the next few days, during which the Landrost of 
Utrecht, after twenty-four hours* armistice, delivered up 
the town to General Hildyard, sa}dng that he had done 
the same in 1881 to a British force which had never 
occulted it after all. So history repeats itself. 

Saturday, 2nd June. — Marched along the right bank of 
Buffalo River towards Ingogo, while L3^telton's Brigade 
moved on our right on the other side of the river towards 
Laing*s Nek. After a pleasant trek across the open veldt, 
and therefore no dust, we reached De Wet's farm near 
Ingogo in the evening and bivouacked ; a grand day 
marching right under Majuba and Prospect and yet no 
sign of the enemy. Had a short talk with General Hild- 
3^ard and Prince Christian on the march, as they rode by 
my battery, reminding the latter that I had first seen him 
when I was in the Royal yacht in 1894 and took his father 
and himself about in her steam laimch at Cowes — a very 
different scene to this. The Prince said he knew all along 
he had seen me before somewhere. 

Tuesday, s^h June. — Rode to Ingogo and saw the spot 
where the fight took place in 1881, the huge rocks from 
which our fellows were eventually cut up by Boa: rifle 
fire, the monument set up to the 3rd Bn. Royal Rifles, 
and some graves higher up of which one was to a Captain 
of the R.£. Poor, unlucky, but gallant Sir George CoUey ; 
he went from Ingogo to Majuba and there met his untimely 

5 
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death. The view from here of Laing's Nek was glorious 
at sunset, Majuba frowning on one side with Mount Pros- 
pect and Pougwana on the other, and the bed of the Ingogo 
River below in a green and fertile valley. The Boer 
position is very strong although our heavy Artillery ought 
to be able to force it. 

Wednesday^ dik June. — ^All on the move, as the armistice 
which (reneral Buller was trying to arrange with Chris 
Botha is up, the latter replying : '" Our heavy guns and 
Mausers are our own and will be moved at our con- 
venience ; the armistice is over." We hear that Lord 
Roberts is in Pretoria and that Kruger has fled ; but 
how unsatisfactory that this does not end the war. In 
fact, marching to Pretoria was the feature and romance 
of the war, and now must commence anxious and weary 
guerilla tactics which may last a long time. About dark 
in came orders to the Naval guns to move on and occupy 
Van Wyk to-night : and ofi we went through large grass 
fires and along awful roads, getting to the foot of the hill 
at about i a.m. with no worse mishap than the upset of 
one of my guns twice on huge rocks hidden in the long 
grass. 

Captain Jones ordered me to go on up the hill during 
the night, leaving the 47 guns at the bottom ; so we 
commenced a weary climb up Van Wyk (6,000 feet) on 
a pitch-dark night lighted only by the lurid gleams of 
grass fires which the enemy had set going on the slopes 
of the mountain. With thirty-two oxen on each gun it 
was only just possible to ascend the lower slopes, and thus 
we made very slow progress. But as Colonel Sim R.E. 
kindly showed me a sort of track up, on we toiled for six 
hours, my men not having had a scrap of food or a rest 
since starting while the night was deadly cold and dark. 
In the gray dawn, just as we were attempting the last 
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slope which was ahnost precipitous, the wheels of one of 
the guns gave out and there we had to leave it till day- 
light, pressing on with the sound one and getting it up 
to the top exactly at daylight (7th June) in accordance 
with our orders, taking the gun and limber up sepStrately, 
with all my oxen and 100 men pulling. We found the 
position was hdd by the loth Brigade, and very heavy 
sniping going on down the N.W. slopes — a regular crackle 
of musketry. 

I soon got my gun along the crest into an emplacement 
prepared by the Royal Engineers, and opened fire at once 
at 7,000 yards at a Boer camp on the slopes of an opposite 
kop ; but finding the camp practically deserted we did not 
waste much fire on it. My men were now half dead with 
fatigue and cold, so we all got a short rest in a freezing 
wind. 

Sir Redvers Buller, quite blue with cold, rode up about 
9 a.m. with his Colonial guide, and carefully surveyed the 
position through my long telescope. Prince Christian also 
came up later to talk over the Boer position and seemed 
in great spirits. After a good look round we could not 
see many signs of the enemy in front, and he was just 
going oS to report this, but at that moment the spurs of 
the berg opposite to us became alive with them at 6,000 
or 7,000 yards oS ; they came in a long line out of a dip 
and donga and advanced in skirmishing order with ambu- 
lances in rear and a wagon with what looked like a gun 
on it. I opened fire at once and put my first two shells at 
6,000 yards right into some groups of horsemen ; we saw 
them tumbling about, so after about a dozen shots from 
my gun ofi they went like greased lightning, seeming to 
sink into the earth and evidently quite taken aback to 
find we had a gun in such a position. In a few minutes 
not a sign of them was left, and the Commander-in-Chief 
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riding up appeared much pleased^and congratulated us 
on our straight shooting ; he seemed very satisfied that 
we had got the guns up Van Wyk at all, and rode off 
leaving us quite rewarded with his appreciation, besides 
that of General Hildyard and his Staff who were with 
him. 

Up to about noon we had nothing but long range sniping 
going on, but to make all sure the 47 guns were sent up 
the hill by an easier and more circuitous road than we 
had come, and took up position in emplacanents close 
to us. We on oiu: part were busy all day completing 
our ammunition up to 100 rounds a gun from the wagons 
which we had been obliged to leave in the night half-way 
down the hill. Horribly cold ! I slept in the open imder 
a limber. 

Friday, &h June. — ^An attack on Botha's Pass arranged 
for 10 a.m. The loth Brigade and Naval guns are to 
hold Van Wyk and cover the advance, with a range of 
8,000 yards from the pass itself, and about three miles 
of valley and road between to search with our fire ; the 
nth Brigade is to attack in the centre, advancing along 
ihe valley to the foot of the pass ; the 2nd Brigade of 
the 2nd Division to attack on the right, in echelon, and 
clear the slopes and spurs oft he berg on our right flank ; 
we ourselves to form the left of the line. 

Our first objective was a conical high kop, called Spitz 
Kop, about 3,000 yards on our right and this was occupied 
without resistance by the South African Light Horse ; 
our guns searched aU the valleys and dongas up to the pass 
with a furious fire for some two hours assisted by May's 
batteries below us. We could hear General Clery pound- 
ing Laing's Nek with the two 47 guns on Prospect Hill 
and four 5"^ guns on oiu: right, although Majuba and Poug- 
wana were shut out by Moimt Inkwelo from our actual 
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view ; and we knew that General Lj^tdton had been 
detached to operate to the N.E. of Wakkerstroom. The 
attack developed about noon, and we saw below us our 
Infantry and field batteries spread out in the plain like 
ants while we still pointed our guns ahead of them on to 
the top of the berg and pass. Up to the foot of the 
berg our men met with no resistance, but at last a furious 
fire of rifles and Pom-poms broke out on our right centre 
from Boers concealed in dongas and trenches on the spurs. 
Our gallant nth Brigade, with the pressure eased by our 
fire and by the advance of the 2nd Brigade, took the hills 
and pass in grand style, and with small loss comparatively 
to ourselves. About 4 p.m. the enemy, driven up to the 
sky-hue, lit large grass fires and cleverly slipped of! 
towards the N.E. under cover of the smoke. We saw and 
fusilladed the Pom-poms through this smoke at 10,000 
yards with the 4'7's, and at 5 p.m. we had the whole ground 
in our possession. Our troops in the valley were pushed 
on all night, and we ourselves also received orders to 
descend Van Wyk and press on. A shocking night ; very 
wet and bitterly cold, with a heavy Scotch mist settled over 
us. Down Van Wyk we came, although delayed by our 
escort of Dublin Fusiliers losing their way all night in 
the fog, but the Dorsets helped us instead. We had a 
tough job coming down the steep hill in the mist but I 
had some fifty men on each of my guns to drag back and 
steady them, and we eventually got down to the lower 
ground without accident, but very much worn out and 
only just before daylight. 

Saiurdayy gfh June. — ^At 6 a.m. moved on for Botha's 
Pass Road at full speed, and skirting a crest of hills over- 
looking a deUciousIy cool river, we soon came to the valley 
where our attack was advanced, and eventually got up 
the pass at dusk, at the tail end of a huge column all racing 



70 WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 

to get up first. If the Boers had properly entrenched 
the place it would have been impregnable. We bivouacked 
in Orange River Colony at the top of the pass, all in good 
spirits at our success and at being in a new country. 

Sunday, loth June. — Off at daybreak through delight- 
ful hard roads and veldt as compared with mountainous 
Natal ; we can now realize Lord Roberts' fine forced 
marches on seeing the difference between these and the 
Natal roads. Our bullocks slipped along at the rate of 
three miles an hour, and passing farms flying white flags 
and flat veldt country we bivouacked for the night on 
Gansvlei Spruit, finding the boundary here of the Trans- 
vaal (a bend of the KUp River) quite close to us. 

Monday, ixth June, — Off at 5 a.m., and got our Naval 
gims in position to attack, but found that the Boers had 
evacuated the groimd in front of us. Up and on at a 
great rate over the grassy veldt, the guns now marching 
in four columns and keeping a broad front. At about 
I p.m. sudden firing in front and the familiar whirr of 
Boer shells made us come into action at 4,500 yards on 
Almond's Nek Pass, through which our road lay. The 
Boers were evidently in possession, judging by the warm 
greeting of Pom-poms and the Creusot 5^, which played 
on us without much damage. The troops were now all 
halted, and formed up for attack which was to conmience 
in an hour's time. The Commander-in-Chief (Buller) 
directed the operations, carried out at 2 p.m. by the In- 
fantry advancing in long extended lines, the loth Brigade 
in the centre, the nth on the right, and the 2nd on the 
left, the field batteries and Naval guns covering the advance 
with lyddite. The loth Brigade, which had 3,000 yards 
of plain to cross and a small kop to take, dislodged the 
Boers and their Pom-poms quietly and steadily under a 
heavy rifle and gun|fire, the noise being terrific, as the 
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hills and ravines were smothered by shrapnel and lyddite ; 
in half-an-hour the Boers were on the run again and their 
fire was silenced, after treating us with Pom-pom and 
45-lb. shrapnel, one piece of which narrowly escaped my 
left foot — a detail interesting to myself to recall. The 
attack of the Queen's, East Surreys, and Devons, on the 
left of the pass, and especially of the Dorsets on the conical 
hill, was most gallant and irresistible. Thus, about 5 p.m., 
at dusk we were in possession of the ridges 5,000 feet high 
on the left and right of the pass, which we thought a 
great achievement, while the Cavalry and Horse Artillery 
were pushed on to complete the Boer rout, but darkness 
coming on prevented this. General Buller and his Staff 
rode along our guns evidently very pleased, and indeed 
the force had won a briUiant little victory which cleared 
our way effectually and turned Laing's Nek besides. The 
Boers lost, as we thought, about 140 killed, of whom we 
buried a good many, while our casualties in killed and 
wounded were 137 ; but we afterwards learnt from an 
official Boer list found in Volksrust that their losses on 
this occasion reached 500, chiefly from our shrapnel fire. 
General Talbot Coke who directed the centre attack con- 
gratulated Captain Jones on the fine shooting of the Naval 
guns, as did also General Buller who said it had enabled 
them to take the position in front of us with such small 
loss. Again bitterly cold, and we bivouacked for the 
night on the battlefield. 

Tuesday, 12th June. — On again an hour before dawn 
through Almond's Nek ; a thick mist came down, but 
all being eventually reported clear ahead we marched on 
towards Volksrust and bivouacked. 

Wednesday, 13th June. — ^All our men in high spirits ; 
the nth Brigade, with the Naval guns, moved on Volks- 
rust, while the loth Brigade and Roydl Artillery guns 
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marched to Charlestown» and we thus occupied the two 
towns simultaneously. Volksrust is a cold-looking, tin- 
roofed town ; all houses and farms are showing the white 
flag, the men are gone, and the women are left behind 
weeping for their dead. We captured here a store of 
rifles and ammunition besides wagons and forage, not to 
mention Boer coffins left in their hurried flight. 

Thursday and Friday, 14/A and 15th June. — At Volksrust 
resting on our laiurels, and all in good heart, although 
feeling this bitter mid-winter cold. General Hildyard 
sent for names to mention in his despatches, and I believe 
I am one. As commanding the Tartar guns I was also 
very pleased to be able to mention six of my men, and 
am full of admiration of the way in which my bluejackets 
have worked, shot, and stood the cold and marching. To 
sum up our recent operations, they are : — March from 
Elandslaagte to Glencoe, reoccupation of Newcastle ; 
crossing of Buffalo Drift and occupation of Utrecht; 
ascent of Van Wyk at night with guns ; tumingand capture 
of Botha's Pass; march through Orange River Colony 
and Transvaal in pursuit of the Boers ; taking of Almond's 
Nek and occupation of Volksrust and Charlestown, with 
the strong position of Laing's Nek turned and evacuated 
by the enemy who are in full flight. This is all very 
satis&ctory, and we hear of congratulations from the 
Queen and others to General BuUer. The Boers have^ 
however, with their usual cleverness and ability, got away 
their guns by rail, but we hope to get them later. We 
are now busy refitting wagons and gear for a further 
advance. I hope the services of the bluejackets in these 
operations, which have been invaluable, will receive the 
recognition they deserve at the end of the campaign. 



CHAPTER VII 

Majuba Hill in 1900— We march oh Wakkentroom and occupy 
Sandspruit — Withdrawal of H.M.S. Farias men and Naval 
Volunteers from the front — Action under General Brocklehurst at 
Sandspruit — I go to hospital and Durban for a short time — 
Recover and proceed to the front again — Take command of my 
guns at Grass Kop — Kruger flies from Africa in a Dutch man-of- 
war — Many rumours of peace. 

Saturday, i6ih June. — Starting about 10 a.m. I rode 
over to Laing's Nek with Captain Jones and Lieutenants 
Himt and Steel, taking Charlestown on our way and 
getting up to the railway tunnel where Qery's Division 
is encamped. The Boer scoundrels have blown down 
both ends of the tunnel, blocking up the egress, and puttix^ 
a dead horse at each end ! We found also a deep boring 
they had made over the top of the nek through the slate 
with the object of reaching the roof of the tunnel and 
exploding it ; but this having failed, from our friends not 
getting deep enough, the damage is insignificant and the 
rail will be cleared by the Engineers within a few da)^. 
We rode along the top of Laing's Nek and looked at the 
trench, some three to four miles long, which the Boers 
had made there; it completely defends the nek from 
every point of attack and gives the defender, by its zigzag 
direction, many points for enfilading any assaulting party. 
In fact, the work is marvellous ; the Boers must have had 
10,000 men employed on it, the trench being some five feet 
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deep on stone and slate, with clever gun positions, stretch- 
ing from Pougwana, to the east of the nek, to Amajuba 
on the west, as we saw plainly later on from Majuba and 
elsewhere. We rode up Majuba Hill as far as we could, 
finding it a great upstanding hill with a flat top overlooking 
the nek. On the way we passed many small trenches 
and sniping pits evidently made for enfilading fire. From 
the top of the grassy slope (when it became too steep for 
the horses to climb) we commenced the ascent of the 
actual hill on foot, climbing, one might say, in the foot- 
steps of the Boers of 1881 when they made the wonderful 
attack on CoUey and turned his men off the top. Right 
well can we now imderstand how they did it ; it is almost 
too clear to be credible to us, and one cannot but regret 
the omission of the English force to hold the spurs of the 
mountain when occupying the top, seeing that any attack- 
ing party, safe from fire from the top of the hill on account 
of the projecting spurs, could get up untouched to within 
a few feet of the top of this northern face ; this is what the 
Boers did while holding poor Sir Geoige Colley's attention 
by long-range fire from the valley below. We saw what 
must have been the very paths up which the Boers crept, 
and when it came to the point where they had to emerge 
the slope was precipitous but short ; here, so records tell 
us, by a heavy rifle-fire while lying flat on their stomadis, 
they drove our men off the sky-hue, and once at the top 
the whole affair became a slaughter. Climbing this last 
steep bit as best we could, we reached the fiat top quite 
blown and foimd it about 300 yards wide with the well- 
known, cup-shaped hollow, in the centre of which lie our 
poor fellows buried in a wire enclosure — sad to say twenty- 
two bluejackets among them, beside Gordons, King's 
Royal Rifles, and others. An insignificant stone heap 
marks the place where poor CoUey was shot, and on one 
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stone is put in black-lead " Here Colley fell." The sky- 
line which our men held had only a few small rocks behind 
which they tried to shelter themselves but no other defence 
at all in the shape of a wall or trench. All the east and 
south faces overlooking the nek have now (nineteen years 
later) been very heavily trenched by the Boers at great 
expense of labour; they were evidently expecting we 
should attack and perhaps turn them out of Majuba, 
although the slope of the hill on the south side is quite 
too precipitous for such an operation. I picked up some 
fern and plants near where Colley fell, as a memento. We 
took an hour and a half to get down again, meeting 
General BuUer and his StafE walking up to inspect the 
hiU, and I rode back ten miles to Volksrust blessed with 
a headache from the steep climb and strong air. The 
view^from the top of Majuba, showing the Boer trenches 
on Laing's Nek, was wonderful ; well might they think 
their position impregnable and well might we be satisfied 
to have marched through Botha's Pass and forced the 
enemy to evacuate such an impregnable place with so 
little loss to ourselves. 

Sunday, lyth June. — Left Volksrust early to march on 
Wakkerstroom, news having come in that General L5^tel- 
ton was somewhat pressed and was unable to get on. Our 
march was uneventful, as we only passed the usual farms 
with white flags and batches of Dutch women — ^as mis- 
chievous as they pretend to be friendly. Bivouacking for 
one night we got to Wakkerstroom — k march of twenty- 
eight miles— on the i8th, bivouacking outside the usual 
style of town, very cold and gray looking, one or two tall 
buildings, and situated in a treeless valley at the foot of 
some high hills. Very coldfand wet. 
^Wednesday, 2Qih June. — Moved away from this spot the 
same way we came, and had no incident except hard 
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marching ; we passed Sandspmit on the Pretoria line, 
which we foimd undefended. Lees, the Naval A.D.C., 
here came up and told Captain Jones that the General 
wanted him. He rode off in a great hurry, first asking 
self and Halsey whether our small commandos wanted 
to stop or go ofi. We both replied '* Stop, and see it 
out." Captain Jones came back to say that the Forte 
men and the Natal Naval Volunteers were to be with- 
drawn, and the 4*7 guns to be turned over to the military ; 
we are to remain. He did not seem to know whether to 
be glad or sorry but told us that Admiral Harris had wired 
to the Commander-in-Chief that he wanted the Forte 
men for an expedition up the Gambia on the west coast. 
Such is the Naval Service, here one day and off the 
next. 

Friday, 22nd June. — The nth Brigade and Naval 
guns marched ofi at 9 a.m., leaving myself with the 
i8th Hussars, Dorsets, 13th Battery R.A. and so on, 
to defend Sandspmit Bridge. I was very sorry to say 
good-bye to Captain Jones and all, especially Hunt, Steel 
and Anderton, after our seven months' campaigning and 
hardships together, and I feel quite lonely. General 
Hildj^ard introduced me to General Brocklehurst who 
commands here. We selected gun positions and got the 
37th Company R.E. to make two emplacements for my 
guns. I had a look at the bridge at which the Boers had 
fired gun shots to carry an important trestle away, but 
they did but slight damage. 

Saturday, 2yd June. — Rode about all day looking at 
the defences with our Brigade Major (Wyndham), selecting 
positions and giving my opinion on some of them. Was 
asked to Itmch with General Brocklehurst and Staff 
(Wyndham of the Lancers, Corbett of the 2nd Life Guards, 
and Crichton of the Blues) and had tea with them as well 
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— all a veiy nice lot. Trains are running through to 
Standerton where the Commander-in-Chief and General 
Clery are at present. 

Sunday, 24th June. — ^A quiet and cold day. Called on 
the Dorsets and found that Colonel Cecil Law is a cousin, 
and very nice and kind. 

Monday, 25th June. — ^A hard frost and heavy mist. 
General Brocklehurst moved out with the nth Hussars, 
two guns of the 13th Battery, my own guns, and a Com- 
pany of the Dorsets, against some Boers who had been 
often sniping us and our guides from the Amersfoort 
Road. We got into position about 2 p.m., and had a 
small action lasting till dark ; my guns clearing the ridges 
on the right at 4,500 yards with shrapnel, while the Hussars 
and guns advanced over a high ridge in front. Here the 
Boers resisted and retired, but on our drawing ofi into 
camp later on, to save the daylight, they came after us 
in full force and we had a small sort of action with lots 
of firing ; we gave them fifty shrapnel. The General 
seemed pleased with our shooting. Trekked back to 
camp and dined with Colonel Law and the Dorsets who 
fed us up right well. Sent General Brocklehurst and 
his A.D.C. some damaged and fired brass cartridge cases 
which they wanted as a memento. 

Thursday, 2&th June. — ^About 2 p.m. a Flying Column 
from Volksrust passed through here to follow up the Boers 
at Amersfoort. This war certainly seems likely to last 
a long time. 

Friday, 2q^ June. — To-day General Talbot Coke with 
a Flying Column moved out at 8 a.m. supported by the 
i8th Hussars and some of our guns, but he had to fall 
back in face of a superior force of 2,000 Boers and 6 guns 
against him. We had some twenty casualties. 

Saturday, 310th June. — I have been for some days sick 
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and ill with jaundice, arising from exposure and hard 
work, but am anxious not to give in. To-day I am advised 
however to do so, and to-morrow may see the last of me 
here as I go into hospital, and here I may say I remained 
till the 5th July when I was able to get up although as 
weak as a rat. I was advised by the doctor to run down 
to Durban to the warmer climate, so as I felt too weak 
to do anything else I had to ask the General for sixteen 
da}^* leave which he gave me. Thus on the 6th July after 
giving over my gims to Lieutenant Gutterbuck, I left 
Sandspruit in an empty open truck at 4 p.m., got down to 
Volksrust at dark, and met Reeves, R.S.O., who had had 
jaundice and who offered me a bed in his office, which I 
was delighted to have ; also met again Captain Patch, 
R.A. We all dined together at the station and wasn*t I 
ravenous ! We all came to the conclusion that we were 
rather sick of campaigning if accompanied by jaimdice 
and other ills of the flesh. 

Saturday, yth July. — ^At 8.30 a.m. went on by train to 
Ladysmith which I reached at 8 p.m., and got into Durban 
the next morning at 9 a.m. A lovely morning and a nice 
country covered with pretty gardens and flowers — such a 
change from that awfully dried up Northern Natal. I 
secured a room at the Marine Hotel, feeling ill and glad 
to get sleep and oblivion for a time. 

Wednesday, 11th July. — The weather at Durban is 
lovely and I am already feeling better. Have met Nugent 
of the Thdis and Major Brader Creagh, also down with 
jaundice. My letters have lately all gone wrong, but 
to-day I received a batch to my great delight. 

And now I must perforce close this record of personal 
experiences, written perhaps more to amuse and satisfy 
myself than for the perusal of others ; more especially 
as this being a personal Diary I have been obliged by force 
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of circumstances to use the pronoun " I " more than I 

would otherwise wish. The war seems played out so far 

as one can judge. It appears to be becoming now a 

guerilla warfare of small actions and runaway fights at 

long ranges ; these furnish of course no new experiences 

or discoveries to Naval gunners ; in fact, the sameness 

of them is depressing, and what with marching, fighting, 

poor living, d3^sentery, and jaimdice, I humbly confess 

that my martial zeal is at a much lower ebb than it was 

a year ago. Tet time may produce many changes and 

surprises, and I may yet find myself again at the front ; 

who knows ! 

«   *  

Thursday^ 26th July, — ^The quick return to health which 
the change to the waimth of Durban effected made me 
only too glad to get back to the front again with the 
object of " being in at the death." I travelled up as far 
as Ingc^o with Captain Reed, R.A. (now a V.C.) ; thence 
on to Sandspruit, and on again in a Scotch cart, which 
Major Carney, R.A., M.C., lent me, to Grass Kop, a hill 
six miles off the station and some 6,000 feet high. Ugh ! 
I shall never forget the drive and the jolting, and the 
sudden cold after Durban weather. Still I was able to 
rejoin my guns before dark, and to receive them over 
from Lieutenant Clutterbuck who had been sent to relieve 
me when I was obliged to leave the front. He fortunately 
had a share in taking this hill with the Dorsets when in 
command of my guns. With a whole battalion at first 
of Dorsets under Colonel Law (who had dug marvellous 
good trenches), and later on with three Companies of the 
South Lancashires, and after that two Companies of the 
Queen*s (note the descending scale of numbers), we defend 
this position, monarchs of all we survey, and therefore 
bagging all we can get, not only of the numerous guinea 
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fowl, partridge, and spring buck dwelling on its sides 
and in its ravines, but also, it must be confessed, of the 
tamer and tougher bipeds from surrounding farms that 
were nearly all deserted by their owners. For many 
weeks we had a great deal of fun in our little shooting 
expeditions. Major Adams of the Lancashires, a keen 
sportsman, was always sighting game through his binocu- 
lars as he was going on his constant patrols round the 
defences, and he allowed the rest of us to shoot when able. 
Thus in the midst of our work we had many a jolly hour 
in those occasional expeditions close to our lines ; one 
day we made a large bag of geese and started a farmyard 
just in front of our guns on a small nek, giving our friends 
the geese a chance of emulating the deeds of their ancestors 
at the Roman Capitol; for who can tell whether they 
may not yet save Grass Kop if our friends the Boers are 
game enough to attack. 

Sunday, 12th August. — ^The gales of wind up here are 
something awful. This evening as we were toasting the 
^* Grouse " at home, a furious blast blew down and split 
up my own tent and that of others, although fortunately 
we had a refuge in the mess-house which the Dorsets had 
made by digging a deep hole roofed over with tin ; here 
we are fairly comfortable and have stocked this splendid 
apartment with Boer furniture, including a small organ. 
Our evenings with the South Lancashires in this mess- 
house have been as merry as we could make them, and 
our president, Major Adams, whom we all like, occasionally 
fires off a tune on the organ which he plays beautifully 
such as it is. The Volunteers with us are to be seen at 
all times sitting on the side of the hill surveying the country 
through their binoculars and watching the movements of 
the enemy. Marking the interest which this being *' able 
to see " gives men, I sincerely hope that in future wars 
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each company of a regiment or of a battleship may be 
always suppUed with a certain proportion of binoculars, 
or with small hand telescopes, for possible outpost duty. 

Monday y 13/A Aupist, — General Hildyard rode up here 
and expressed himself much pleased with our trenches 
and defences. I had a talk with him about matters and 
he does not seem to anticipate a further advance of the 
5th Division just yet. However, here we are, and the kop 
" has a fine healthy air," as the General who was quite 
blue with cold remarked. Neither my men nor self have 
had any letters for weeks, which is rather dreary for us ; 
our mails are, no doubt, chasing the Commander-in-Chief 
at Ermelo. One feels a certain amount of pity for these 
Boers ; they are, owing to their reckless and cimning 
leaders, in the position of a conquered race, and this 
position to such a people who are naturally proud, cimning 
and overbearing must be awful. One notices this much 
even among the few old men, boys and women who are 
left on the farms ; they display a certain air of dejection 
and are even cringing till they see that they are not going 
to be robbed or hurt when their self-confidence soon re- 
asserts itself. There is a typical old Boer farmer and his 
family Uving at the foot of Grass Kop ; a few presents of 
coffee and sugar have made this family grateful and quite 
glad to see us ; stiQ one detects the cunning in their 
nature, and they don't hide for a moment that they wish 
the English anjrwhere but in their coimtry. Poor people, 
they have one good point in their characters which is that 
they won't hear of anyone running down their President 
even although he has terribly sold them. 

Wednesday^ x$th August, — ^We have now watched two 
fights roimd the town of Amersfoort, about eighteen miles 
north of us. On the 7th General BuUer occupied the 
place and we were all in readiness to defend our right 
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flank if need be, but our friends the Boers bolted to Ermelo 
instead of coming our way. We were all rather annoyed 
at Grass Kop, however, to see a Boer laager with a dozen 
wagons, guns and ambulances inspan at almost the last 
moment and slip ofi under the very noses of our Cavalry 
who were drawn up in force under a long ridge, doing 
nothing for an hour at least. This is all the more vexing 
because for a fortnight or more we had sent in accurate 
reports as to this very laager which a single flank move- 
ment of the Cavalry would have easily taken en bloc^ 
instead of which they paid no attention to our heliograph 
from Major Adams to *' hurry up and at them." These 
frontal attacks on towns without flanking movements 
se^n to be absurd, as the enemy and his guns invariably 
get away under our noses. To-day General BuUer occu- 
pied Ermelo, but as ill-luck will have it the commandos 
which split up before him have come south-east and are 
giving trouble on the Natal border. 

Friday^ z/^h August. — The winter is slipping away, and 
to-day I am writing in one of those horrible north-west 
gales of wind which knock our tents into' shreds and whirl 
round us dust as thick as pea-soup. Our kop hfe is 
becoming a little monotonous but we manage to get on. 

Monday^ 2yth August, — The Boers have again cut the 
line and are shelling Ingogo, so we must evidently march 
on their laager. Down comes the rain in a perfect deluge 
for three days which is most depressing, more especially 
as our poor mess-house is full of water from a leaky roof 
and we have to take our meals with feet cocked up on 
tin sheets. The South Lancashires have suddenly got 
the order to move for which we are all very sorry. I 
presented Major Adams with two old brass cases and two 
blind i2-poimder shells for the regiment from the Navy 
detachment, as a memento of our pleasant time with them. 
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We have been very busy making our positions secure 
from attack in case of accidents with barbed wire, besides 
sangars and trenches. 

Wednesday^ 5/A September. — Very thick mists up here, 
and as we hear rumours of attack we have very alert and 
wakeful nights. A great many movements in our front 
which only succeed in dispersing the Boer commandos 
without capturing them. We hear of Lord Roberts' 
proclamation of the ist September annexing the Trans- 
vaal, and we give three cheers !* 

* The following is a copy of a telegram which the Governor re* 
ceived from Lord Roberts, dated 13th September, 1900 : 

^I have ordered the following proclamation to be printed and 
widely circulated in English and Dutch. 

** The late President, with Mr. Reitz, and the archives of the South 
African Republic, have crossed the Portuguese frt)ntier and arrived at 
Lourenso Marques, with a view of sailing for Europe at an early date. 
Mr. Kruger has formally resigned the position he held as President of 
the South African Republic, ihas severing his official connection with 
the Transvaal 

^ Mr. Kruger's action shows how hopeless, in his opinion, is the war 
which has now been carried on for nearly a year, and his desertion of 
the Boer cause should make it clear to his fellow-burghers that it is 
useless for them to continue the struggle any longer. 

*Mt is probably unknown to the inhabitants of the Transvaal and 
Orange River Colony that nearly 15,000 of their fellow-subjects are 
now prisoners of war, not one of whom wiU be released until those now 
in arms against us surrender unconditionally. 

'* The burghers must now by this time be cognisant of the fsLCt that 
no intervention on their behalf will come from any of the Great 
Powers, and, further, that the Bntish Empire is determined to com- 
plete the work which has already cost so many valuable lives, and to 
carry to its conclusion the war declared against her by the late 
Governments of the Transvaal and Orange Free State — a war to 
which there can be but one ending. 

" If any further doubts remain in the minds of the burghers as to 
Her Britannic Majesty's intentions, they should be dispelled by the 
permanent manner in which the country is gradually being occupied by 
Her Majesty's forces, and by the issue of the proclamations signed by 
me on the 24th May and the ist September, 1900^ annexing the Orange 
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Wednesday, 12th September. — Not much to record. 
Lieutenant Halsey, R.N., looking very fit, came to see 
me yesterday from Standerton, and from what he sa)^ 
we are likely to remain on here for some time longer 
defending the position which is no doubt an important 
one. My oxen are well, but some of the men are getting 
enteric. We have to be on the alert against Kaffirs who 
prowl up the hill with a view, as we think, of taking a look 
round on the defences. 

Friday, 14/A September. — ^Engaged in writing details of 
the graves of two of the Tartar men who, as the Admiral 
said in a memo, on the subject, had given their lives for 
thefr Queen and country. Apparently the Guild of Loyal 
Women of South Africa have engaged to look after all 
the graves of H.M. sailors and soldiers in this country and 
have written to ask for their position. What a kindness 
this is, and what a comfort to the poor families in England 
who cannot come out to do so ! The two services must 
be ever in debt for it. We are all glad to hear that Kruger 
has bolted from the country wik Delagoa Bay. But why 
let him escape ? 

Free State and the South African Republic respectively, in the name 
of Her Majesty. 

'* I take this opportunity of pointing out that, except in the small 
area occupied by the Boer army under the personal command of 
Commandant General Botha, the war is degenerating into operations 
carried on in an irregular and irresponsible manner by small, and, in 
very many cases, insignificant bodies of men. 

^ I should be failing in my duty to Her Majesty's Government and 
to Her Majesty's Army in South Africa, if I neglected to use every 
means in my power to bring such irregular warfare to an early 
conclusion. 

" The means which I am compelled to adopt are those which the 
customs of war prescribe as being applicable to such cases. 

** They are ruinous to the country, entail endless suffering on the 
burghers and their families, and the longer this guerilla warfare 
continues the more vigorously must they be enforced." 
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Sunday^ 23rd September. — ^StiD here, with all sorts of 
news and rumours constantly coming up ; Kruger sailing 
to Europe in a Dutch man-of-war ; Botha said to be on 
the point of surrendering ; some 15,000 Boer prisoners 
in our hands and so on ; while at Volksrust the burghers 
are surrendering at the rate of fifty a day, and here at 
Sandspruit they are dribbling in by half-dozens for what 
it is worth. But from now up to ist October at Grass 
Kop we have to record " Nothing, nothing, always 
nothing,'' although in the outer world we hear of great 
doings, and of C.I.V.'s, Canadians, Guards, Natal Volun- 
teers, and others all preparing to go home for a well- 
deserved rest. Our turn must soon come, and I am busy 
preparing my Ordnance and Transport accounts in view 
of sudden orders to leave the front. The following circular 
may be of interest as showing the gifts given for the 
troops in Natal during these operations by native chiefe 
and others in that colony. 



Circular with Lines of Communication Orders. 

No. A 23. 

The foUowing gifts of money have been sent from native chiefs, 
committees, and others in Natal for the benefit of the troops in Natal. 
The amounts received for the sick and womided have been handed 
over to the principal medical officer, lines of communication, and 
the other gifts to the officers conmianding concerned : 



J^rom whom received. 


Date 
received. 


Amount. 


On what account 


Ngeeda (of Chief 




I s. ^ 




Ndguna's tribe) ... 


7/3/00 


700 


ist Manchester Regi- 
ment. 


Chief Xemuhenm ... 


22/3/00 


10 


For troops who de- 
fended Ladysmith. 


Berlin Mission (New 








Germany) ... ... 


22/3/00 


800 


For sick and wounded. 


Native Christian 








Communities 


28/3/00 


15 


For war ftmds. 
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From whom received. 

Chief Umzingelwa ... 

Chief Laduma 

Members of Free 
Church of Scotland 
Mission (natives) ... 

Natives of Alexandra 
Division 



Date 
received. 



Amount. On what account. 



£ s. d. 

28/3/00 500 
30/3/00 800 



30/3/00 9 5 6i 



For relief purposes. 
For sick and wounded. 



n 



n 



3/4/00 7 15 3 For Royal Artillery 

who fought at 
Colenso. 



Free Church of Scot- 












land (Impolweni 












natives) 


6/4/00 


3 17 


4 


For sick and wounded. 


Loyal Dutch round 












Tugela distnct 


12/4/00 


41 7 


6 


n 


n 


J. H. Kumolo (Lion's 












River District) 


13/4/00 


318 





>» 


» 


P. M. Majozi 


16/5/00 


3 





» 


f» 


Chief Gayede (Ama- 












kabela Tribe) 


19/S/oo 


6 





n 


>f 


Chief Ndgungazwe ... 


26/5/00 


8 9 


loj 


n 


n 


Headman Umnxinwa 


26/5/00 


3 





' For Sergeant 


who led 


Headman Umnxinwa 


15/7/00 


9^ 

17 


m 




East Surreys at 
Pieter's HilL 



Chief Bambata, of 
Umvoti Division ... 

Chief Christian Lutayi, 
and Mr. Bryant 
v/Oie ... ... 

Chief Ncwadi 

Chief Ncwadi 

Chief Mqolombeni ... 

Native Chiefs 
(Timothy Ogle and 
Ntemba Ogle) 

Chief Mahlube 

Chief Nyakana 
(Mampula Division) 

Chief Xegwana 

Newcastle, 
yathjuly^ 1900. 



3/6/00 300 For sick and wounded. 



5/6/00 910 

9/6/00 219 6 o 

15/7/00 147 I 6 

10/6/00 500 



15/6/00 20 o o 
21/6/00 15 00 



For sick and wounded. 



19 
>9 






28/6/00 
7/7/00 



2 O O 

I 10 O 



» 






H. HEATH {UeuL-CoUmel), 
C.S.O., Lines of Conunumcation. 



CHAPTER VIII 

Still holding Grass Kop with the Queen's — General Buller leaves for 
England — Final withdrawal of the Naval Brigade, and our arrival 
at Durban — Our reception there — I sail for England — Conclu- 
sion. 

Tuesday, 2nd October. — Grass Kop. Still here with the 
Queen's and my friends Major Dawson and Lieutenant 
Po3mder. What an odd sort of climate we seem to have 
in South Africa. Two da3rs ago unbearable heat with 
rain and thunder, and to-day so cold, with a heavy Scotch 
mist, as to make one think o^ the North Pole ; so we are 
shivering in wraps and balaclavas, while occasional N.W. 
gales lower some of our tents. The partridges seem to 
have forsaken this hill, so poor "John" the pointer 
doesn't get enough work to please him ; but his master. 
Major Dawson, when able to prowl about safe from Boer 
snipers, still downs many a pigeon and guinea fowl which 
keeps our table going. 

Friday, 5/A October, — ^We are all delighted to hear that 
Lord Roberts is appointed Conmiander-in-Chief at home ; 
report says that he comes down from Pretoria in a few 
da}^ to inspect the Natal battlefields and to look at his 
gallant son's grave at Colenso. I must try and see him if 
I can. One of our convoys from Vryheid reported to be 
captured on the ist by Boers, the Volunteer escort being 
inade prisoners and some killed; this has delayed the 
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return of the Natal Volunteers who were to have been 
called in for good on that day. 

Wednesday, roth October. — Still we drag on to the inevi- 
table end. The reported capture of a convoy turns out to 
be only a few wagons escorted by a small party of Volim- 
teers who were unwoimded and released after a few days. 

This is a great week of anniversaries. Yesterday, the 
9th, was that of the insolent Boer Ultimatum of 1899 
which brought Kruger and his lot to ruin ; to-day and 
to-morrow a year ago (loth and nth October), the Boer 
forces were mobilizing at this very place, Sandspruit ; 
and on the 12th they entered Natal full of bumptious 
boasting. They were going, as they said, to "eat fish 
in Durban " within a month, and many of them carried 
tin cases containing dress suits and new clothes in pre- 
paration for that convivial event. And they would have 
done so except for the fish (sailors) and the women (High- 
landers), as they styled us, who, they said, were too much 
for them, combined I think with the Ladysmith sweet 
shop, which proved their Scylla with Colenso as their 
Charybdis. 

Major BurreU of the Queen*s was up here a few days ago 
and made a special reconnaissance to Roi Kop under cover 
of my guns ; he told us many amusing stories of his ex- 
periences with Boer and foreign prisoners at Paardekop 
while sweeping up the country roimd there ; one Prussian 
Major of Artillery had come in from Amersfoort and 
surrendered, saying he had blown up seven Boer guns 
just previously by Botha's orders. This German Major, 
it seems, was a curious type of man ; waving his hands 
airily he would say that foreigners were obliged to come 
and join the Boers so as to study the art of war which only 
the English got any chance of doing in their little cam- 
paigns ; this being so, he said, " Ah, I shall go back to 
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my native land, then six months in a fortress perhaps, 
after that, sapristi, a good military appointment. Eh 
bien I what do you think ?" He also said about our 
taking of Almond's Nek that Erasmus, who was command- 
ing at Laing's Nek, had been told that we were turning 
his flank and was advised to send ten guns to stop us ; 
he thought a minute and said " No, I will not send gims, 
it is Sunday and God will stop them." Perhaps the 
Prussian Major's veracity was not of the highest class, 
but this yam if told to General Buller would no doubt 
interest him, because undoubtedly if the Boers had had 
ten more guns defending Almond's Nek we should have 
had considerable more difficulty in taking it. The follow- 
ing Natal Army Orders of 17th July, 1900, will show 
how considerately we dealt with the Boers and others in 
the foregoing operations in the matter of pa3dng for 

supplies. 

Supplies Requisitioned, Etc 

The following are the prices fixed .to be paid for supplies re- 
quisitioned, etc : 

No bills will, however, be paid by supply officers or others until 
approved by the Director of Supplies. 

Receipts will be given in all cases on the authorized form, and 
duplicates forwarded same day to Director of Supplies. The receipts 
will show whether the owner is on his farm or on commando. 



Oat hay, per 100 bundles 


... 15s. to 1 8s. according to quality. 


Manna hay, „ 


■.• 


... lOS. 


Blue grass, „ 


... 


... 3^* 


Straw, „ 


.•■ 


 • • / 5. 


Mealies, per 100 lbs. 


... 


... 5s. 


Potatoes, per sack of 


150 lbs. 


... los. 


Milk, per bottle ... 


... 


... 6d. 


^fifS^ pcf dozen ... 


•.■ 


... IS. to IS. 3d. 


Fowls, each 


••• 


... IS. to IS. 6d. 


Ducks, „ 


... 


... 2S. to 2S. 6d. 


VJtCSC, „ . • . 


..■ 


... 3s. to 3s. 6d. 


Turkeys, „ 


• a. 


... 6s. to 88. 


Butter, per lb. ... 


... 


... IS. to IS. 6d. 
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Saturday, ijfh October. — Many exciting things have 
crowded themselves into the last few days. The Boers 
who had slipped away from the Vryheid district are again 
moving north, and are reported in some force at Waterfal 
on the Elandsberg, 20® N.E. of us. They are said to have 
a Pom-pom and two Creusots ; it seems to be the Wakker- 
stroom commando and Swaziland police, some 300 strong ; 
the Ermelo commando has also moved on to the Barberton 
district. These commandos have been raiding cattle and 
horses every day, keeping well out of reach of our guns ; 
many rumours of their intent to attack us at Grass Kop 
have been brought in but we are quite ready for them. 
This raiding has had the effect of bringing all the Dutch 
farmers and their sons fl3dng back to their farms to look 
after their stock ; they are highly indignant with the 
looters, have all surrendered and taken the oath at Volks- 
rust, and ride up here to the foot of the hill every day with 
many reports and much advice about their former com- 
rades' movements, and how to attack and kill them ! 
Many old Dutch women have come also to the hill in 
tears over their losses from Boer marauders and say they 
are starving. All this gives Major Dawson and Lieutenant 
Poynder, Adjutant of the Queen's, a great deal of work 
and many walks down the hill to interview these people. 

Our Naval camp has been strengthened by building 
stone sangars round our tents to prevent any risk of the 
enemy creeping up and sniping us in our sleep ; still, with 
barbed wires round the hill, hung with old tins, and 
trenches and sangars to protect the position, we feel pretty 
safe, although the gallant Cowper of the Queen's has gone 
down with one company to reinforce Sandspruit and we 
miss him greatly. 

To go back a few days, I must now mention that on 
the nth October came a wire from Admiral Harris to 
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Halsey telling him to arrange the return of our remnant 
of Naval Brigade to Natal as soon as possible, our brother 
officers and men who were with Lord Roberts oii the other 
side having left Pretoria on the 8th and arrived at Simon's 
Town. This wire, as may be imagined, caused us much 
joy up here after a year's fighting, and I personally cele- 
brated it with the Queen's by a great dinner on some 
partridges and pigeons that I had bagged down hill on 
the loth. 

To cap this telegram I received one forwarded on 
from Standerton next day : " Admiral, Simon's Town, 
wires, Bume appointed Victoria and Albert Royal Yacht ; 
he should proceed to Durban whence his passage will be 
arranged." This came as a surprise to me, but at my 
seniority to serve Her Majesty once more on her yacht, 
where I was a Sub-Lieutenant in 1894, is a very great 
honour. I cannot well get away however just yet, as 
arrangements are being made for the relief of all guns 
by garrison gunners, and I am intent to " see it out," and 
indeed I must do so in order to turn over all the ordnance 
and transport stores and accoimts for which I am per- 
sonally responsible, and which after six months mount 
up a bit. I expect therefore to leave this hill and the 
front with our Naval Brigade next week, and then for 
^* England, home, and beauty " once more. I shall hope, 
when able to do it, to revert to my gimnery line by-and- 
bye, as it has stood me in good stead in the past. 

Monday, 15th October. — Another wire from Halsey, who 
is at Standerton, telling me he hoped to arrange for our 
leaving together on the i8th for Durban, so we are busy 
preparing, and I send off to-day my returns of ox transport,' 
which show that out of 84 oxen we have lost 17 in action 
and otherwise. Old Scheeper, the Boer farmer at the 
bottom of our hill, whose son is Assistant Field Comet 
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with the Wakkerstroom commando, has sold me his crane 
and is making a cage for it. I shall take it down to 
Maritzbnrg and present it to the Governor (Sir Walter 
Hdy-Hutchinson), who has done me kindnesses in two 
parts of the world. I am also busy packing up my collec- 
tion of Boer shells and reUcs of Colenso, Vaal Krantz, 
Almond's Nek, and Grass Kop. We may yet be attacked 
before leaving, as Boers were reported about ten miles off 
last night moving south along the Elandsbeiig. Sir 
Redvers BuUer passed through Sandspruit on the 14th 
en route for Maritzburg and England, so it is quite on the 
cards that I may go home in the same ship which will 
be interesting. 

Friday, iqth October. — Still not relieved. The railway 
line has been cut two nights running between Paardekop 
and Standerton, and about a mile and a half of it torn 
up, and this perhaps accoimts for the delay. We hear 
that General Buller has had a great reception at Maritz- 
burg as he deserves and that he goes on to Durban this 
week ; he is undoubtedly the " Saviour of Natal," as they 
call him. The Governor accepts my Transvaal crane for 
his garden, so I shall take it down in the cage I am having 
made for it and leave it en route down at Maritzbiug. 

Saturday, 20th October. — Anniversary of Talana Hill. 
Sir Redvers Buller arrived to-day in Durban and had a 
great reception. All the newspapers praise him, and the 
earlier and difficult days of our rebuffs on the Tugela are 
wiped out in pubhc opim'on by subsequent brilliant suc- 
cesses. The General is, indeed, immensely popular with 
the army he has led through such difficult country and 
through so much fighting and marching. Very pleased 
to meet at Volksrust to-day Captain Fitz Herbert of the 
South African Light Horse who came out with me in the 
Briton a year ago. He was originally in the Berkshire 
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Regiment, but joined the South African Light Horse at 
Capetown and was taken prisoner by the Boers at Colenso. 
His experiences with the Boers for four months as a 
prisoner were, he tells me, somewhat awful. The first 
week he was handcuffed and put in the conmion jail for 
knocking down an insolent jailer, and he had to live all 
his time on mealies, with meat only once a week. He 
shows the marks of all this and is quite grey. 

Sunday, 21st October. — ^A wire at last ordering us to 
leave on Wednesday for Durban. Off I went, therefore, 
to Volksrust to dose my ordnance accoimts with my 
middy, Mr. Ledgard, from Paardekop, who had met me 
with his papers. Hard at it since the 15th, turning over 
stores, making out vouchers, answering wires, and writing 
reports. 

Tuesday, zyd October. — I gave over my guns here and 
at Paardekop on Sunday to Lieutenant Campbell and 
Captain Shepheard, of the Royal Artillery, and to-day 
we are all busy packing, and doing the thousand and one 
things one always finds at the last moment to do. As 
we are off at 7 a.m. to-morrow, to catch the mail train at 
Sandspruit, the Queen's are giving me a farewell dinner 
to-night, while Bethune's Horse are dining my men. 
Rundle, French, and Hildyard are reported to be closing 
in all round in a circle (this place being the centre), and 
5,000 Boers within the circle are being gradually forced 
slowly in towards us. The many men who come in to 
surrender report that the main body will be obliged either 
to surrender or to attack us somewhere to get a position. 
I wired yesterday to General Hildyard, who is at Blood 
River, sending my respects to him and his Staff on leaving 
his command, and I received a very kind reply to-day : 
" I and my Staff thank you for your message. I am very 
sorry not to have seen you before you leave, but I hope 
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you will tell your gallant officers and men how much I 
have appreciated their cheerful and ready assistance while 
with me during the campaign." 

My men have to-day hoisted a paying-off pennant with 
a large bunch of flowers at the end of it. This looks very 
fine and is greatly admired in camp. Much to our sur- 
prise we had a little excitement in the afternoon as the 
Boers round us bagged a patrol of Bethune's Horse, and 
on coming within shell fire to drive oxen and horses ofi 
from Parson's farm, my beloved gun in this position was 
brought into action by the Garrison Artillery under 
Lieutenant Campbell (who had taken over from me on 
the 2ist), foiu: shells bursting all roimd the marauders 
and scattering them at once. 

Later on the Boers sent Bethune's captured men back 
to Grass Kop, having shot their horses and smashed their 
rifles before their eyes. Po3mder and the Major gave me 
a big farewell dinner, and we all turned in early this even- 
ing expecting an attack during the night, but nothing 
happened. So next morning, the 24th, we got under way, 
with our paying-ofi pennant streaming ia the wind from 
a wagon, after sajdng good-bye (amid cheers and hand- 
shakings) to all our kind military comrades and friends 
at Grass Kop. I was more than sorry to leave the 
Queen's.* 

I won't describe the journey down at length ; the en- 
training at Sandspruit and meeting all the rest of the 
Brigade ; the farewells and cheers and " beers " from the 
Queen's ; and the false bottle of whisky handed to Halsey 
by Colonel Pink, D.S.O., which I could not get him to 
open on the way down. We saw Reeves, R.S.O., at 

* Poor Poynder t I was dreadfully sorry to hear he died of enteric 
at Kronstadt just a year after this event ; there was never a nicer chap 
or a better soldier, and if s hard lines losing him. 
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Charlestown, and many other old friends, and ran through 
to Durban by 8 a.m. on the 25th. Unluckily, I and the 
middy were in a carriage from Maritzburg in which we 
couldn't get a wash, so one's feelings at Durban may be 
imagined when we got out dirty and tired, and saw a large 
crowd of oflScer^ and the Mayor of Durban and others 
ready to receive us on the platform. What a welcome 
they did give us ! The speeches, the cheers of the crowd, 
the marching through the streets, and the breakfast, I 
leave an abler pen than mine, the Naial Advertiser, to 
describe : sufficient to say, I felt very proud of our men 
who looked splendid, hard as nails and sunbiunt, in fact, 
mer^ ; and Halsey surpassed himself when he was suddenly 
turned on to return thanks to the Mayor in the street, and 
later on at the breakfast. The witty and appropriate 
speech also of Colonel Morris, Commandant, will make 
him to be remembered by the men of the Naval Brigade 
as the " Wit of Durban," and not the " Villain of Durban," 
by which title he described himself. 

Here is what the Nakd Advertiser says of the day's 
proceedings : — 

Among the first of the '* handy men" who, with their 4*7 guns, 
went to the front, were those of H.M. ships Pkiiotnei zxiA Tartar, 
Though in many of the reports H.M.S. TerribUs men got the 
credit of the work done, the duties were equally shared by the two 
other contingents from the cruisers. On October 29th, twenty- 
nine men of the Tartar left Durban, and on November nth, 
thirty-three men and two officers of the Philomel were entrained 
to Chieveley. These men went forward to the relief of Ladysmith, 
and had to face many hardships and many a stifT fight. To-day 
the last of them returned from the front. Out of the twenty-nine 
men of H.M.S. Tartar that went forward, only eighteen returned; 
and out of the thirty-three men and two officers of H.M.S. Philomel 
twenty-three men and two officers came down. These losses speak 
eloquently of the tasks performed, and the hardships endured. 
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Of those who could not answer the roll-call this morning, some 
have been killed in action, others died of disease^ while a few 
have been invalided. After the men of the Powerful^ the Terrible^ 
and the Naval Volunteers returned, the Philomel and Tartar 
contingents were kept at their posts, and, even on their return 
they had trouble at Grass Kop and Sandspruit The officers in 
charge of the men were Lieutenant Halsey, Lieutenant Bume, and 
Midshipman Ledgard. 

3hortl7 after 8 o'clock this morning a crowd began to assemble 
at the Railway Station, awaiting the arrival of the down mail train. 
On the platform were : the Commandant, Colonel Morris, the 
Mayor (Mr. J. Nichol), Commander Dundas, of H.M.S. PkUamd^ 
the Deputy Mayor (Mr. J. Ellis Brown), Lieutenant Belcombe, 
Mr. W. Cooley, Surgeon Elliott, and Paymaster Pim. About loo 
men of H.M.S. Philomel^ under Sub- Lieutenant Hobson, were 
drawn up in a double line outside the station. The train was a 
trifle late in arriving, but as soon as it drew up, the warriors were 
marched outside. A ringing cheer from a crowd of nearly 1,500 
welcomed them as soon as they took up a position and were called 
to attention. 

The Mayor addressed them, and, on behalf of Durban, offered 
them a hearty welcome back. These men, he said, had been 
entrusted to go to the front to defend the Colony, and they had 
done it well They were among the first in the field and were the 
last to leave, and he felt sure they had done their duty faithfully, 
honestly, and well. (Applause.) They might be relied upon to 
do that in any part of the world, wherever or whenever called 
upon. They were looked upon as the " handy men," the men 
who had done the greatest portion of the work during the 
campaign. They and their guns saved the situation. Even when 
they were marching down, he understood they had had some 
fighting. On behalf of Natal, he thanked them for what they had 
done through these trying times. (Applause.) 

Lieutenant Halsey, repljring, said that after forty-eight hours 
in the train it was difficult for them to take a reception like 
this. The men and officers of the Brigade had done their 
duty, and would do it again if called upon. (Applause.) They 
were glad that they had been able to do anything in the fight- 
ing line, and they thanked the Mayor for the kind welcome 
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extended to them. He called for three hearty cheers for the 
Mayor. 

The crowd joined in the response, and raised another for " Our 
Boys." Lieutenant Halsey called for cheers for the Naval 
Volunteers, who had helped the Brigade so ably during the war. 

The concourse of people had now greatly increased, and the 
Post Office front was thronged. The Brigade were given the word 
to march, and cheers were raised again and again until the men 
turned out into West Street. Headed by the Durban Local 
Volunteers' Band, the Philomel and Tartar men marched along to 
the Drill Hall. They were followed by Captain Dundas' pip^> two 
standard bearers, and their comrades of the Philomel, At the 
Drill Hall arms were piled and the men again fell in, the band 
playing them along to the Princess Caf^ where they were 
entertained. The Mayor, the Commandant, Major Taylor, Mr. 
J. Ellis Brown, and Mr. E. W. Evans received them. At the 
order of the Commandant one khaki man sat between two white 
men, the comrades of the warriors being dressed in their white 
ducks. At the order of the Town'Council Mr. Dunn had provided 
a most substantial breakfast, to which the men did full justice. 

The loyal toast having been duly honoured, 

Colonel Morris proposed " Our Guests," and said he did not 
know why the " villain of Durban " should be called upon to take 
up this toast, or why the honour of proposing it had been 
conferred on him. He begged to tell them, for the information 
of those fellows who had just come down from the front, that he 
was the '* villain of Durban." (Laughter.) He meant that if any 
of these chaps were out after 1 1 o'clock at night he would find 
for them nice accommodation in the Superintendent's cells. 
There was a long time between 9 a.m. and 1 1 p.m., and he trusted 
they would not get into trouble. The villain of the piece had to 
propose the health of these fellows who had come down from the 
front. (Cheers.) Now, these Navy fellows, if they could do so 
well on land, how much better could they not do at sea? 
(Cheers.) They knew how Jack had fought in the old days of 
Trafalgar, St. Vincent, and at other great battles, and if they had 
to fight again they might depend upon it that Jack the " handy 
man " was just as good to-day as he was then. (Cheers.) Jack 
had proved himself a splendid fellow ashore, and he wondered 

7 
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what any of the laadlubbers would do at sea. (Laughter.) The 
sea was a ripping good place to look at, but fh>in his point of 
view he would rather be on land. (Laughter.) Anyway, Jack 
did not like the land; he preferred to be on sea. Therefore, 
when at home on the sea Jack would do a hundred times better 
than he had on shore. (Cheers.) He recommended any people 
who thought of fighting them on sea to take care what they were 
going against. He did not believe that the British Navy was to 
be beaten here or hereafter--(cheers)— and he was positively 
certain, from what he saw of the Navy when they were at the 
front, that those who went to look at them would say, '' No, we 
will not play the game with you on the water." He was positively 
certain that they would all be admirals in time. (Laughter.) 
That was if they only waited long enough (cheers), and if they 
did not come across the '' villain of Durban " they would be all 
right He wished them all thundering good luck, and he was 
sure that every one of them would grow younger, because he did 
not believe any naval man grew older. When they got their feet 
on board again they would feel like chickens. He hoped they 
would all see the dear old country soon. (Applause.) If they 
did not see it soon they would see it later on. (Laughter.) 
Now, if they came across an enemy at sea he knew exactly what 
would happen, and what they would read in the papers — that the 
enemy had gone to the bottom of the sea. (Laughter.) He 
dared say the Navy would be able to respond to the toast. He 
did not know their capacities for talking, but Jack was never hard 
up for saying something when he was called upon to do so. 
Again he wished them jolly good luck. (Cheers.) 

All save the guests rose, and led by the Commandant's 
stentorian voice, sang *' They are Jolly Good Fellows." 

Chief Petty Officer Munro returned thanks on behalf of his 
comrades, and said that the reception had been quite unexpected. 
They had had very hard times, and they had had very good 
times. They had done what they did willingly — (applause) — and 
they were ready to do the same thing again for Her Majesty and 
the Empire, and also to uphold the good old name of the Navy. 
(Cheers.) He advised the fellows to keep out of the clutches of 
the Commandant, for from what he saw of him he thought it 
would be better. (Laughter.) When nearly twelve months ago 
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they landed at DurbaQi the people were a bit more excited than 
they were to-day. 

Lieutenant Halsey asked the men to drink to the Mayor and 
Council of Durban. Everybody outside knew, he said, how 
kindly Durban was looked upon. Durban was one of the best 
places in the station — (applause) — and it was on account of the 
wonderful way everything was managed by the Mayor and 
Council (Cheers.) 

The toast was pledged with enthusiasm, and the Mayor said 
they were proud to have them here, and to entertain them. 

The men then fell in again in Field Street, and marched off to 
the Point, the Durban Light Infantry Band playing ''Just a 
little bit off the Top " as a march. 

The Philomel and the hospital ship Orcana had been dressed 
for the occasion, and a number of their comrades assembled at 
the Passenger Jetty and cheered them on arrival. They were 
afterwards conveyed to the cruisers. 

Among^the Navals who returned from the front this morning is 
a little canine hero, " Jack ^ the terrier, which has shared their 
fortunes throughout the war. When they left Durban ten months 
ago a little fox terrier followed them. While at the front he 
never left them, although he was not particular with whom he fed 
or what kind of weather prevailed. The firing of a 47 gun did 
not discourage him, and through the booming of big guns and 
the rattle of musketry he stuck by his adopters. Through every 
engagement he went, and has come back bearing an honourable 
scar on the head — shot by a Mauser bullet. The men, needless 
to say, idolise the little hero, whose neck is decorated with a large 
blue ribbon from which is suspended a Transvaal Commemoration 
Medal. 

After inserting this account, there is, perhaps, nothing 
more to be recorded except to say how grateful we all 
felt to the Mayor and people of Durban for the kind and 
indeed magnificent reception they gave us ; and we could 
not but add our thanks to Commander Dundas of the 
Philotnel^ to whose energy and good will, as senior Naval 
Officer, the success of the reception was greatly due. 

7—2 
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Tuesday, ^oth October. — After saying good-bye to many 
old friends of the Philomel, and others, and undergoing 
lunches and dinners (of which the most amusing and 
lively one was with Captain Bearcroft of the Philomel 
who led the Naval Brigade imder Lord Roberts and whom 
I was glad to have met before sailing) I got on board the 
Tanlallon CasUe, finding Conmiander Dundas on board 
and coming home in the same mail. We left Durban on 
a beautiful day, and I was glad to find myself in possession 
of a large cabin. And so I must end this long and rambling 
Journal on seeing the last of Natal, merely adding that we 
had rather a rough passage, after touching at Port Eliza- 
beth, up to Mossel Bay, a most picturesque place on 
account of the towering peaks and ranges of hills running 
dose to the coast-line. We reached Capetown on the 
5th November, and I found Table Mountain and the 
general view much more striking than I had previously 
thought. We had to wait here till the 8th November, 
when we finally bid farewell to South Africa which with 
every beat of the screw gradually faded from view into 
the dim shadows of an interesting past. 

While the revolving wheel of life bears one on to other 
scenes and toils, with dear old England looming once 
more on the horizon, we leave South Africa behind with 
the problem of the war still unsettled, and with desultory 
but fierce fighting still going on. But let us hope that 
the shadows will lift, and that the glory of a rising sim 
will eventually dim and absorb the sea of blood which 
has submerged that wonderful and hitherto unfortunate 
land. The lines from the " Light of Asia " — 

**' Om Mani padme Hun, The sunrise comes, 
The dew-drop slips into the shining sea " — 

express, I think, the hope of every British heart for South 
Africa, as they do that of my own. 



CHAPTER IX 

Gunnery Results : The 12-pounder Q.-F. Naval gun — Its mounting, 
sighting, and methods of firing — The Creusot 3" gun and its im- 
provements — Shrapnel fire and the poor results obtained by the 
Boers — Use of the Clinometer and Mekometer — How to emplace 
a Q.-F. gun, etc., etc. 

A WORD or two now as to what we with the guns have 
learnt during the campaign, although I feel that this may 
be rather a dull, professional sort of chapter except to 
those interested in guns and gunnery, and that the subject 
as treated by myself may be open to criticism from others 
similarly engaged. I may certainly say that it was not 
for at least three months after our opening fire at the first 
battle of Colenso (December 15th, 1899) ^^^^ I personally 
felt myself as " foirly weU up " to the constantly varying 
conditions of gun positions, gim platforms, enemy's posi* 
tions, and the ever-changing "" light and shade" of the 
South African climate, against all of which one had to 
fight to get correct shooting ; the last-named of these, viz., 
" light and shade," being perhaps our greatest bugbear, 
often throwing one many thousand yards out in judging 
a range by eye, which gift is, I think, the best a gunner 
can possess ! 

Then, too, the Naval guns as they were sent up (owing 
to the work being pushed at the last moment), some on 
high wheels and some on low ones, some with drag-shoes 



I02 WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 

opened out and others which wouldn't take the wheels, 
some with the wires from them to trail plate handles the 
right length and others much too long, caused (I am talking 
of the i2-pounders) these guns, instead of forming a level 
shooting battery, to be each one a study in itself as 
regarded its shooting powers ; and we constantly found 
one gun shooting, say, three or four hundred yards harder 
or further than the one next to it although laid to the 
same range on the sights. This at first sight was rather 
mystif)mig, but all these small but important matters 
above mentioned were not long in being put to rights. 
On any future occasion such defects will, of course, be 
avoided from the start by the guns being altogether more 
strongly mounted on broad-tyred wheels and broad axles 
of similar height, size and pattern, and, above all, with 
a strong and uniform system for checking the recoil of 
the carriage, of which the drag-shoe, as it was fitted and 
sent up to us, was certainly not capable. 

I am rather keen on this question of the best means 
of checking the recoil of a field carriage. A very strongly 
made drag-shoe fitted with chains to the centre of gun 
trail will do very well ; and these were, later on in the 
campaign, fitted by the Ordnance authorities at Maritz- 
burg to new " Percy Scott " carriages, which they sent 
up to us to replace the original ^' Percy Scott " carriages, 
which, as I remarked before, were not strongly enough 
built, particularly as r^ards the wheels, to stand any 
very bad country or a lengthened campaign, in both of 
which we foimd ourselves involved. In these remarks, 
please let no cme think that I am running down the 
i2-pounder carriage for a purpose ; not so. I simply wish 
to point out details that, if more time had been available, 
would certainly have been avoided in them by their very 
clever designer. Captain Percy Scott, R.N., to whom the 
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service in general (and I personally) owe a debt of grati- 
tude ; for assuredly not a Q.-F. gun, or a single one of us 
with the batteries, would ever have been landed unless 
it had been for him and his brains and his determination 
to have the Royal Navy represented in the campaign, as 
was their due — ^being on the spot with what was most 
wanted, namely, heavy guns. 

Here I wish to distinctly state my own opinion, and 
that also of the many officials and gunners. Naval and 
Military, with whom I have talked over the matter, i.e.y 
that not only did the Naval guns save Lad3^mith, but 
they also in a great measure helped to save the campaign 
outside for its relief, and with it Natal. And my opinion 
now, when the war is nearly over, is only strengthened and 
confirmed by what I have heard the Boers say of the guns, 
viz., that they are the only things when using shrapnel 
that have shaken them much during the fighting, and, 
considering the country, naturally so. That it was to the 
Navy and not to the garrison gunners that the original 
credit has gone, was simply because we were here and they 
were at home at the start. One is, as regards their gun- 
nery powers, as good as the other, and the garrison gunners 
earned tlieir laurels later on. StiU, I have a great hanker- 
ing after a gun's crew of " handy men " to beat any crew 
in this world for all-roimd service and quick shooting, and 
I am ready to back my opinion heavily. 

Returning from this digression to the subject of recoil, 
we found that sandbags placed at a certain distance in rear 
of each wheel not only effectually checked the carriage, 
but also (a great consideration) ran it out again. This 
S3^tem was used both by the 47's and ourselves at the 
end of the war ; and seeing that the guns had only half 
crews, it was a most important saving to men who had 
perhaps marched ten miles, loaded and off-loaded ammu- 
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nition, and then had perhaps to fight the guns under a 
hot sun for hours. To fill and carry the bags, however, 
is a nuisance, and some better system on the same principle 
is needed, such as the inclined wedges that I saw by photos 
the Boers were using in rear of wheels ; and I should very 
much like to see some such system substituted for our 
present one. I have not seen the hydraulic spade used, 
perhaps that is the best. 

To put it briefly, the hastily improvised gun-carriage of 
the i2-pounders had, on account of this very haste, the 
following defects : — 

(i.) Too weak generally in all parts, particularly 

wheels and axles, for any long campaign. 
(2.) Wheels and axles being a scratch lot, none in 
any of the batteries were interchangeable, 
which caused many times later in the campaign 
when wheels began to give out, much anxiety. 
Several times we only had guns ready for 
action or trekking by the " skin of one's teeth," 
and it must be borne in mind that any new 
wheels wired-for sometimes took two months 
to arrive on the very overcrowded railway — 
a single line. 
(3.) The system of checking the recoil of the field 

carriage was a bad one. 
(4.) All the i2-pounders except two were in the first 
instance sent up without limbers, and therefore 
had to be limbered up to wagons. This for 
practical purposes in the country we had to 
trek over was absolutely useless and caused 
aidless delays. Eventually we all got limbers 
built at Maritzburg, and equivalent gun- 
oxen to drag the guns separately from the 
wagons. 
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(5.) The trail of the gun consisted of a solid block 
of wood some 12 feet long ; so that if one laid 
the gun to any long range (in most over 7,000 
yards, I think) the oil cylinder imder the gun, 
on trying to elevate it, would bring-up against 
this trail and prevent laying. This therefore 
necessitated digging pits for trails to shoot 
much over 7,000 yards, which in bad ground 
often took some considerable time. To 
obviate this defect would of course be very 
easy with a steel trail of two side plates, and 
space for gun and the cylinder between the 
sides. 

(6.) The general idea of all the mountings I saw was 
narrow axles and high wheels, whereas, for all 
trekking purposes, it should be broad space 
between the wheels and low wheels. This 
was amply proved to us by the nmnber of 
times the high-wheeled narrow mountings 
upset on rocky ground, whilst the broad low 
tjrpe went along steadily. The 12-pounder 
gun itself did its work beautifully, shooting 
hard and lasting well, and owing to the dry 
climate of Africa we had no trouble at all to 
keep the guns clean and all gear in good order. 

(7.) Perhaps the most troublesome defect of all was 
that the gun-carriage had no brake fitted. 
The gunnery drill-book system of "lash gun 
wheels " may be at once erased from the book 
for all practical purposes over any rocky or bad 
country; it simply, as we soon found, tears 
the wheels to pieces, and chokes the whole 
mounting up. An ordinary military Scotch 
cart brake, or a brake fitted as the trek wagons 
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here have, under the muzzle of the gun on the 
forepart of the wheels, acts very well, and my 
bluejackets, although not carpenters, fitted 
these for me. They are screw-up brakes. 

The sighting of the gun (drum and bar system) cannot 
be beaten, I think. Perhaps a V-shaped notch to give 
one the centre of the H, or hind sight, might be an im- 
provement, as here personal error often occurs. Lieu- 
tenant, now Commander, Qgilvy, R.N., always made his 
men correct their final sighting of the gun for elevation 
from about six paces in rear of the trail, and my experience 
is that this is a small but important matter, especially 
for fine shooting say at a trench at 5,000 yards, which 
merely appears to one as a line on the' ground. One in- 
variably finds that the gun, with the eye of a man la3ang 
dose up to the hind sight, is laid slightly short of the 
object ; so this should be noticed in the gunnery drill- 
book as regards field guns. Telescopic sights, the patent, 
I believe, of Lieutenant-Colonel L. K. Scott, R.E., were 
sent out and used by us with the 12-pounders to fire on 
the trenches at Spion Kopand Brakfontein, when fine 
shooting was required. These sights had the cross wires 
much too thick, so we substituted cobwebs picked ofE the 
bushes and stuck on with torpedo composition, and these did 
admirably. Still this sight was not altogether a success. 
The power of the telescope, especially in the rays of the 
sun, was poor, and it took a man a long time to lay his 
gun with it, thus further reducing the quick-firing power 
of the i2-pounder reduced already by the recoiling field 
carriage. As to the 47's, it was found that the ordinary 
Naval small telescope, fitted on a bar and with light cross 
wires, could not be beaten as a sight for ranges they 
had to fire at. It is a very good useful glass, and it 
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was, I believe, used both in Natal and elsewhere right 
through the campaign, and I unhesitatingly give it the 
palm. 

As to the S3^tem of firing and gear used, electric firing 
was very successful as long as one had the gear for refitting 
and repairing and an armourer attached to one's guns ; 
this, of course, as the guns became split up into pairs was 
impossible, and I may say that carting electric batteries 
(which of necessity for quickness have to be kept charged) 
in wagons or limbers over rocks and bad roads, and with 
continual loading and ofi-loading, becomes a trouble and 
anxiety to one. So for active service I should certainly 
recommend that percussion firing should be regarded as 
the first and principal method to be used with guns on the 
move, carrying also the electric gear for use if guns are 
left for any time at fixed spots as guns of position. I 
may here remark that when firing with electricity from 
a field carriage the battery has to be placed on the ground, 
clear of recoil, and therefore the wire leads must be ad- 
justed in length accordingly. I am uncertain whether 
our other 12-pounders used mostly electric or percussion, 
but I think on the whole, percussion ; and, speaking for 
myself, I certainly did so after experiencing the dis- 
appointments which miss-fires often gave one, when trying 
to get in a quick shot, say from the line of march, with 
the electric gear. These "miss-fires" are, moreover, 
often unavoidable under active service conditions, such 
as we had with our semi-mobile guns. The guns and 
connections get sometimes an inch thick in mud or dust 
and require time to dean, when one has no time to spare : 
the use of percussion tubes avoids all this. 

Before we leave the subject of guns the following 
description of the French 3^ Creusot gun by the Revue 
ePArtiUerie will be of interest, viz. : — 
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Sau^ Africa, — ^The Field Artillery of the Boers consists for the 
most part of Creusot 3" rapid-firing guns made after the 1895 
model. These guns were purchased by the South African 
Republic during the year 1896 The gun, which is con- 
structed of forged and tempered steel, has a 3^^ bore. Its total length 
is 8 feet and its weight is 726 pounds. The body of the gun 
consists of three elements : — i. A tube in which the breech piece 
is fixed. 2. A sleeve covering the tube for a length of 3 feet 
6 inches. 3. A chase hoop. The chamber is provided with 
twenty-four grooves of variable pitch which have a final inclination 
of8«. 

The system of breech closing is that of the interrupted screw, 
which presents four sectors, two of them threaded and two plain, 
4o that the breech is opened or closed by a quarter revolution of 
the screw. The mechanism is of the Schneider system, patented 
in 1895, and has the advantage of allowing the opening or closing 
of the breech to be effected by the simple motion of a lever from 
right to left, or vice versd. 

The gun is fired by means of an automatically-cocked percussion 
apparatus. A safety device prevents any shots from being fired 
until after the breech is closed. 

The carriage is provided with a hydraulic recoil-cylinder fitted 
with a spring return. It is also furnished with a **spade>" which 
is placed under the stock at an equal distance from the trail and 
the axle, and which is of the model that General Engelhardt has 
adopted for the Russian Artillery. 

During a march this spade is turned back and fastened to the 
stock. The carriage is likewise provided with a road brake, which 
is to be employed in firing only when the nature of the ground is 
such that the spade cannot be used. 

The gun is placed in a bronze sleeve that carries the brake 
cylinders and the various other connecting pieces for the return 
spring and the aiming apparatus. 

The hydraulic recoil consists of two cylinders placed laterally 
and at the height of the axis of the piece. 

The axle has the peculiarity that in its centre there is a wide 
opening in which are placed the cradle and the gun. It is pro- 
vided with two screw trunnions, around which the pivoting 
necessary for lateral aiming is effected. This arrangement of the 
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gun with respect to the axle has the effect of greatly diminishing 
the shocks that firing tends to produce. 

Elevation and depression are accomplished by rotating the 
axle in the wheels of the carriage. This is done by means of 
a crank which, through an endless screw and pinion, controls a 
toothed sector attached to the sleeve. 

Pointing in direction is done by means of a lever known as a 
tail piece. Mounted upon the axle there are two small sights, 
forming a line of aim, that permit of bringing the carriage back in 
the direction of the target as soon as a shot has been fired. All 
that the gunner has to do is to give the piece a slight displacement 
laterally with respect to the carriage by means of a hand- wheel, 
which turns the gun 2^ to one side or the other. 

The line of aim is found by a back and front sight arranged 
upon the right side of the sleeve in which the gun is mounted. 
The back side permits of aiming while the gun is being loaded. 
It carries a small oscillating level that indicates the elevation of 
the gun during rapid firing. 

The weight of the carriage, without wheels, is 1,146 lbs., and 
with wheels, 1,477 ^^s. 

The ammunition consists of cartridges containing charge and 
projectile and having a total weight of 19 lbs. The powder 
employed is of the smokeless kind, designated by the letters B.N. 
The weight of the charge is 1} lbs. The projectiles are of three 
kinds — ordinary shells, shrapnel shells, and case shot The 
weight of each is the same, say 14^ lbs. The shrapnel shells 
contain 234 balls, weighing 155*8 grains each, and an explosive 
charge of 3*13 ozs. 

As the gun can be pointed at a maximum angle of 20^, and the 
initial velocity is 1,837 ^^^ ^^^ projectiles can be fired to a 
distance of 26,248 feet. 

The crew necessary to serve the gun consists of six men — ^a 
gunner, a man to manoeuvre the breech-piece, a man to manoeuvre 
the pointing lever, two men to pass the ammunition, and a man 
to regulate the fuse. The rapidity of firing can easily be raised 
to ten shots a minute. 

The accuracy of the gun is most remarkable. Upon the 
occasion of the trials made when the guns were received, the 
following firing was done : a regulating shot, a first volley of six 
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shots in forty-two seconds, and a second volley of six shots in 
forty-six seconds. 

The fore carriage of the gun and that of the caisson are 
identical They carry a chest containing thirty-six cartridges, 
and are capable of accommodating four men. 

The back carriage of the caisson carries two chests like that of 
the fore carriage. 

The total weight of the gun and fore carriage loaded is 
3,790 lbs., and that of the caisson 4,330 lbs. 

On reading over this description of the French 3'' Creusot 
gun, it seems to me that the kind of axle used with it is 
first class and should be used in our field carriages for 
quick-firing gims ; it must certainly take the strain of 
recoil ofi the centre of the axle, which recoil we found 
cracked our axles as we used them (once in my own guns) 
so badly that the whole thing had to be shifted and re- 
placed. Another advantage it has is to lower the whole 
gun and mounting, and the centre of gravity of the weight 
of it and carriage, and therefore the gun is much harder 
to upset on rocky ground or going up steep precipices, 
as we had to do in Natal. This detail of wheels and axle 
is, I think, the most important one almost in a field 
carriage. The axle I mention is one bent down in its 
centre for about two-thirds of its length. 

In regard to the ammunition. The cordite charges in 
their brass cylinders and zinc-lined boxes did admirably, 
and the amount of knocking about which the cases and 
boxes out here stand is marvellous. At one time early 
in the campaign before Colenso and Ladysmith, a decided 
variation in shooting of our guns was noticed, and was 
put down in many cases to the variation of the cordite 
itself, the brass cases sometimes lying out, in fact, in a 
powerful sun for hours, while the guns were waiting or 
in action, and often becoming then too hot to touch. 
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I Now, however, I personally don*t think that this theory 

was right but am of opinion that the variation then noticed, 
and even after in the shooting, was simply due to the 
varjdng recoil of guns on different slopes of ground and 
with indifferent drag-shoes. Royal Artillery officers con- 
firm one in this opinion. 

As for the sheOs, both common and shrapnel, they stood 
the knocking about well, and I never saw or heard of a 
single common shell used with 12-pounders not exploding 
on striking, which speaks well for the base fuse. The 
shrapnel I am not quite so sure about ; one noticed often 
a great deal of damp collected in the threads of the fuse 
plug and nose of the shell ; owing, I presiune, to condensa- 
tion in their shell boxes under the change of heat and 
cold. Still they did very weU and I think seldom failed 
to burst when set the right distance. I say the right 
distance because this at first was a slight puzzle to us, 
the subject of height in feet above the sea-level of course 
never having before presented itself to us as altering 
very considerably the setting of the time fuse ; and 
I don't think that a table of correction for this exists 
in the Naval Service ; at any rate, I have never seen 
one. 

To illustrate this, we found at Spion Kop (about 3,500 
feet above the sea-level) that it was necessary to set 
the time fuse for any given range some 500 yards short 
to get the shell to burst at all before striking ; and on the 
top of Van Wyk, fronting Botha's Pass (some 6,500 feet 
above sea-levd) I had to allow the fuse 800 to 900 }^ards 
short of the range, and similarly at Almond's Nek. This 
is, I take it, due to the projectile travelling further against 
a reduced air pressure at any height than it does for the 
same sighting of the gun at sea-level, for which of course 
aU guns are sighted. I should hke to talk to experts 
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regarding this as we are not quite sure about it up 
here.* 

Of course this firing from a height gives one therefore 
some i,ooo yards longer range with shrapnel, say at 6,000 
feet up, which is a most important fact to remember in 
shore fighting, and was well illustrated by the Boer 6' gim 
at Pougwana Mount (7,000 feet) over Laing's Nek, killing 
several of our Infantry on Inkwelo (Mount Prospect) at 
10,000 yards range ; of course this was helped by the 
height they were up, as well as by their superior double- 
ringed time fuse which we have picked up on their 
shrapnel, and which gives them in shrapnel fire a great 
advantage over any of our guns, which have not got these 
fuses at present. It is interesting to note that many 
4-7 lyddite shells were picked up, or rather dug up, by 
our own men and others, quite intact — this, of course, 
was always in soft ground, noticeably near the river 
(Tugela), and shows that the " direct action fuse " should 
have been screwed into the nose of the shell, instead of 
the " delay action fuse " that it had in it for use against 
thin plates of ships. 

Before leaving this subject of the gim and its fittings 
(i2-poimder), I again wish to emphasise the fact of how 
important is the question of recoil. At one time, in front 
of Brakfontein with the 8-gun 12-pounder battery, we all 
dug trail pits and blocked the trails completely up in rear 
to prevent the guns recoiling at all on the carriage. This 
most certainly gave a gun thus blocked up over one 
allowed to recoil on the level an advantage of several 

* I am since glad to hear from Lieutenant Henderson of H.M.S. 
Excillent^ that he is engaged in working out a table of correc- 
tions, such as I mention, and is also interesting himself in the ques- 
tion of " range-finders," and *' filters," and other necessities for naval 
service. 
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hundred yards at an ordinary range of say 6,000 yards ; 
but of course it threw on our weak makeshift wooden 
trails an undue strain, and after a couple had been smashed 
had to be given up. Still, although I would never advo- 
cate doing this to any field gun (i.e., bringing a gun up 
short as it shakes the mounting too much) the fact remains 
that the range or shooting power of the gun may be varied 
with the recoil in a great degree, and that therefore what 
I mention about a system to check recoil imiformly and 
with certainty seems to me to be an important one with 
our Naval field guns. This fact of increased range, got 
by blocking up a gun, is useful to remember in many cases, 
especially in this war when the Boers had the pull of our 
gims at first, and when it might have been worth while 
just temporarily disabling one gun, and to get one shot 
into them and so frighten them off. 

The newspaper controversy, very hot at one time, as 
to whether the Boer guns were better or not than ours, 
and the ridiculous statements one both read and heard 
from persons who knew Uttle about the matter, were 
rather amusing and perhaps a little anno3ang. I un- 
hesitatingly state that on all occasions the British Naval 
guns inch for inch outranged and outshot the Boer guns ; 
and that the 47 Q.-F. even outranged, by some 2,000 
yards, the Boer 6^ Creusot. This I saw amply proved, 
at least to my own satisfaction, at Vaal Krantz, when the 
Boer 6" gun on about the same level as our 47 was, on 
Signal Hill, vainly tried to reach it and couldn't, whilst 
our gun was all the time giving them an awful hammering 
and blew up their magazine. 

In one way, and one only, the Boer guns had the advan- 
tage over us in shooting, that is, with their shrapnel shell, 
many of which were fitted with a special long range time 
fuse (double-ringed) ; here they certainly overshot us, but 

8 
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failed to make much use of the advantage, as they in- 
variably burst their shrapnel, through incorrect setting 
of fuse, either too high up in the air to hurt much or else 
on striking the groimd. Another great advantage the 
Boer guns as a rule possessed was the heights at which 
they were placed, generally firing down upon our guns 
and troops. Notwithstanding all this, I say again, that 
their guns inch for inch were not in the hunt with ours as 
r^ards shooting power, nor was this likely or possible 
seeing the great length of the Naval Q.-F. gun and its 
much heavier charge. 

It must be remembered that Naval guns are solely 
designed and built for use at sea, or in forts, or against 
armour; and so to get the necessary muzzle energy, 
velocity, and penetration, a long gun is required ; whereas 
the Boer gun was essentially a field or heavy land service 
gun. Their guns up to the (f being on proper field 
mountings, and much lighter, shorter in the barrel, and 
consequently more mobile than ours, while firing a lighter 
charge ; and perhaps in this way only it could be said 
that they were certainly better and handier than our guns. 
On the march and trekking up mountains this must have 
helped them a good deal, and from photos which I saw 
after the Boers had been driven out of Natal I should 
certainly say that their heavy guns on the march must 
have been much easier to move than ours. 

To give an idea of the difference in weight between the 
heavier gims I may quote the following figures ; that of 
the Boer guns I take as I read of them in Military Intelli- 
gence books : 

Weight. Weight 

British Naval 6^' Q.-F. gun \ 

(wire) .... 7 tons 8 cwt Boer (/ Creusot gun, 
British Naval 47 Q.-F. 2 tons 10 cwt. 

wire gun - - - 2 tons 2 cwt ^ 
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From these weights it may be at once noticed that inch 
for inch there is no comparison between the Boer and 
British heavy gmi as regards range and power of gim itself, 
consequent on our heavier charges. Taking their 3^^ 
Creusot Q.-F. guns (15 lbs.) and comparing them with 
our Elswick Naval 12-pounders I should say that there 
is little to choose between them, they having the advantage 
only in their long range fuses for shrapnel shell, which 
fuses should be issued to ours as soon as possible. One 
alwa}^ heard these small French Q.-F. guns alluded to with 
great awe as the " high velocity " gun of the enemy, but I 
doubt much if they have one foot per second more mean 
velocity at (ordinary ranges than our Naval 12-pounder, 
although perhaps they may have more at the muzzle, 
which is of Uttle account. 

To illustrate what small use the Boer gunner made of 
his advantage over us in long range shrapnel, I should 
say that it was generally noticed by all in the Natal Field 
Force how very high up they burst their shell as a rule, 
and so doing much less damage than they might have 
done; as Tommy described it, the bullets often came 
down like a gentle shower of rain and could be caught in 
the hand and pocketed. This of course, I should say, 
was the result of faulty setting of their time fuse ; probably 
they did not apply the necessary correction for height 
above sea-level and so the shell either burst at too high 
a period of its flight, or else on striking did little damage 
to us. The front face of this kopje from where I am now 
writing (Grass Kop at Sandspruit, and 6,000 feet high) 
is full of holes made by Boer shrapnel shell, burst after 
striking in the hole dug by the shell itself and leaving 
all their bullets and pieces buried in these holes. There 
was no damage done by their heavy shrapnel fire at all 
when the Dorsets took the hill, and solely because of this 
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faulty setting of the time fuse. We have dug up many 
of these shells here, and bullets simply strew the ground. 

The i2-pounder gun limber, especially made by our 
Ordnance people from a design supplied by Lieutenant 
James, R.N., when at Maritzbiug in November, was after- 
wards supplied to all the guns, and none too soon ; but 
we did not get them till Ladysmith was relieved and they 
were badly wanted all the time. These limbers were very 
weU made and very excellent, fitted to carry forty rounds 
complete of 12-pounder Q.-F. ammtmition which was 
invariably fotmd by us as sufficient, as a first or ready 
supply, giving eighty rounds to a pair of guns. More 
could, however, have been carried if necessary, up to 
sixty roxmds complete on each limber ; these limbers were 
strong, with very good wheels and broad tyres (a great 
contrast to the wretched little gun wheels we had to get 
along with at one time) and on them there was room 
also for gun's crew's greatcoats, leather gear, gun tele- 
scopes, and other impedimenta, which was most con- 
venient. 

One fault in them, I think, might be corrected if again 
required ; i.e., the platform or floor of the Umber instead 
of being built only on the forepart of the axle should 
extend also behind or on rear side of the axle ; by this 
means the Q.-F. boxes of ammunition may be distributed 
to balance the weight equally on each side of the axle, 
and so bring the least weight possible on the necks of 
the oxen or other draught animals drawing the limber 
and gun along. This, in a hilly country, is important. 

I would here note that when on the march with guns 
under any conditions, one's men should always be allowed 
to march light, slinging their rifles on the gun muzzles 
and putting leather gear with S.A. ammunition, water 
bottles and days' provisions handy on top of the limbers. 
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ITie carrying of any of these things only exhausts the 
men for no object, and when one remembers what heavy 
work they may have to do on the march at any moment 
— ^bringing gmis into action, rapid firing and running out 
the guns, digging pits and trenches, ofi-loading and loading 
the Q.-F. ammimition, and keeping up a supply which 
in South Africa at any rate may be at the bottom of a 
steep kopje with the gun at the top — one recognises the 
great advantage gained in giving the men as much latitude 
as possible, and bringing them into action after a march 
comparatively fresh. For these reasons I would advocate 
that a gun limber should be made for any service gun, 
with the object of allowing a certain amount of extra 
room for the gun's crew's gear and stores. 

In respect to range finding, the mekometer (range 
finder) as supplied to the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal 
Artillery and also to every company in a regiment (and 
which therefore was easy to borrow during the campaign), 
proved most useful to us in getting ranges roughly. To 
get a range over 5,000 yards one has to use the double 
base with this instrument, and ranges may then be found 
up to 10,000 yards, and, with practised observers, fairly 
correctly. At any rate it is most usefiil to have something 
to start on when you get up into position. This instru- 
ment is extremely small and portable and should be sup- 
plied to Naval field batteries, and also a certain proportion 
to the rifle companies for land service ; it may be carried 
slung like a small Kodak camera on one's back. Of course 
ranges can be very quickly found by shooting one or two 
shots to find them out, and this was done by our guns a 
good deal, and necessarily so when in action when one has 
no time to waste and the objects are moving ones ; but 
I strongly advise anyone who gets his guns into a position 
where he is^likdy to stop, such as in defence of a camp, 
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or on top of a kopje defending a railway line, or in position 
to bombard an enemy's fixed trenches and lines, at once 
to find his ranges roughly all round to prominent objects 
by the mekometer, as it gives one added confidence and 
is invaluable when shooting over the heads of one's own 
men to cover their attack, which is often a ticklish job 
and to be successful must be continued up to the very 
last moment it can be, with safety. 

This instrument, the mekometer, together with the clino- 
meter, for setting the gun for elevation independent of 
the sight arc, and an ordinary spirit-level to place on gun 
trail to tell which way the wheels or carriage of the gun 
are inclined on uneven ground (so altering the deflection 
scale), might in my opinion be supplied to every Naval 
field battery, heavy or light.* 

I may mention that the 47's and 6^ Q.-F. were often 
fired at dievations which did not even come on the 
graduated elevation arc, and so the clinometer had to be 
borrowed from the military and used to lay the guns ; it 
is most useful. 

For night firing on shore, as practised by us at Colenso 
and Spion Kop, guns are laid for required distant object 
just before dusk. The position of the wheels is accurately 
marked by pegs and lines, and when the gun is laid the 
sight is lowered to some white object placed fifty yards 

* Since writing this opinion I think, perhaps, it will be well to pause 
till the results of Professor George Forbes', F.R.S., experiments with 
a new stereoscopic instrument in South Africa are to hand ; he is 
there at present by request of Lord Kitchener with his new invention. 
For fiiU report of this instrument I would refer to Professor Forbes' 
paper read at the Society of Arts, December 18th, 1901. It is suf- 
ficient now to say that the instrument folds up to 3 foot 6 inches in 
length, can be used by one observer only standing, kneeling, or lying 
down, has great accuracy and portability, and has received the support 
of Sir Geoige Clarke and other authorities. 
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in front of gun, on which when dark a lantern may be 
placed; the elevation is read ofi either on arc of sight 
or by clinometer placed on the gim. To keep on firing 
at this distant object when dark, the gun is run out to 
same wheel marks every time and laid for same direction 
by the lantern on the near object, and elevation by clino- 
meter. The C.O.'s of regiments always most kindly put 
their mekometer and trained observers at our disposal 
on escorting us up to a position. 

A plane table survey, using a mekometer to measure 
one's base, is pretty easily made to get position of kopjes, 
trenches, well-defined gun emplacements and their ranges, 
roughly, but it wants a certain amount of time to do it. 
As to the emplacing of a 12-pounder or other Q.-F. 
gun for attack or defence, all hard and fast rules may, 
in my opinion, be at once dismissed, the matter entirely 
depending on the nature of the ground occupied and the 
direction and extent of fire required. Still I submit the 
following points as being useful to remember : — 

(i.) Carefully select the ground. If on a ridge, hiU, 
or kopje, the emplacement must be over the 
sky-line either on one slope or the other ; take 
a place where Nature helps you, if possible 
screened by trees, free of rocks, and with soft 
ground, dongas, or water roimd it, so that the 
enemy's shells will bury themselves and not 
burst on striking. Of course in South Africa, ex- 
cept on the flat, this could hardly ever be done. 
(2.) The best form of emplacement is a gun pit about 
I foot 6 inches deep, according to our experi- 
ence in Natal, the earth or rock taken out 
forming a circular parapet 3 feet 6 inches high, 
and as bulky or thick as ever you like on the 
front face, the floor of the pit being levelled 
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and a gradual slope made out of it for guns to 
be moved easily in and out of the pit. The 
size of the pit should be just enough to allow 
the gun trail to move round on any arc of 
training when the gun muzzle is run out over 
the front face or parapet, and to allow three 
feet more over and above this for the recoil of 
the gun in the drag-shoes, so as not to fetch 
the trail up sharp on recoiling. 
A narrow ditch may be dug all round the inside of the 
parapet to allow the crew to get into it for additional cover, 
and the ammunition boxes may either be placed in this 
ditch or a magazine dug and sandbagged over when plenty 
of time is available. A couple of drainage holes may be 
required in heavy rains to empty the pits on each side. 
The circular parapet can be built up any thickness, as 
just said ; it should then be sandbagged over till the 
required height. If in grassy ground, instead of sandbags 
put laige sods of grass to hide the emplacement and to keep 
the dust from flying, as sandbags are conspicuous. If 
neither grass nor sandbags are available, make your Kaffirs 
or camp followers cow-dung the surface of your parapet 
instead ; this dries, and all dust under muzzle on firing 
is avoided. I constantly tried this plan and found it very 
effective. 

Of all points this avoidance of dust is the most im- 
portant, as, unless prevented, it rises in a doud under the 
muzzle of the gun at every shot. At long ranges, used 
by the Boers and ourselves, it was almost impossible to 
locate a gun firing cordite or other smokeless powder 
except by this cloud dust. So avoid it at all costs. Make 
the colour of your emplacement as much like that of the 
surrounding ground as possible, including your sandbags, 
if used. 
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APPENDIX I 



HINTS ON EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING FOR 

ACTIVE SERVICE. 

As a few hints in regard to an officer's kit for active 
service may not be unacceptable to some, I offer a few 
observations on the subject so far as I am able to speak 
from my own experiences. 

Good telescopes are most important articles to have 
in any land company of soldiers or sailors; they were 
especially useful in South Africa. The Naval Service long- 
tdescope with its big field is very good and powerful in 
any light where there is no haze (at or before sunrise or 
when the sun is low for instance), but when the sim is 
well up it becomes of little use ; and then comes the turn 
of the smaller telescope as used by all Naval officers on 
board ship. This is a particularly useful glass, and I 
myself felt quite lost, late in the campaign, when I un- 
fortunately dropped the top of mine when riding. As 
to binoculars, we found the Zeiss or Ross's very excellent, 
and all military officers seemed to use them ; but, in my 
humble opinion, they are not to be compared with a good 
small telescope. 

At the start of the campaign the want of good telescopes 
among the military was most marked, and ours were 
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generally in great request. Many military officers with 
whom I have talked on the subject agree with me in 
thinking that a certain proportion of small telescopes 
should be supplied, say two for every company in a regi- 
ment, for the use of those on outpost and look-out duties. 
It is astonishing to see the added interest which any man 
placed on these duties shows when he can really make out 
for himself advancing objects and enemjr's positions with- 
out being entirely dependent on their officers to tell them. 
A good glass will render reports from these men reliable 
and valuable, instead of, as they often are, mere guess- 
work. At Grass Kop, where we had one Volunteer 
Company all armed with binoculars which were presented 
to them on leaving England (with the South Lancashires), 
the hill was always lined with look-out men on their own 
account ; so interested were they in the matter. 

Our water supply, as at first run, with one water-cart to 
the whole Naval Brigade, was inadequate ; but later on 
each imit with gxms got, as they should have, their own 
water-cart, or else made them with a cask fixed upon 
axle wheels, which we were obliged to do for a long time. 
Transport for these was either mule or ox ; the former, 
quickest and best. A field filter for each unit should be 
supplied if possible.* 

* The proper filtering of water for use in water-bottles and indeed 
for all drinking purposes, is most important, and especially so in hot 
weather, when men are always wanting a drink at off times, and will 
have it of course. Late in the war, the '^BerkefSeld Field Service 
Filter " was supplied to us by the Ordnance Department, and is very 
good ; it packs up in what looks like a large-sized luncheon basket, 
and is very portable ; it is simple to look after, if directions are 
followed, and will make about thirty-four pints in ten minutes, or 
enough to fiU fifteen men's water-bottles ; consequently it can easily 
be used on the march during short halts, and whenever water is 
passed to fill up water-bottles, and it is quickly packed up again. For 
any individual who wishes to carry a filter on his own person, I would 
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A few remarks may not here be out of place as to the 
best fighting kit to have ready for an officer who wishes 
to be comfortable, and also perhaps at certain times 
smart, when stationary in a standing camp for some time 
or on lines of commmiication. Needless to say that when 
actually marching or fighting one wears an3rthing and 
ever3rthing that first comes to hand. Khaki has certainly 
done us very well ; twill at first during the heat, and serge 
or cord later on when the cold came on ; but it is well 
to avoid khaki twill in cold weather as it becomes danmay 
and uncomfortable. Personally I should say that a serge 
or cord, thin for heat and thick for cold weather, is much 
the best for general wear. 

I started the campaign with two pairs of khaki twill 
riding breeches and two serge timics (thin) ; these supple- 
mented by a thick pair of khaki riding cord breeches that 
I got made at Durban when the cold came on, lasted me 
well through the campaign. For camp wear one can 
always use the ordinary twill or serge trousers, as served 
out from time to time by the Ordnance to all hands if 
required. On one's legs one should wear ordinary brown 
leather or canvas riding gaiters, only noi the Naval Service 
gaiters, as they are of no use for hard work or much riding. 
Many of us wore putties, and the men all did, but I don't 
like them myself as they are too hot in hot weather and 
make one's 1^ sore in cold. 

Riding breeches should be strapped inside the knee 
and doubled, and perhaps to lace up at the knee would be 



recommend a small *' Berkefeld Cylinder or porous candle " and small 
" Pasteur pump " with the necessary rubber tubes ; this makes a very 
small parcel ; it would only take up about one quarter of the Service 
haversack, and is well worth taking I am sure. The ^ Beikefeld Filter " 
should be supplied to ships in case of landing Brigades— one to every 
unit of 100 is the proper proportion as recommended by the firm. 



124 WITH THE NAVAL BRIGADE IN NATAL 

more comfortable than buttoning. Here I should mention 
that all the Naval officers commanding guns were mounted, 
and eventually all got mounts in some way; so riding 
plays a great part and is absolutely necessary if one wishes 
to be useful. 

I also had two pairs of strong brown boots (an ^nphasis 
on the brown), they are far the best ; and the soles should 
be protected with small nails carefully put in so as not 
to hurt one's feet. A pair of rubber-soled shoes for scout- 
ing, sporting, or camp work, and a pair of warm slippers 
to sleep in are indispensable. Long rubber or sea-boots, 
on account of their weight and bulk, are a nuisance. 
When it rained in South Africa it so quickly dried up 
that we found rubber shoes quite good enough for every- 
thing. 

It is useful to take three flannel shirts, and under- 
clothing in proportion ; cholera belts also become neces- 
sary to most of us I am afraid, and are very important ; 
it is also advisable to have plenty of socks and to change 
them frequently. Light silk neck-scarves are most useful 
and prevent sun-burnt necks ; and in the cold and bitter 
winds we experienced, and when sleeping in the open at 
night with heavy frosts. Balaclavas, woollen comforters, 
Tam-o*-shanters, and Jaeger gloves are highly desirable. 
Thanks to our kind friends at home we were loaded with 
these articles during the campaign and found them in- 
valuable. 

In the hat line our bluejackets* straw hats, smartly 
covered with khaki twill and with cap ribbon, did very 
well for the sun and are nice and shady ; they also last a 
long time when covered well, or even when painted khaki 
colour which stiffens and preserves them. I found my 
helmet also useful till I lost it. It is as well to take one 
Service cap with khaki covers, and a squash hat of gray 
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or khaki ; these latter are most comfortable and everybody 
wore them in camp ; but I fomid that they don't keep 
out the sun enough during the day, they stow very close 
however, and can always be worn if one loses or smashes 
one's other hats. 

As to bedclothes, this is a most important matter in 
the freezing cold. I advise a Wolseley valise to be got 
at the Army and Navy Stores, with mattress and pillow 
and Jaeger bag inside ; one should have over one at night 
the two service blankets allowed, and one's greatcoat. 
Unless one sleeps on a stretcher, which can't be alwa}^ 
got, it is well to cut long grass and put it under the valise 
in the cold weather, as it makes a wonderful difference 
on the frozen ground and gives one a good night as a 
rule. 

If there are means of transport, it is as well to carry 
a Wolseley kit bag to hold one's clothes and boots, etc. 
I think that every officer in this war had these two things, 
the kit bag and valise, although of course a great deal 
may be rolled up and carried in the valise only and the bag 
left behind if it comes to a pinch. 

The following articles are most useful to carry alwa}^, 
viz. : — Service telescope, and also binoculars as well if one 

can afford it (Zeiss or Ross's) ; a knife with all implements 

> 

(especially corkscrew) ; a light tin cylinder to hold charts, 
plans, intelligence maps, and private maps or sketches ; 
also writing materials, diary and order books, can be 
carried in a flat waterproof sponge bag case. As luxuries 
which can be done without : — ^A collapsible india-rubber 
bath basin and waterproof sheet, very compact as got at 
the Army and Navy Stores ; a small mincing machine 
(the only means of digesting a trek ox), and sparklet 
bottle and sparklets are very handy. Such other luxuries 
as cigars, cigarettes, pipes, etc., can always be stowed in 
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some comer of the valise or bag. Carry brown leather 
polish, dubbing, and laces. 

Leather gear as carried on one's back should be a " Sam 
Brown Belt *' of the single cross strap kind, in preference 
to the Naval Service gear. On this one can carry one's 
revolver, water-bottle, and haversack, which with glasses 
slung over all and separately, complete all one requires 
as a gunner. Swords were not carried during this war 
by officers, as in cases where the rifle was substituted, 
they only proved an incumbrance. A stick for the 
marching officer, like *' Chinese Gordon " had, cannot be 
beaten. 

A hint as to food before we part. Don*t go on the 
principle ** because I am campaigning I must resign my- 
self to feed badly on what I can pick up and on what my 
stomach is entirely unaccustomed to.'' There was never 
a greater mistake. On the contrary, feed yourself and 
those imder you on the best, sparing no expense, and 
when you can get wine instead of muddy water, drink it 
to keep you going and your blood in good order. Do 
yourself as well as you can, is my advice and experience, 
after perhaps rather thinking and going the other way 
at first. It simply means that when others run down 
and go sick with dysentery, fever and other ills, you are 
stiU going strong and fit for work. Naturally advice on 
this point is entirely dependent on means of transport ; 
but when this exists, as it did with the Naval Brigade who 
had ammunition wagons, a hundred pounds weight or so 
makes little difference to them if not already overloaded. 
Take the best advantage, therefore, of it that you can 
within reason, and up to a certain extent, there being of 
course always a limit to all good things. 

Tents are a great and important feature in any long 
campaign. I don't hesitate to say that the single canvas 
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bell tent as supplied to the British Forces, should be at 
once converted into double canvas tents. In the many 
long sweltering days when the Natal Field Force before 
G>lenso, and later at Elandslaagte, were forced to lie doing 
nothing, the heat of the sun coming through the tent was 
very bad ; one was always obUged to wear a hehnet inside 
one's tent ; and I think in the men's tents (ours with, say, 
ten in them, and the military who had, I am told, up to 
fifteen in one tent) the state of things was abominably 
unhealthy under the blazing South African sun, and I am 
persuaded that half the sickness among the forces was 
due to this insufGicient protection from the sun. The 
double canvas bell tent with air space in between the two 
parts does very well, in both keeping heat and cold off. 
The Indian tents, of khaki canvas, double and generally 
square-shaped, are much the best ones we saw on the 
Natal side and should be used generally in the Army; 
the extra expense would be saved in the end by prevention 
of fever and sunstroke. 

My own experience (when I and three other officers lay 
in a field hospital outside Ladysmith just after the relief, 
in a single bell tent, and saw Tonunies all around us 
crowded into these tents with fever and dysentery, 
whereby all our cases, I am sure, were made much worse 
by the torturing sun which poured in all day on our heads), 
makes me very glad that the ^* Hospital Commission " is 
now sitting, and I sincerely hope that such absurd mis- 
takes will be noticed and corrected by them for the good 
of the whole British Forces. 

Hoarding the Mauser rifle, as compared with the Lee- 
Metford, I personally have little experience, but I can 
only say that the Mauser to hold and carry is much the 
better balanced of the two, and that the fine sighting is 
superior. Also some mUitaiy officers seem to say it is 
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a better shooter at long ranges, and its magazine action 
is far quicker and superior.* Revolvers, as far as I know, 
have had no test at all in this war. The cavalry carbine, 
I believe, is universally condemned by all cavalry officers 
out here, and is doomed to go I hope, being, if used against 
foes with modem weapons, only waste lumber. 

I beUeve that I am right in saying that pouches 
for carrying the rifle ammunition are universally con- 
demned in favour of a bandoUer, with flaps over every 
ten cartridges or so. In our Naval bandoliers the 
want of these flaps was especially noticeable, and the 
wastage of ammunition dropped out was, I am sure, exces- 
sive, besides leaving loose ammunition l}ring about for 
Boer or Kaffir to pick up, as they are reported to be doing. 
The web bandoUer is lighter than the leather, and better, 
so I recommend it, if fitted with flaps, to the notice of the 
Naval authorities. 



* Since writing this about the Mauser, Captain Cowper of the 
Queen's tells me that on the whole he considers the Lee-Metford 
superior, and that the Boers he has met have told him they hold it to 
be a harder shooter at long ranges. However, it seems to me that the 
better balance and magazine of the Mauser counteract this and give 
it the preference. 
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EXTRACTS FROM SOME OF THE DESPATCHES, 

REPORTS, AND TELEGRAMS, REGARDING 

OPERATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS JOURNAL 

[LondoH GoMttU, January 36tl>, 190a] 
From General Sir Redvers Butler^ V.C, G.C.B, 

Chieveley Camp, 
[Extract.] December 17M, 1899. 

I enclose a reconnaissance sketch of the Colenso position. 
All visible defences had been shelled by eight naval guns 
on the 13th and 14th. Durmg all this time and through- 
out the day, the two 47 and four 12-pounder Naval guns 
of the Naval Brigade and Durban Naval Volunteers, 
under Captain E. P. Jones, R.N., were being admirably 
served, and succeeded in silencing every one of the enemy's 
guns they could locate. 

{London GaxeUe^ March joth, 190a] 

From Captain E. P. Jones^ R.N.t Commanding 

Naval Brigade. 

dieveley Camp^ 
[Extract,] December i6<*, 1899. 

The whole force under Sir Redvers BuUer advanced at 
4 a.m. yesterday, intending to take the positions of the 

9 
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enemy on the other side of the Tugda. The Brigade 
under my command was disposed as follows : — ^Two 47 
gmis and four 12-pounders which were on the outpost 
line in a position 10,000 yards from the main works of 
the enemy, from which place we had been shelling them 
on the previous day, advanced to a small rise about 5,000 
yards from the entrenched hills across the Tugela. Six 
12-pounders under Lieutenant Ogilvy with Lieutenant 
James of H.M.S. Tartar and Lieutenant Deas of Philomd 
were attached to the Field Artillery under Colonel Long. 
Two 12-pounders under Lieutenant Bume held the kopje 
from which we advanced. 



[London GoMBtU^ March 12th, 1901.] 

"Fron^ Captain Jones, R.N., Commanding Naval 

Brigade, Natal. 

Naval Camp, Speannans Hill, 
[Extract.] February 8M, 1900. 

As to Vaal Krantz, the Naval guns were disposed as 
follows : . • . Two 12-pounders with Lieutenant Bume 
on the plateau between this hill and the river. At day- 
light on the 6th, Lieutenant Bume's two guns were moved 
to a position at the east of Zwartz Kop. 

February i8th, 1900. Lieutenant Bume with two 
i2-pounder guns was left with General Warren at Spear- 
mans and marched on the loth to Springfield Bridge where 
he remains imder Colonel Bum-Murdoch. 

From General Sir R. Buller to Admiral Sir R. Harris, 
March 5th, 1900. " I much appreciate your congratula- 
tions. I can hardly tell you how much of our successes 
are due to the Navy : their gunnery was admirable.'* 
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Report from Lieutenant Bume, R.N., February i6th, 
1^00, enclosed in letter of March 28th, 1900, from the 
Commander-in-Chief, Cape of Good Hope Station. 



Report from LieuUnani Burne, R.N. 

Springfield Camp, 

February i6/!4, 1900. 

I have the honour to report as foDows : — 

Since being detached from Lieutenant Ogilvy's com- 
mand I moved back across the Tugela river from the ad- 
vanced kopjes on February ist. On Sunday, February 4th, 
I learnt that I was attached to Sir Charles Warren's 
Division, and received my orders from him personally on 
that day on Gim Plateau, regarding the next day's opera- 
tions ; I also interviewed yourself on that day in reply 
to signal received. On Monday, 5th, my guns were shell- 
ing the enemy incessantly aU day in conjunction with 
the feint on the left, and in reply to a Boer 3^ Creusot and 
two Maxim Vickers i^ lbs. I received many directions 
from both General Warren and General Talbot-Coke, as 
to points they wished shelled, and at the end of the day^ 
had expended 250 common and shrapnel shell. At 8 p.m. 
I received orders from General Warren to march at day- 
break on Tuesday, and join the Conunander-in-Chief at 
the fort of Zwartz Kop ; this I did, and though delayed 
on the hill by wagons and by the 7th Battery R.F.A. 
coming up, and later, by streams of ambulance in the 
narrow road close to Zwartz Kop, I arrived and reported 
my guns to General Buller about 8 a.m., at the foot of the 
kopje. He told me to bring my guns into action, and 
help to silence the Boer 6^ Creusot, and, if possible, the 
3"^ Creusot, which were firing from Spion Kop (position]2> 
at our field batteries* 
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As I came into action, and was aiming my right gun 
at the Boer 6', a shell from it struck twenty 3^ards in 
front, and covering us with dirt, jumped over our heads 
without exploding; the shell was plainly visible in the 
air to me on coming down, and I saw it strike on its side 
and the fuse break off. The shell was picked up intact 
at my wagons which were just coming up, by Edward 
House, A.B., and we have it now. I concentrated my 
fire on the 6' gun at 6,400 )^ards, and in an hour it was 
silenced for the rest of the day ; this, of course, was efiEected 
in conjunction with the fire from the 5^ guns just in front 
of me, and from one 47 on Signal Hill. 

During the day my guns also drove back at least two 
Boer field guns at 6,500 }rards, which had been brought 
down into Vaal Krantz, and which tried to find our range 
but just fell short ; they shifted position, but were finally 
driven over the sky-Une. There was also a i J lb. Pom- 
pom in a donga in the valley, which we silenced many 
times, and at the end of the day had fired some 230 
rounds. 

On Wednesday, February 7th, we commenced again at 
daylight ; the 6" opened a heavy fire on one pontoon 
(No. 3), and on the field batteries in front of us, which had 
been pushed forward there before daybreak. My fire was 
directed solely at the big gun ; my No. 2 standing by and 
firing directly he saw it appear. During the day my 
ammunition supply was kept up by direct communication 
by orderly with the colmnn under Major Findlay. In 
the forenoon the Boer field guns were brought down again 
in the valley, and shelled the pontoon, Krantz Kop, and 
us ; they were driven oS in an hour or so, but recom- 
menced again later. 

In the afternoon, more field guns and Pom-pcmis on 
the burnt kopjes to the left of us opened a heavy fire oa 
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Krantz Kop, but were driven off by our guns, the howitzer 
battery (100 yoxds in our rear), and by the Naval guns 
on Zwartz Kop. 

About 5 p.m. the fire from the Boer lOO-pounder was 
very heavy, and came all round us, the Staff, and Infantry 
in reserve, and twice my crews only escaped by lying down. 
Just at that moment I got the order from Colonel Parsons, 
R.A., to withdraw my guns by moonlight, and cover our 
retirement on Gun Plateau. This was done, but the steep 
hill being jammed with traffic, I did not get up to my old 
position on Gun Plateau till next morning, when I reported 
to General Warren. 

Between February 8th and 9th, I assisted to cover the 
retirement of our troops over the Tugela, and on the 9th 
was withdrawn at 11 a.m., and arrived at Springfield 
Bridge at 3 p.m. 

On February loth, by order of Colonel Bum-Murdoch 
(ist Dragoons) and the Camp Commandant, I placed my 
guns in the entrenched camp half a mile beyond the bridge, 
and up to 14th was employed in making gun epaulments 
and pits, and finding the ranges. 

On February 13th, the Boers appearing in force on the 
kopjes to our left at 9,000 yards, I rode out with Colonel 
Bum-Murdoch and other Commanding Officers, to recon- 
noitre, and find gun positions. They sniped at us at 
1,600 to 2,000 yards, and at the advanced Cavalry pickets 
all night, but next morning, the 14th, after " A" Battery 
Royal Horse Artillery and my guns had been pushed for- 
ward, they were foimd to have retreated altogether, and 
we surmised them to be a commando of Free State Boers 
returning to the Free State. 

To-day, the i6th, we received news of General French's 
relief of Kimberley. All quiet in this neighbourhood. 

At present I have 500 rounds of ammunition with me. 
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and 300, in reserve, in charge of the officer of the ammu- 
nition column here. 

I will conclude by saying that I have nothing but praise 
for the conduct and hard work performed by my men 
during the last ten days, especially when under fire ; their 
spirit is now excellent. I should specially mention my 
captains of guns, T. Mitchell, ist class P.O., and J. Mullis, 
1st class P.O., for their hard work, the latter the best and 
quickest shot of the two. I must recommend E. A. 
Harvey, P.O., 2nd dass, and leading shipwright, as ren- 
dering me most useful and clever work on the gun mount- 
ings, etc., and for further designs. Of the rest P. Treheme, 
A.B. ; D. Shepherd, A.B., S.G.T. ; Henry House, A.B. ; 
W. Jones, A.B., S.G.T. ; Fred Tuck, O.S. ; C. Patton, 
signalman ; and W. Dunetal, stoker, deserve spedal men- 
tion. Mr. White, midshipman, has rendered me useful 
assistance. Mr. Freeman, conductor, has done very well ; 
and the white drivers, McPheeson and Blewitt, excellently. 
I find the gun teams of eight oxen under the two latter 
are very useful. 



[T^ TtmeSf Thursday, March ist, 1900.] 

The following despatch from General Buller has been 
received at the War Office : — 

Headquarters, HIangwane Plaint 
F^truary 2SM, 8.5 a.m. 

Finding that the passage of Langewachte Spruit was 
commanded by strong entrenchments, I reconnoitred for 
another passage of the Tugela. One was found for me 
below the cataract by Colonel Sandbach, Royal Engineers. 

On the 25th we commenced making an approach to it, 
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and on the 26th, finding that I could make a practicable 
approach, I crossed guns and baggage back to the south 
side of the Tugela, took up the pontoon bridge on the 
night of the 26th, and rdaid it at the new site, which is 
just below the point marked " cataract." 

During all the time the troops had been scattered, 
crouching imder hastily-constructed small stone shelters, 
and exposed to a galling shell and rifle fire, and throughout 
maintained the most excellent spirit. 

On the 27th General Barton, with two Battalions 6th 
Brigade and the Royal Dublin Fusiliers, crept about one 
and a half miles down the banks of river, and, ascending 
an almost precipitous diff of about 500 feet, assaulted 
and carried the top of Pieters Hill. 

This hill to a certain extent turned the enemy's left, 
and the 4th Brigade, under Colonel Norcott, and the 
nth Brigade, under Colonel Kitchener, the whole under 
General Warren, assailed the enemy's main position, 
which was magnificently carried by the South Lancashire 
Regiment about sunset. 

We took about sixty prisoners and scattered the enemy 
in all directions. 

There seems to be still a considerable body of them left 
on and under Bulwana Mountain. 

Our losses, I hope, are not large. They certainly are 
much less than they would have been were it not for the 
admirable manner in which the artillery was served, 
especially the guns manned by the Royal Navy and the 
Natal Naval Volunteers. 
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[Tk€ Timesy Thnrsday, March 8th« 1900.] 

From our Special Correspondent. 

Ladysmith, 
March S^ 

The following special Anny Order has been issued : — 
** The relief of Ladysmith unites two forces which have 
striven with conspicuous gallantry and splendid deter- 
mination to maintain the honour of their Queen and 
country. The garrison of Ladysmith for four months 
held the position against every attack with complete 
success and endured its privations with admirable forti- 
tude. The relieving force had to make its way through 
unknown country, across imfordable rivers, and over 
almost inaccessible heights in the face of a fully-prepared, 
well-armed tenacious enemy. By the exhibition of the 
truest courage, which bums steadily besides flashing bril- 
liantly, it accomplished its object, and added a glorious 
page to our history. Sailors, soldiers. Colonials, and the 
home-bred have done this, united by one desire, and in- 
spired by one patriotism. 

" The General Commanding congratulates both forces 
on their martial quaUties, and thanks them for their 
determined efforts. He desires to offer his sincere sym- 
pathy to the relatives and friends of the good soldiers 
and gallant comrades who have fallen in the fight. 

" BULLER." 

From Captain Jones^ R.N., Naval Brigade. 

Ladysmith, 
[Extract.'\ March loth^ 190a 

I enclose reports sent in to me by Lieutenants Ogilvy 
and Bume, who were mostly detached from me. 
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Enclosure from Lieutenant Burne, R,N. 

Colenso, 

March jthy 190a 

Since my last letter dated from Springfield Bridge, I 
li?tve the honour to report that I left Springfield on Feb- 
ruary 23rd, marching with the York and Lancaster 
Regiment to rejoin the main column. We reached 
Chievdey Camp on the 24th, and I pitched camp on Gun 
Hill, where I found Lieutenant Drununond and the 6" 
gun. We remained here till a telegram and written orders 
were handed me on the night of the 26th, from Lieutenant 
Dnunmond, to march at daybreak with the York and 
Lancaster Regiment to join the loth Brigade. We 
marched at 6 a.m. on the 27th, with the Regiment, by 
Hussar Hill round Hlangwane. Here we found the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, who told me, on my reporting the gims, 
that the loth Brigade were in Colenso ; he added that it 
was no fault of mine that we had come out of the way, 
as the orders had not been clear, but told me to cross the 
Tugela by the Pont as quickly as possible, the pontoon 
bridge having been removed. At the Pont I had to off- 
load all my wagons, as the drift below was impassable ; 
and after having got one gun and ox team safely across, 
the Pont was upset in the middle of the river, and all the 
work was jammed. During this time there was a heavy 
shell fire on Colenso Station^ from a Boer 3^ gun, but we 
were not touched. I had the Pont righted, and my men 
baled it out before daylight on the 28th, and I took my 
other gun and two wagons and loads of ammunition 
across, and hurried on to join General Coke. On the 
morning of March ist a body of men rode in from Lady- 
smith. They proved to be Ladysmith scouts, and brought 
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General Coke his first intimation of the relief of Lady- 
smith on the previous evening. My guns were in position, 
and we bivouacked with the troops for some days, but I 
have now pitched camp and withdrawn the guns. Hear- 
ing many rumoiurs here that the Naval men are to return 
to their ships, I should like to bring to your notice the 
very excellent service which has been rendered me by 
my captains of guns, R. Mitchell, P.O., ist class, and 
especially G. Mullis, P.O., ist class, and the dever and 
hard work of F. Harvey, P.O., 2nd class (leading ship- 
wright), and to mention the following names not before 
mentioned: — H, House, A.B., F. Long, O.S. (bugler), 
S. Ratdiffe, O.S., and to state my appreciation of the 
work done by all. 

[ne Tinus of April l6th, 190a] 

Extract from ''Times*' Natal Military Cortesp(mient^ 

dated March 22fii, 1900. 

The Naval contingent of the Powerful left Ladj^mith 
for England on the 7th, and that of the Terrible left to 
rejoin their ship on the nth. The 47 guns remain in 
the hands of the Naval gunners of the Forte, Philomel^ 
and Tartar, under Captain Jones of the Forte, but most 
of the i2-pounders have now been handed over to the 
4th Mountain Battery. It seems a great pity that the 
Naval gunners of the Terrible could not have been spared 
to finish the campaign. Three months' practice ashore 
has made them nearly perfect in the management of their 
guns, and they themselves would be the first to admit 
that, at any rate in that part of the gunnery that was 
not learnt on board ship, such as rapidity of fire under 
their present altered conditions and mobility, they have 
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improved twofold since they first landed. Their rapidity 
of fire was wonderful when it is remembered that their 
carriages are fitted with none of the automatic appliances 
for returning the gun to the firing position, but have to 
be dragged back every time by hand, and then carefully 
adjusted with the wheels at exactly the same level. As 
regards mobility, they have on at least one occasion — 
namely Zwartz Kop— taken their gims up a place con- 
demned by the Royal Artillery as impossible. All this 
experience is now to be made no further use of, and the 
guns pass into the hands of men who will have to learn 
it afresh. A great advantage the Naval gunners had over 
the Royal Artillery was their use of the glass. Besides 
the telescopic sights used with the big guns, they were 
provided with a large telescope on a tripod, at which an 
officer was always seated watching the effect of the shells, 
and, in the case of an advance the movements of our 
Infantiy as well, and they were never guilty, as the Ro3ral 
Artillery have been more than once, of firing on our own 
men. On January 24th, whilst the fighting on the top of 
Spion Kop was taking place, the Naval guns on Mount 
Alice were able at a distance of rather over four miles 
clearly to distinguish our men from the Boers, and shell 
the latter. Compare this with one instance that came 
imder my personal observation on February 27th. An 
ofiicer in command of a battery was totally unable to 
distinguish, with a pair of the field-glasses supplied by 
Government, at a distance of a little over one mile, 
between our Infantry charging and the Boers running 
away. I see that your Cape correspondent has already 
said that in this campaign, where we are perpetually 
fighting against an invisible foe, good glasses are of para- 
mount importance to the rifle. They are even more 
essential to the gunners than to the other branches of 
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the service, and they are in this respect most inadeqoately 
supplied. 

Speech of the First Lard of the Admiralty {Mr. Goschen) 
at Royal Academy Banquet^ May slh, 1900. 

** I do not propose to dilate on the courage or resource- 
fuhiess, or other great qualities of the Naval Brigades. 
The nation has acclaimed them. The Sovereign with her 
own lips has testified to their deeds. • . • 

*^ The ships' companies of the Powerful and Terrible 
would be sorry if they were to monopolise the public eye, 
clouding the performances of men from other ships. 
Many other ships have sent contingents to the front — 
the Monarchy the Doris, the Philomel, the Tartar, the 
Forte — all these ships have sent men who have taken 
their part in those gallant combats of which we read.*' 

Again at Reception of Naval Brigade {H.M.S. " Powerftd^*) 

in London, May yth, 1900. 

" With your comrades in other forces of the Queen, by 
the defence and the relief of Ladysmith you have saved 
the country from such a disaster as has never fallen the 
British arms. The defence and relief of Ladjrsmith will 
never be forgotten in British history." 

[London GaxeiU, March 12th, 1901.] 

From Captain Jones, R.N., Naval Brigade. 

De Wet's Faraif 
[Extract.] Juno ^ih, 190a 

** On May 14th, two more 12-pounders under Lieutenant 
Steele (Lieutenant Bume having had a severe fall from 
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his horse, and being incapacitated) occupied another hill 
across the river. . . . 

'^ Lieutenant Bume has quite recovered from his in* 
juries and has returned to duty at Glencoe.*' 



From Captain Jones, R.N., Naval Brigade. 

Volksrusti 
[Extract.] June 14/A, 1900. 

*' It became apparent that the hUl (Van Wyk) must be 
hdd. General Hild3^ard was out there and decided to 
hold it, sending back for the rest of the Brigade. 

** I arrived back in camp at 4 p.m. and was ordered to 
start after dark — as the route was exposed to the enemy's 
fire — and, if possible, to get two 12-pounders (Lieutenant 
Bume's) up the hill by daylight, and the 47*s to the 
bottom. This we did after a most difficult march, arriving 
at the bottom at 4 a.m. I halted the 47's and pushed 
the i2-pounders up to the top. One arrived at daj^ght, 
the other broke a wheel and did not get up to the top till 
we were able later to get another pair of wheels from a 
limber and adapt them." 

From General Sir Redvers BuUer, V.C, G.CS. 

Lsung's Nek, Natal, 
[ExiracLl Jutu 19M, 190a 

*' On June 5th I directed General Hildyard, who with 
the 5th Division was encamped at De Wet's farm, to 
occupy on the 6th the height south of the Botha's Pass 
Road, marked on the map as Van Wyk. . . . The ascent 
of the hill was very difficult, and it was due to the energy 
of Captain Jones, R.N., and the officers and men of the 
Naval Brigade that one 12-pounder (Lieutenant Bume) 
was in position at Van Wyk at daylight. The other 
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i2*pounder lost a whed in the bad ground. . . • The 
Naval guns and the loth Brigade were brought down 
from Van Wyk dining the night. I may here remaik 
that hard and well as Captain Jones and the men of the 
Naval Brigade worked during this war, I do not believe 
they ever had harder work to do or did it more willingly 
than in getting their guns up and down Van Wyk. They 
had to work continuously for thirty-^six hours. . . .** 

From Field-Marshal Lord Roberts^ F.C, G.C3. 

Pretoria, 

Jttly i<Mf 1900. 

" I have much pleasure in supporting the recommenda- 
tions put forward by Sir Redvers Buller on behalf of the 
Officers and Petty Officers of the Rojral Navy." 

Report from Lieutenant Bume^ R.N. 

H.M.S. Monarch's (late H.M.S. Tartof^s) i2-pounder Q.-F. Battery, 

Grass Kop, Sandspruit. 

October i^Jth^ 190a 

On withdrawal from the front, I wish to forward for 
the favourable consideration of the Commander-in-Chief, 
Admiral Sir Robert Harris, K.C.M.G., a short report on 
detachment of H.M.S. Monarches (late Tartar's) men now 
under my command, and who have served on shore with 
the Natal Army for over a year. Since my last report to 
Captain Jones, R.N., the Officer commanding Naval 
Brigade, on June i6th, after the victory of Almond's 
Nek, this battery has taken part in the march on Wakker- 
stroom and its occupation, the defence of Sandspruit and 
action four miles north of it, with Clavalry and other 
Artillery, under General Brocklehurst, M.V.O., which was 
a spirited little affair, and where the battery earned the 
commendation of the (jeneral on the shooting ; later, the 
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attack on Grass Kop and its occupation by the Dorsets 
was covered by these guns and other artillery on July 24thy 
and drew a heavy shell fire from four Boer Creusot guns 
in its defence, this battery at that time being led by 
Lieutenant Qutterbuck, R.N., when I was ill with jaun- 
dice, but whom I again relieved on July 27th, and have 
continued since that date in the defence of Grass Kop. 
My gims from here covered the right flank of two separate 
attacks in force on Comersfoort, the first under General 
Hildyard on July 30th, and the second under Sir Redvers 
Buller on August 7th, when the town was taken. We 
have also covered many reconnaissances, and have come 
into action at long ranges several times against marauding 
Boers on the plain at the foot of this hill, but hitherto 
they have not attacked us, as the hill is magnificently 
entrenched and has been held m turn by the Dorsets, 
the South Lancashires, and now the Queen*s Regiment. 
The whole of the intelligence from Grass Kop as to move- 
ments of the enemy since July 24th up to this date, has 
been furnished by my look-outs with our long telescope ; 
and this I need scarcely say has been a considerable and 
arduous duty for the men under the conditions of violent 
winds, rain, mist, and storms which prevailed up here (a 
height of 6,500 feet), since we occupied the hill. These 
wind-storms have destroyed our tents once, sometimes 
continuing for days, and have caused much discomfort 
both to ourselves and the troops, and I have lost a good 
many oxen by exposure and lung sickness. Orders having 
come for the withdrawal of the Naval Brigade, I can only 
say I have been well and faithfully served by the Ofl&cers 
and men of the detachment under my command ; and 
during these months have formed a high opinion of their 
excellence as a battery, under the varying conditions of 
climate, heights, and positions, they have gone through 
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in Natal, the Orange Colony, and the Transvaal. All 
these men, in spite of much sickness at times, have stuck 
to their work with the Natal Army for a year now, and 
consequently I think, fully deserve any advancement or 
reward it is possible to give them, and I am sure H.M.S. 
Tartar may be proud of the men representing her during 
the war. I wish to bring this general opinion of the men 
of the detachment, which I hold, to the favourable notice 
of the Commander-in-Chief, and to specially recommend 
the following for good service rendered with the guns : 

A. L. Muiuro, C.P.O. and torpedo instructor (late of 

H.M.S. Tartar). 
G. H. Epsley, P.O., 2nd dass and captain ist gnn 

(late of H.M.S. Tartar). 
E. Cheeseman, A.B., S.G., and acting captain 2nd 

gun (late of H.M.S. Tartar). 
D. Smith, A.B., S.G.T., gun crew (late of H.M^. 

Tartar), 
J. Macdonald, A.B., S.G., gun crew (late of H.M.S. 

Tartar). 
G. Baldwin, A.B., S.G., gun crew (late of H.M.S. 

Tartar). 
J. Sawyer, A.B., S.G., gun crew (late of H.M.S. 

Tartar). 
H. Wright, A.B., T.M., gun crew (late of H.M.S. 

Tartar). 

For his good services as armourer and work drawing 
ordnance and transport, stores, money, and in charge of 
commissariat, I particularly recommend O. A. Hart, 
armourer's mate, H.M.S. Tartar (late), a man thoroughly 
reliable. 

As regards the Officer and six men of H.M.S. Philomel 
attached to my command, three of whom have since been 
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invalided, I must strongly recommend Ifr. W. R. Ledgard* 
midshipman, who since July 28th I have detached, as 
ordered by G.O.C. 5th Division, in independent command 
of one gun, first at Opperman's Kraal, and then at Paarde- 
kop ; he has carried out this duty with ability and success, 
and for a young officer I know it has been a tiying one. 

I also recommend T. Payne, A.B., S.G., H.M.S. Philamel, 
for good service with the guns. 

Expressing my gratification at having had the oppor- 
timity to command H.M.S. Tartarus (now Monarches) 
Detachment, I have, etc. 
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APPENDIX III 



DIARY OF THE BOER WAR UP TO 
OCTOBER 25TH, 1900. 

1899. 

Oct. II. — ^Time fixed by the Boers for compliance with 

^* ultimatum " expired at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 14. — Boers march on Kimberley and Mafeking. 
Oct. 15. — Kimberley isolated. 
Oct. 20. — Boer position on Talana Hill captured by 

the British under S3^mons. 
Oct. 21. — ^White moves out force under French to eject 

Boers from Elandslaagte. Boers routed. 
Oct. 22. — Yule retires from Dundee on Ladysmith via 

Beith. 
Oct. 23. — ^Death of General S3nnons at Dundee. 
Oct. 30. — General sortie from Ladysmith. Naval guns 

silence Boer siege artillery. 
Surrender of part of two battalions and a 

Mountain Battery at Nicholson's Nek. 
Oct, 31. — General Sir Redvers Buller lands at Capetown, 
Nov. I. — Boers invade Cape Colony. 
Nov. 2. — Ladysmith isolated. 
Nov. 9. — General attack on Ladysmith repulsed with 

heavy loss to Boers. 
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Nov. 15. — Armoured train wrecked by Boers near 

Chievdey. Over 100 British troops captured. 
Nov. 19.— Lord Methuen's column for the relief of Kim* 

berley concentrated at Orange River. 
Nov. 23. — Methuen attacks Boers at Belmont with 

Guards' Brigade and 9th Brigade. Boers 

driven from their position. 
Nov. 25. — Methuen attacks Boers in position at Enslin 

and dislodges them. 
General Sir Redvers Buller arrives in Natal. 
Nov. 28. — Methuen engages 11,000 Boers at Modder 

River. Battle lasting all day. Boers 

evacuate position. 
Nov. 30. — Sixth Division for South Africa notified. 
Dec. I. — ^Australian and Canadian Contingents leave 

Capetown for the front. 
Dec. 10. — Gatacre attempts night attack on Stormberg, 

but is surprised and driven back with heavy 

loss. 
Dec. II. — Methuen attacks Boer position at Magers- 

FONTEIN and is repulsed with heavy loss. 

General Wauchope killed. 
Dec. 15. — Buller advances from Chieveley against Boer 

positions near Colenso. British Force re- 
pulsed on Tugela with 1,100 casualties and 

loss of 12 gims. 
Mobilization of 7th Division ordered. 
Dec. 18. — Lord Roberts appointed Commander-in-Chief 

in South Africa, with Lord Kitchener as 

Chief of Staff. 
Dec. 19. — Regulations issued for employment of Yeo- 
manry and Volunteers in South Africa. 
Dec. 20. — Formation of City of London Volunteer Corps 

for South Africa announced^ 
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1900. 

Jan. 6. — Suffolk Regiment loses heavily near Rensbnrg, 

over 100 prisoners taken. 
Boer attack on Ladysmith Repulsed. 
Jan. 10. — ^LoRD Roberts and Lord Kitchener arrive 

AT Capetown. 
Jan. 10. — Forward movement for relief of Lad3rsmitli 

resumed. 
Jan. II. — ^Dundonald seizes pont oa Tugela at Potgeiter's 

Drift. 
Jan. 18. — ^BuUer makes Second Attempt to relieve 

Lad3^smith. Dundonald having crossed 

Tugela engages Boers near Acton Homes. 
Crossing of Tugela by Warren and LyttdUm 

concluded. 
Jan. 21. — ^Warren attacks Boers' right flank. 
Jan. 23-4. — Spion Kop captured and held during 24th, 

but evacuated on the night of Jan. 24*25. 

General Woodgate fatally wounded. 
Jan. 26-7. — Buller*s force recrosses the Tugela. 
Feb. 3. — ^Macdonald with Highland Brigade marches 

out from Modder River. 
Feb. 5. — ^Buller's Third Attempt to relieve Ladysmith 

conunenced. L3^telton crosses Tugela, and 

delivers attack on Vaal Krantz, which he 

captures and occupies. 
Feb. 7. — ^Vaal Krantz evacuated and British Force with- 
drawn across the Tugela. 
Feb. 9. — ^Lord Roberts arrives at Modder River. 
Feb. II. — ^French, having been summoned from Southern 

Frontier, leaves Modder River with Cavalry 

Division and Horse Artillery. 
Feb. 13. — Lord Roberts at Dekiel's Drift. 
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Feb. 15. — Lord Roberts at Jacobsdal. 

Relief of Kimberley. 
Feb. 17. — Rearguard action between Kelly-Kenny and 

Cronje en route to Bloemfontein. 
Fourth Attempt to relieve Ladysmith. 
Buller presses advance on Monte Christo Hill. 
Feb. 19. — Buller takes Hlangwane Hill. 
Feb. 20. — Boers under Cronje, having laagered near 

Paardeberg» are bombarded by Lord 
Roberts. 
Feb. 21. — Fifth Division crosses Tugda. 
Feb. 23. — Buller unsuccessfully attacks Railway Hill. 
Feb. 26. — Buller makes fresh passage of Tugda. 
Feb. 27. — Cronje Surrenders at Paardeberg. 

PiETERS Hill, the main Boer position between 
Ladysmith and the Tugela, carried by Hild- 
yard. 
Feb. 28. — Reuef of Ladysmtth. 

Clements occupies Colesberg. 
Mar. 5. — Gatacre occupies Stormberg. 

Brabant again defeats and pursues Boers. 
Overtures of peace made by Boer Presi- 
dents. 
Mar. 6. — ^Fidd Force arrives at Carnarvon to qudl rising 

in North-West. 
Mar. 7. — Lord Roberts routs a large force of Boers at 

Poplar Grove. 
Mar. lo.^ — Lord Roberts defeats Boers at Driefontein. 
Mar. II. — Overtures of peace rejected by Lord Salis- 
bury. 
Mar. 13. — Lord Roberts, without further fighting, takes 

possession of Bloemfontein. Boers retire 
oA Kroonstad. 
Mar. 27. — Death of General Joubert. 
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Mar. 31. — Broadwood attacked at Waterworks. During 

retirement R.H.A. and convoy entrapped at 
Koom Spruit. Six guns lost, 350 casualties. 

April 3. — Detachment of Royal Irish Rifles and Mounted 

Infantry surrounded near Reddersburg. 

April 7.— Colonel Dalgety isolated near Wepener. 

April 15. — Chermside leaves Reddersburg to relieve 

Wepener. 

April 25. — ^Dalgety relieved. Boers retreat northwards, 

under Botha. 

May 10. — ^Zand River crossed, Boers rapidly retreating 

before Lord Roberts's advance. 

May 12. — ^Lord Roberts enters Kroonstad without op- 
position, President Steyn having retired to 
Heilbron, which he proclaims his new 
capital. 
Attack on Mafeking repulsed, 108 Boer 
prisoners, including Commandant Elofi, 
taken. 

May 13. — ^Mahon with Mafeking Relief Column repulses 

attack at Koodoosrand. 

May 15. — Buller occupies Dundee and Glencoe, having 

driven the Boers from the Biggarsbeig. 
Plumer, reinforced by Canadians and Queens- 
landers frx>m Carrington's Division, joins 
hands with Mahon. 

May 17-18. — Relief of Mafeking. 

May 24. — Advance portion of Lord Roberts's force 

crosses the Vaal near Par}^. 

May 28. — ^Annexation of Orange Free State under 

name of Orange River Colony formally pro- 
claimed at Bloemfontein. 

Mayjj 30. — ^Flight of President Kruger from Pre- 
toria. 
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May 31. — British Flag Hoisted at Johannesburg. 

Surrender of 500 Yeomanry at Lindley. 
June 2-4. — ^Futile negotiations between Buller and Chris- 
tian Botha for armistice. 
June 5. — Occupation of Pretoria. 
June 8. — ^Hild}rard takes Botha's Pass. 

Surrender of 4th Derbyshires at Roodeval. 
June II. — Stubborn fight at Almond's Nek. Heavy Boer 

losses. 
June 12. — Boers evacuate Laing's Nek. 

Roberts defeats Botha at Diamond Hill, east 

of Pretoria. 
June 14. — Boer attack on Zand River repulsed. 
July 4. — ^Roberts and Buller join hands at Vlak- 

fontein. 
Railway to Natal clear. 
July II. — Surrender of Scots Grejrs and lincolns at 

Uitval Nek. 
July 21. — ^Advance eastwards towards Komati Poort 

b^;ins. 
July 30. — Surrender of Prinsloo and 3,000 Boers to 

Hunter in Brandwater basin. 
Aug. 16. — ^Elands River garrison relieved. 
Aug. 25. — ^Execution of Cordua for conspiracy to kidnap 

Lord Roberts. 
Aug. 26-7. — ^Fighting at Dalmanutha. 
Aug. 30. — British occupy Nooitgedacht and release 2,000 

prisoners. 
Sept. 6. — Buller occupies Lydenburg. 
Sept. II. — Kruger, flying from the Transvaal, takes 

refuge at Lorenzo Bfarques. 
Sept. 13. — ^Proclamation issued by Roberts calling oa 

burners to surrender. 
French occupies Barberton. 
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Sept. 25. — British Force occupies Komati Poort. Many 

Boers cross Portuguese frontier and surren- 
der to Portuguese. 

Oct. 9. — ^De Wet driven across the Vaal out of Orange 

River Colony. 

Oct. 19. — Kruger sails from Lorenzo Marques for Mar- 
seilles on Dutch man*of-war. 

Oct. 24. — BuUer sails from Capetown for England. 

Oct. 25. — Formal Annexation of South African 

Repubuc, to be styled Transvaal Colony. 



APPENDIX IV 



THE NAVY AND THE WAR. 

A R6sum6 of Officers and Men mentioned in 
Despatches for the Operations in Natal. 

Extract from ^^ Natal Advertiser ^ 

General Sir Redvers Buller, in his despatches which 
have just been pubUshed with reference to the operations 
in Natal, calls attention to a number of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and men whose services deserve 
"special mention." He gives thanks to Sir W. Hdy- 
Hutchinson, the Governor of Natal ; to Colonel the Hon. 
A. H. Hime, Prime Minister, and all the members of the 
Government of the colony. Rear-Admiral Sir R. H. 
Harris, K.C.M.G., had also been most helpful. Then 
foUows the list of men " especially worthy of considera- 
tion " :— 

Captain Percy Scott, C.B., H.M.S. Terrible, has dis- 
charged the difficult duties of Commandant of Durban 
with the greatest tact and ability, and has been most 
helpful in every way. 

Captain E. P. Jones, H.M.S. Forfe, as senior officer of 
the Naval Brigade, has earned my most heartfelt thanks. 
The assistance they have rendered to me has been invalu- 
able ; the spirit of their leader was reflected in the men, and 
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at any time, day or night, they were always ready, and 
their work was excellent. 

Commander A. H. Limpus and Lieutenant F. C. A. 
Qgilvy, H.M.S. Terrible^ and Lieutenant H. W. James, 
H.M.S. Tartar. These three Officers were indefatigable. 
There never was a moment in the day that they were 
not working hard and well to advance the work in hand. 

The names of the following officers, warrant officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and men of the Naval Brigade, 
Sir Redvers Buller adds, have been brought to his notice 
for gallant or meritorious services by general officers and 
officers commanding units : — 

OFFICERS — NAVAL BRIGADE. 

Lieutenant C. P. Hunt, H.M.S. Forte. 
Lieutenant C. R. N. Bume, H.M.S. Philomel. 
Stafi-Surgeon F, J. Lilly, H.M.S. Forte. 
Siu'geon C. C. Macmillan, H.M.S. TerriVle. 
Surgeon E. C. Lomas, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Acting-Gunner J. Wright, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Midshipman R. B. Hutchinson, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Midshipman H. S. Boldero, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Midshipman G. L. Hodson, H.M.S. TerriUe. 
Clerk W. T. Hollin, H.M.S. Philomel. 

WARRANT, NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS, AND BfEN. 

Chief Petty Officer T. Baldwin, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Chief Petty Officer W. Bate, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Chief Petty Officer B. Stephens, H.M.S. Terrible. 
First -Class Petty Officer P. Cashman, H.M.S. 

Philomel. 
Second-Qass Petty Officer C. Challoner, H.M.S. 

Terrible. 
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Second-Class Petty Officer J. J. Frennett, H.M.S. 

Philomel. 
Master-at-Arms G. Crowe, H.M.S. Terrible. 
Annourer Ellis, H.M.S. Terrible. 
F. Moore, A.B., H.M.S. Forte. 

THE NAVAL BRIGADE. 

General Sir Redvers Buller, in a despatch dated Laing's 
Nek, June 19th, 1900, sa)^ : '^ I desire to bring to notice 
the following officer : — 

" Captain E. P. Jones, R.N., Naval Brigade. 

*^ It was due to the energy and perseverance of the 
officers and men alike, following the excellent example 
set them by their Commander, Captain Jones, that it was 
possible to place the Naval guns in position on the 8th, 
and get them forward subsequently in time to accompany 
the advance on the loth. The excellent marksmanship 
of the Naval Brigade, and the skilful distribution of their 
fire, contributed materially to the successful result of the 
attack on AUemann's Nek on June nth." 

The following names are mentioned by Commanders 
as having performed good services, in addition to those 
previously mentioned : — 

Lieutenant G. P. Hunt, H.M.S. Forte. 
Lieutenant F. W. Mdvill, H.M.S. Forte. 
Lieutenant C. R. N. Bume, H.M.S. Philomel. 
Lieutenant A. Halsey, H.M.S. Philomel. 
Midshipman W. R. Ledgard, H.M.S. Philomel. 
John Restal, chief armourer, H.M.S. Tartar. 
Alexander Monro, C.P.O., H.M.S. Tartar. 
J. Weatherhead, P.O., H.M.S. Philomel. 
E. Waring, yeoman of signals. 
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Referring to the work at the base and on the lines of 
communication, General Buller, in the despatch dated 
ss. Dunvegan CasUe^ November 9th, says : — 

'*The Naval transport work at Durban has been 
throughout under the charge of Captain Van Koughnet, 
R.N. I desire to take this opportunity of bringing to 
notice the excellent service which he has rendered. 
Owing to his tact and ability, the difficult and ofttimes 
very heavy work of embarkations and disembarkations 
has passed smoothly and well. 

** Commander G. E. Holland, D.S.O., Indian Bfarine, 
has also been employed at Durban throughout. His 
genius for organisation, and his knowledge of transport 
requirements, is, I should say, unrivalled. He undertook 
the alteration of the transports which were fitted at 
Durban as hospital ships, and the result of his work has 
been universally admitted to have been a conspicuous 
success. I strongly recommend him to your considera- 
tion. 

"Warrant Officer Carpenter S. J. Lacey, R.N., has 
rendered valuable service in supervising the fitting of 
hospital ships and in transport work generally. I recom- 
mend him to your favourable notice. 

" The following officers acted as my aides-de-camp, and 
I submit their names for your favourable consideration. 
Each and all of them are thoroughly capable and deserving 
officers, and rendered me great assistance : — 

Commander Edgar Lees, Royal Navy (and others). 
Lieutenant A. Halsey, R.N., H.M.S. Philamd, com- 
manded the last detachment of the Naval Brigade which 
was left with the Natal Field Force, and, like all the rest 
of the Brigade, their services were most valuable.** 
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ESSEX HOUSE PRESS PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr. Edward Arnold has much pleasure in calling attention to the 
fact that almost without exception these interesting books have all been 
bought up and become out of print before publicatioui while one or two 
that have found their way into the sale-rooms have commanded a high 
premium. 

These books are printed at Essex House, on the presses used by die 
late Mr. William Morris at the Kelmscott Press, which were purchased 
by the Guild of Handicraft. Members of Mr. Morris's staff are also 
retained at the Essex House Press, and it is the hope of the Gufld of 
Handicraft by this means to continue in some measure the traditioD of 
good printing and fine workmanship which William Morris revived. 

Subscribers to the complete series of Essex House Publications are 
given priority for any new book issued, and the number of subscribers 
is constantly increasing. 

Among the volumes expected to be published during the coming 
season are the following : 

Spenser's Epithalamion. The fourth book in the Vellum Series. 
It contains a Frontispiece by Mr. Reginald Savagb, coloured by hand, and is 
iUuminated throughout with initials in gold and blue. 150 copies. £2 2s. 

Amerlean Sheaves and Ensriish Seed Com. Being a Series of 

Essays and Addresses on behalf of the National Trust for Places of Historic 
Interest and Natural fieauty. By C. R. Ashbbb. Limited to 300 copies. 
Price 30s. net Also a cheaper edition, price 3s. 6d. 

The Psalms of David : in the Version of the Angrlican Prayer 

Book, but according to the Original Orthography and Arrange- 
ment of the Cranmer Bible. Printed in the new Essex House typCi with 
specially designed bloomers and ornaments, and bound in green yellnm. Limited 
editions of 10 copies on vellum at ;f 16 16s. net (all sold), and 250 copies at 
£4 4s. net (very few left). 

The Doings of Death. A Folio Volume of Large Woodcuts. By 
William Strang. The sice of the woodcuts, exclusive of mar^, is about 
12 inches square. They will be printed in two colours on paper with the Eisex 
House watermark. To be issued loose in portfolio or bound in brown papa 
wrapper. Limited to 140 copies. Price £0 6s. each. After these are palled, 
the Dlocks wiU be destroyed. Nearly all are subscribed for. 

The Old Palace of Bromley. By Ernest Gqdman. With an 

Introduction by C R. Ashbbb, and fifty illustrations of the architectural work, 
ceilings, friezes, wood and stone work of the Old Palace. 

Issued by arrangement with the Committee for the Survey of the Memorials <» 
Greater London. Limited to 350 copies, of which 200 are for the use of the 
Committee, leaving 150 for sale. Price 21s. net. 

InUnding subscribers and persons who desire to receive announcements of the forik 
coming publications are recommended to enter their names as soon as possible. 



ESSEX HOUSE PRESS PUBLICATIONS. 

2^ Publications already issued are: 

I. Benvenuto Cellini's Treatises on HetalWork and Sculpture. 

By C. R. AsHBBB. 600 copies. A few still left. Price 358. net. 

2. The Hymn of Bardaisan, the first Christian Poem, rendered into 

English verse from the original Syriac, by F. Crawford Burkitt, of Trinity 
CoU^e, Cambridge. 250 copies. [Out of print, 

3. Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Edited from the earlier editions 

by JANBT E. AsHBEB, with a frontispiece by Rsginald Savage. Vellnm 
cover. 750 copies. Price 30s. net. 

4- The Chureh of Saint Mary Stratford atte Bow. 250 copies. 

[Out of print. 

5. Shelley's Adonals. Vellum series. 50 copies. [Out of print, 

6. Shakespeare's Poems. 450 copies. [Out of print. 

7* The Eve of St. Agnes. By John Keats. Vellum series. 

125 copies. Price ;f 2 2s. net. [Out of print. 

8. The Courtyer of Count Baldesar Castilio, divided into Foure 

Bookes. Done into Englyshe by Thomas Hoby. 200 copies. [Out of print. 

9- Gray's Elegy written in a Country Churchyard. The 

third of the VeUum Series. 125 copies. [Out of print, 

I o. Walt Whitman's Hymn on the Death of Lincoln. 1 25 copies. 

[Out of print. 

11. An Endeavour towards the Teaching of John Ruskin 

and William Hon^ Being an account of the Work and Aims of the 
Gnild of Handicraft By C R. Ashbbb. 250 copies. This is the first book 
in the new Esmx House type. [OtU of print. 

12. John Woolman's Journal. 250 copies. [Out of print. 

13. Erasmus' Praise of Folly. 250 copies. £z 3s. [Very few. 
14* Penn's Fruits of Solitude. 250 copies. [Out of print 



These volumes are published on behalf of the Essex House Press by 
Mr. Edward Arnold, and can be ordered either from him or from any 
Bookseller, 
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KING EDWARD THE SEVENTH'S 

PRAYER-BOOK. 

This will be a sumptuous edition of the Book of Common Prayer, 
which, by gracious permission of His Majesty, will be entitled * King 
Edward the Seventh's Prayer-Book.' 

The new Prayer-Book will be hand printed at the Essex House Press, 
and whilst conforming to the Authorized Version will rank, as a piece 
of typography, with the Great Prayer-Book of Edward VI. It is to be 
in new type designed by Mr. C. R. Ashbee, with about one hundred 
and fifty woodcuts, and is to be printed in red and black on Batchelor 
hand-made paper. There will also probably be a specisd binding of 
green vellum with a gold block design and clasps. The preparation of 
the work is expected to occupy about eighteen months. 

The Prayer-Book will be published by his Majest/s printers, Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, acting under the Royal Letters Patent, who will 
superintend the work of the Essex House Press. 

Exceptional circumstances connected with the Book of Common 
Prayer render it essential that this work, in order to be of historic value, 
shall be issued with the imprint of the King's printers; but Mr. 
Edward Arnold has arranged to secure for subscribers to the Essex 
House Press publications the first offer of copies, and orders should be 
sent in before October 31, 1901, after which date such priority cannot 
be guaranteed 

The edition will be strictly limited to a total of four hundred copies 
for England and America, at a price of Twelve Guineas (j£i2 i2s.^ net, 
and there will also be five copies on vellum at Forty Pounds (jCa^j net. 



ARNOLD TOYNBEE. 

B Vemfntecence* 

By LORD MILNER, G.C.B. 
A New Edition. Crown Svo.^ clothy 25. 6d. 

This little book has been out of print for some years, and has been re- 
issued in the belief that there still are many who would like to possess it, 
but have been unable to obtain copies. 

' An admimble sketch, at once sympathetic and discriminating, of a veiy remaikable 
personality. It is a masterly analysis of a commanding personal mfluence, and a social 
force of rare potency and ma,'— Times. 

* An exquisite appreciation. '^jDai^ CkronuU, 
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YALE BICENTENNIAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Dedicated to thb Graduates of Yale University. 

Mr. Edward Arnold has pleasure in announcing the issue of an 
important series of scientific works in connection with Messrs. Charles 
Scribner's Sons, of New York. 

With the approval of the President and Fellows of Yale University, the 
series has been prepared by a number of the Professors and Instructors, 
to be issued in connection with the Bicentennial Anniversary, as a partial 
indication of the studies in which the University teachers are engaged. 
The list of volumes includes some of a special and technical nature^ 
others of a more general character. Social Science, History, Literatiure, 
Philology, Mathematics, Physical and Mechanical Science are aU repre- 
sented, the object being to illustrate the special function of the University 
in the discovery and orderly arrangement of knowledge. 

Several of the volumes are now ready, and it is hoped that nearly all 
will be published before the Bicentennial celebration in October. 



The Education of the American Citizen. By Arthur Twining 

Hadlby, LL.D., President. 6s. 6d. net. 

SocietolOgy. A Text-Book of the Science of Society. By William 

G. SuMN£R, LL.D., Professor of Political and Social Science. 12s. 6d. net. 

Two Centuries' Growth of American Law, 1 701-1901 • By 

Members of the Law Faculty, i/s. net. 

The Confederate States of America, 1861-1865. A Financial 

and Industrial History of the South during the Civil War. By John Christopher 
Schwab, Ph.D., Professor of Political Economy. Svo. los. 6d. net. 

Essays in Historical Criticism. The Legend of Marcus Whitman^ 

The Authorship of the Federalist ; Prince Henry, the Navigator ; The Demarca- 
tion Line of Pope Alexander VI., etc. By Edward Gaylord Bournb, Ph.D.» 
Professor of History. 8s. 6d. net. 

India, Old and New. By Edward Washburn Hopkins, Ph.D.^ 

Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philology. los. 6d. net. 

The Great Epic of India. Its Character and Origin. By Edward 
Washburn Hopkins, Ph.D. Svo. 17s. net. 

Life in Greece in the Homeric Age. By Thomas D. Seymour,. 

LL.D., Professor of Greek. 

Plutarch's Themistocles and Aristides. Newly translated, with 

Introdactions and Notes. By B. Pbrrin, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of Greek, 
los. 6d. net 

Historical and Critical Contributions to Biblical Science. 

By Members of the Biblical and Semitic Faculty. los. 6d. net. 

a — 2 
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YALE BICENTENNIAL PUBLICATIONS-^x^'ffMA^ 
Biblical Quotations in Old Engrlish Prase Writers. By Albert 

S. Cook, PIlD., L.H.D., Professor of English. 17s. neL 

Shakesperean Wars. I. Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist By 
Thomas R. Lounsburt, LL.D., L.H.D., Professor of English. 12s. 6d. net. 

The GaUego-Castilian Court Lyries of the 14th and 15th 

Centuries. By Henry K. Lang, Ph.D., Professor of Romance Philology. 
106. 6d. net. 

Chapters on Greek Metric. By Thomas Dwight Goodell, 

HlD., Professor of Greek. 8vo. 8s. 6d. net 

On Principles and Methods in Syntax, with special reference to 

Latin. By £. P. Morris, M.A., Professor oi Latin. 8s. 6d. net. 

The Conjunction Quod in Republican Latin. A Contribation 

to Latin Syntax and Semasiology. By J. W. D. Ingkrsoll, HlD., Assistant 
Professor of Latin. 

Five Ungruistic Lectures Introductory to the Sdentifle Study 

of Language. By Hanns Orrtbl, Ph.D., Professor of Lingoistics and 
Comparative Philology. 12s. 6d. neL 

The Elements of Experimental Phonetics. By Edward w. 

Scripture. Ph.D., Assbtant Professor of Experimental Psychology. 21s. net. 

Elementary Principles in Statistical Mechanics, developed 

with especial reference to the rational foundation of Thermodynamics. ^ J. 
WiLLARD GiBBS, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of Mathematical Physics. ios.6d. net. 

A Short Treatise on Vector Analysis. Founded upon Lectures 

by Professor J. WiLLARO GiBBS. Edited, with copious examples, hy Edwin 
BiDWSLL Wilson,- B.A., Instructor in Mathematics. 17s. net. 

Light. By Charles S. Hastings, Ph.D., Professor of Physics. 8va 

88. 6d. net. 
The Mechanics of Engineering*. Vol. I., Kinematics, Statics, and 

Kinetics. By A J. DuBois, C.E., Ph.D., Professor of Civil Engineering. 

Studies in Evolution. Being mainly Reprints of Occasional Papers 
selected from the Publications of the Laboratory of Invertebrate Paleontology, 
Peabody Mnsenm. By Charles Emerson Bebcher, Ph.D., Professor of 
Historical Geology. 8va 21s. net. 

Contributions to Mineralogy and Petrography from the 
Laboratories of the Sbeffleid Scientifle SchooL Edited by s. L. 

Pbnfield, M. a, Professor of Mineralogy, and L. V. PiRSSON, Ph.B., Professor 
of Physical Geology. 8vo. 17s.net. 

Studies in Physiological Chemisti^. Edited by Russell H. 

Chittenden, Ph.D., Professor of Physiological Chemistry. 17s. net 

Research Papers from the Kent Chemical Laboratory. Edited 

by Frank Austin Gooch, Ph.D., Professor of Chemistry. 2 vols. 8vo. 
32s. net. 

Studies fr>om the Chemical Laboratory of the Sheffield 

SeientifiC ScbOOL Edited by Horace L. Wells, M.A., Professor of 

Analytical Chemistry and Metallurgy. 2 vols. 32s. net 
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BIOGRAPHY AND REMINISCENCES. 

Adderl^. FRANCIS: the Little Poor Man of Assisi. By James 
Addsrlby. Second Edition. With Portrait Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Adderley. MONSIEUR VINCENT : a Short Life of St. Vincent de 
Paul. By Jambs Addbrley, Aathor of ' Stephen Remarx,' etc. With Portrait, 
38. 6d. 

AlAZBBdar. RECOLLECTIONS OF A HIGHLAND SUBALTERN 
during the Campaigns of the 93rd Highlanders in India, under Colin Campbell, 
Lord Clyde, in 1857-1859. By Lieutenant-Colonel W. GORDON Albxandbr. 
Illustrations and Maps. Demy Svo., doth, i6s« 

Arnold. PASSAGES IN A WANDERING LIFE. By Thomas 
Arnold, M.A Demy 8vo., with Portrait, 12s. 6d. 

Bagot LINKS WITH THE PAST. By Mrs. Charles Bagot. (See 
P^es.) 

Boyle. THE RECOLLECTIONS OF THE DEAN OF SALISBURY. 
By the Very Rev. G. D. Boylb, Dean of Salisbury. With Photogravure Portrait. 
Second Edition. One voL, demy 8vo., doth, ids. 

COoilgli. A MEMOIR OF ANNE J. CLOUGH, Prindpal of Newnham 
College, Cambridge. By her Niece, Blanchb A Cix>ugh. With Portraits. 
8vo., 12s. 6d. 

Do Vera. RECOLLECTIONS OF AUBREY DE VERE. Third Edition, 
with Portrait Demy 8vo., 16s. 

Fenton. THE JOURNAL OF MRS. FENTON IN INDIA AND 
THE COLONIES, 1826-1830. 8vo., 8s. 6d. net 

Haze. MARIA EDGEWORTH: her Life and Letters. Edited by 
Augustus J. C. Harb, Author of * The Story of Two Noble Lives,' etc. With 
Portraits. Two vols., crown 8vo., 168. net. 

Harney. HUBERT HERVEY, STUDENT AND IMPERIALIST. 
By the Right Hon. Earl Grby. Demy 8vo., Illustrated, 7s. 6d. 

Hola THE MEMORIES OF DEAN HOLE. By the Very Rev. S. 
Rbynolds Holb, Dean of Rochester. With Illustrations from Sketches by 
Leech and Thackeray. Popular Edition. Crown 8va, 6s. 

Hdai MORE MEMORIES : Being Thoughts about England spoken in 
America. By Dean Holb. With Frontispiece. Demy Svo, 168. 

Hole. A LITTLE TOUR IN AMERICA. By Dean HOLE. Illustrated. 
Demy 8va, 16s. 

maa A LITTLE TOUR IN IRELAND. By * Oxonian' (Dean Hole). 
Illustrated by John Lbbch. Large crown 8va, 60. 

Holmefl. PICTURES AND PROBLEMS FROM LONDON POLICE 
COURTS. (See p. 2.) 

HoUaad. LETTERS OF MARY SIBYLLA HOLLAND. Selected and 
edited by her Son, Bbrnard Holland. Second Edition. Crown 8vo., 
7s. 6d. net 



Jowvtt BENJAMIN JOWETT, MASTER OF BALLIOL. APeracmal 
Memoir. Bj the Hon. L. A. Tollimachx. Fourth Edition, with portnit. 
Qotht 3s.6d. 

Like. MEMORIALS OF THE VERY REV. W. C LAKE, D.D., 
Demn of Durham. (See page 4.) 

La FkniL SEVENTY YEARS OF IRISH LIFE. By the late W. R. 
Lb Fanu. Popular Edition. Crown 8vow, 60. 

Kacanlay. THE LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF ZACHARY 
MACAULAY. By Viscountess Knutsfo&d. With Portrait Demy Svo., 16s. 

Macdonald. THE MEMOIRS OF THE LATE SIR JOHN A. 
MACDONALD, G.CB., First Prime Minister of Canada. Edited by Joseph 
Pops, his Private Secretaiy. With Portraits. Two vols., demy 8vo., 32s. 

MwKm. HUGH OF LINCOLN. By Charles Marson, Vicar of 
Hambridge, Taunton. Elegantly bound, with Portrait. Cloth, 5s. 6d. 

MeriTftle. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF DEAN MERIVALE. With 
Selections from his Correspondence. With Portrait, demy 8vo., 16s. 

Milxier. ARNOLD TOYN BEE. (See page la) 

Korley. THE LIFE OF HENRY MORLEY. LL.D., Professor of 
English Literature at University CoU^e, London. By the Rer. H. S. 
Solly, M.A With two Portraits. 8vo., 12s. 6d. 

Mott. A MINGLED YARN. The Autobiography of Edward Spencer 
MOTT (Nathan I BL Gubbins). Author of ' CiUces and Ale,' etc. Large ciown 
8¥o.y I2S. 6d. 

Padey. A MEMOIR OF ADMIRAL SIR T. S. PASLEY, Bart. By 
Louisa M. S. Paslky. With Frontispiece. Demy 8vo., cloth 14s. 

HfOU. PHASES OF MY LIFE. By the Very Rev. Francis Pigou, 
Dean of Bristol. Sixth Edition. With Portrait Crown Sva, 6s. 

Bochefort THE ADVENTURES OF MY LIFE. By Henri Roche- 
fort. Second Edition. Two vols., large crown 8vo., 35s. 

Boelmek. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND LETTERS of the Right 
Hon. JOHN ARTHUR ROEBUCK, Q.C» M.P. Edited by Robert Eadon 
Leader. With two Portraits. Demy 8vo., 166. 

SteveiiBOii. ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. By Walter Raleigh, 
Professor of English Literature in the University of Glasgow. Second Edition* 
Crown 8vo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

ToUemacho. TALKS WITH MR. GLADSTONE. By the Hon. U A. 
ToiXEiiACHB. With a Portrait of Mr. Gladstone. Large crown Svo., 6s. 

Twining. RECOLLECTIONS OF LIFE AND WORK. Being the 
Atttobioffraphy of Louisa Twining. One vol., 8vo., cloth, 15s. 
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THEOLOGY. 

HeiiBon. CROSS-BENCH VIEWS OF CHURCH QUESTIONS. 
(See p. I.) 

Hola FAITH WHICH WORKETH BY LOVE. A Sermon preached 
after the funeral of the late Duchesi of Tedc Vellain, is. net 

Holland. ESSENTIALS IN RELIGION. Sermons preached in 
Canterbory Cathedral. By Canon F. J. Holland. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Onyx. A REPORTED CHANGE IN RELIGION. By Onyx. Crown 
8Ta»3s. 6d. 



HISTORY. 

Belloc. PARIS : A History of the City from the Earliest Times to the 
Present Day. By Hilairb Bklloc, Author of ' Danton,' etc. One vol., Urge 
crown 8vo., with Maps, 7s. 6d. 

Benson and Tatham. MEN OF MIGHT. Studies of Great Characters. 
By A. C. Brnson, M.A, and H. F. W. Tatham, If. A, Assistant Masters at 
Eton College. Third Edition. Crown 8vo., doth, 3s. 6d. 

Cook. RIGHTS AND WRONGS OF THE TRANSVAAL WAR. 
(See page 2.) 

Fiflher. FINLAND AND THE TSARS. By Joseph R. Fisher, B.A. 
With Supplementary Chapters on the Events of 190a Demy 8vo., 12s. 6d. 

Frederiksen. FINLAND: Its Public and Private Economy. (See page 2.) 

Qardnsr. FRIENDS OF THE OLDEN TIME. By Alice Gardner, 

Lecturer in History at Newnham College, Cambridge. Third Edition. lUus- 
trated,as. 6d. 

Qardner. ROME : THE MIDDLE OF THE WORLD. By Alice 

Gardner. Second Edition. Illustrated, 3s. 6d. 

Holland. IMPERIUM ET LIBERTAS. (See page 4O 

Milner. ENGLAND IN EGYPT. By Lord Milner of St. James and 
Capetown, High Commissioner for South Africa. With an additional chapter by 
Clinton Dawkins. Tenth edition. Revised, with Maps. 66. 

OdysseoB. TURKEY IN EUROPE. By Odysseus. With Maps, ivol., 

demy 8vo., 16s. 

Oman. A HISTORY OF ENGLAND. By CHARLES Oman, Deputy 
Professor (Chichele) of Modem History in the University of Oxford ; Fellow of 
All Souls' CoUtte, and Lecturer in History at New CoUtte, Oxford ; Author of 
' Warwick the Kjngmaker,' 'A History of Greece,' etc Crown 8va, cloth, 5s. 

Also in two parts, 38. each. Part L, to a.d. 1603 ; Part II., from 1603 to present 
time. And m three Divisions : Div. I., to 1307, as. ; Div. II., 1307-1688, as. ; 
Div. III., 1688 to present time, as. 6d. 
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Oman. ENGLAND IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. By 
Charles Oman, i toL, crown Svo., doth, 31. 6d. 

Onua. SEVEN ROMAN STATESMEN. (See page 3.) 

Pziee. A SHORT HISTORY OF BRITISH COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY. By L. L. P&ICB, M.A., FeUow of Oriel CoU^e, Oxford. 
Crown 8?o., clotb« 31. 6d. 

n^m^^^ THE BATTLES OF FREDERICK THE GREAT. Extracted 
from Carlyle's ' History of Frederick the Great,' ud edited by the Ute Cyul 
Ransoms, M.A^ FrofesMr of History at the Yorkshire CoUege, Leeds. With 
nmneroas Ultistrations by Adolph Mbnzbl. Square 8to., 3s. 6d. 

BendeL NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : Its Municipal Origin and Growth. 
By the Hon. Dapbnb Rbndbl. lUnstrated. Crowo Sto., 3s. 6d. 



LITERATURE AND CRITICISM. 

BoIL KLEINES HAUSTHEATER. Fifteen LitUe Plays in Gennan for 
Children. By Mrs. HuoR Bbll. Crown 8va, doth, 2s. 

Bntlar. SELECT ESSAYS OF SAINTE BEUVE. Chiefly bearing on 
English Literature. Translated by A. T. Butlbr, Translator of * The Memoiri 
of Baron Biarbot.' One toL, 8Ta, cloth» 3s. 6d« 

Oollingwood. THORSTEIN OF THE MERE : a Saga of the Northmen 
in Lakeland. By W. G. Collingwood, Author of ' Life of John Raskin,' etc. 
With Illustrations. Price los. 6d. 

BUacombe. THE PLANT-LORE AND GARDEN-CRAFT OF 
SHAKESPEARE. By Hbnrt N. Ellacombk, M.A., Vicar of Bittoo. 
Illustrated by Major E b. Rickbtts. Large crown 8vo.| los. 6d. 

Baaez Honae Preaa Pnblieations. (See page 8.) 

Flonillg. THE ART OF READING AND SPEAKING. By the 
Rev. Canon Flbming, Vicar of St Michael's, Chester Square. Fifth EdilioB. 
CloOi, 3s. 6d. 

Oofehon. THE CULTIVATION AND USE OF IMAGINATION. 
By the Right Hon. Gbo&gb Joachim Goschxn. Crown 8va, cloth* sa. 6d. 

EairiflOlL STUDIES IN EARLY VICTORIAN LITERATURE. By 
Frbdbric HAmusoN, M. A., Author of ' The Choice of Books,' etc. New and 
Cheaper Edition. Large crown Svo., doth, 3s. 6d. 

Hughes. DICKENS AS AN EDUCATOR. By J. L. HUGHBS, Inspector 
of Schools, Toronto ; Author of ' Froebel's Educational Laws.' Crown 8to., 
cloth, 6s. 

KqIuui. the treatment of nature in DANTE'S « DIVINA 
COMMEDIA' By L. Oscar Kurns, Professor in Wesleyan Umvenity, 
Middleton, U.S. A. Crown 8vo., cloth, 5s. 
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Luif. LAMB'S ADVENTURES OF ULYSSES. With an Introduction 
I17 Amdrsw LANa Sqnaie 8yo., doth, is. 6d. Also the Priie Edition^ gilt 

Maud. WAGNER'S HEROES. By Constance Maxtd. lUustnted by 
H. Granville Full. Third Edition, crown 8vo., 5s. 

Maud. WAGNER'S HEROINES. By Constance Maxtd. Illustrated 

by W. T. Maud. Second Edition. Crown 8to., 5s. 

Nicklin. PRIMER OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. (See page 3.) 

Baleigh. STYLE. By Walter Raleigh, Professor of English Literature 
in the University of Glasgow. Fourth Edition, crown Sva, 5s. 

T^^Mgf^ MILTON. By Walter Raleigh, Professor of English Litera- 
ture in the University of Glasgow ; Author of * The English Novel.' Crown 8vo., 
doth, 6s. 

Quiller-Ooudi. HISTORICAL TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE. By 
A. T. Quillbr-Couch ('Q'). Author of 'The Ship of Stars,' etc. Grown 
8vo., 6s. 

BeynoldB. STUDIES ON MANY SUBJECTS. By the Rev. S. H. 
Reynolds. One voL, demy 8vo., los. 6d. 

Rodd. THE CUSTOMS AND LORE OF MODERN GREECE. 
By Sir Rknnbl Rodd, K.C.M.G. With seven full-page Illnstrations. 8vo., 
doth, 8s. 6d. 

POETRY. 

Collins. A TREASURY OF MINOR BRITISH POETRY. Selected 
and arranged, with Notes, by J. Chu&ton Coluns, MA. Handsomely bound, 
crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

Orabbe. POEMS OF GEORGE CRABBE. Selected and Edited by 
Bernard Holland, M.A. With six Photogravure Ulustiations. Crown 
8vo., 68. 

Glencaim, B. J. POEMS AND SONGS OF DEGREES. By ROBERT J. 
Glbncairn. Crown 8vo., 5s. net. 

HoUaad. VERSES. By Maud Holland (Maud Walpole). Crown 
8vo., 38. 6d. 

Bodd. FEDA, AND OTHER POEMS, CHIEFLY LYRICAL. By Sir 
Rbnnell Rodd, K. C. M. G. With etched Frontispiece. Crown 8yo. , doth, 6s. 

BY THB SAMB AUTHOR. 

THE UNKNOWN MADONNA, AND OTHER POEMS. With Frontis- 
piece by Richmond. Crown 8vo., cloth, 58. 

THE VIOLET CROWN, AND SONGS OF ENGLAND. With Photo- 
gravnre Frontispiece. Crown 8vo., doth, 5s. 

BALLADS OF THE FLEET. New and Cheaper Edition, with Ad- 
ditional Poems. Crown 8va, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
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FICTION. 

AiNnit TRENTE ET QUARANTE. Translated by Lord Nkwtom. 
Crown 8¥0.« ji. 6d« 

* Adalet.' HADJIRA : A Turkish Love Story. By * Adalbt.' Qoth, 6s. 

Addarle^. STEPHEN REMARX. The Story of a Venture in Ethics. 
By the Hon. and Rev. Jamxs Addb&lbt, fonneily Head of the Oxfoid House 
and Christ Church Mission, Bethoal Green. Twen^-seoond Thousand. Small 
Sva, elegantly bonnd, 3s. 6d. 

Adderley. PAUL MERCER. A Tale of Repentance among Millions. 
By the Hon. and Rev. Jambs Addb&lbt. Third Edition. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Bacot CASTING OF NETS. By Richard Bagot. Eighth Impres- 
sion. 6s. 

BelL THE ARBITER. (See page 7.) 

Browne. THE BETTALEY JEWELS. (See page 7) 

Bmiaan. A WINTER IN BERLIN. By Maris von Bunsen. 
TransUted hy A. F. D. Second Edition. Crown 8va, 5s. 

Bunesida THE DELUSION OF DIANA By Margaret Burnesidb. 

Second Edition, crown 8vo., 6s. 

Oharletoii. NETHERDYKE. By R. J. Charlbton. Crown 8va, 6s. 

Oberhalies. THE TUTOR'S SECRET. (Le Secret da Pr^cepteor.) 
Translated from the French of Victor Chb&bulibz. Crown 8vo., cloth, 6s. 

Ohester. A PLAIN WOMAN'S PART. By Norlsy Chester. 

Crown 8vo., 66. 

Qholmondeley. RED POTTAGE. By Mary Cholmondeley, Author of 
' Diana Tempest,' etc Thirteenth Impression. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

COark BnaaeU. ROSE ISLAND. By W. Clark Russell, Author of 

* The Wreck of the Grosvmor^ etc. 6s. 

donston. THE DUKE. By J. Storer Clouston, Author of 'The 
Lunatic at Lai^.' 6s. 

Oolaridge. THE KING WITH TWO FACES. By M. E. Coleridge. 

Eighth Impression, crown 8va, 6s. 

Coleridge. THE FIERY DAWN. (See page 7.) 

OoUingwood. THE BONDWOMAN. A Story of the Northmen in 
Lakeland. By W. G. Collingwood, Author of ' Thorrtein of the Mere^' * The 
Life and Work of John Raskin,' etc Cloth, i6mo., 3s. 6d. 

Dimmore. ORMISDAL. A Novel. BytheEARLOFDUNMORE,F.R.G.S., 
Author of * The Pamirs.' One voL, crown 8va, doth, 6s. 

EdWBidt. THE MERMAID OF INISH-UIG. By R. W. K. Edwards. 
Crown 8va, 3s. 6d. 

lUkner. MOONFLEET. By J. Meadb Falkner. Third Impression, 
crown 8vo., 6s. 
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Ford. ON TH£ THRESHOLD. By Isabella O. Ford, Author of 

' Miss Blake of Monksbalton.' One voL, crown Sva, 3s. 6d. 
Pord. MR. ELLIOTT. (See page 7.) 

Oannt. DAVE'S SWEETHEART. By Mary Gaunt. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 
Hall. FISH TAILS AND SOME TRUE ONES. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
Hanison. THE FOREST OF BOURG-MARIE. By S. Frances 

Haksison (Seraous). Crown Svo., 68. 

Hickmaa. HALF MY LIFE. (See page 7.) 

Hutchinson. THAT FIDDLER FELLOW. A Tale of St. Andrews. By 
H. G. Hutchinson, Author of ' My Wife's Politics.' Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Knntsford. THE MYSTERY OF THE RUE SOLY. Translated by 
Lady Knutsford from the French of H. db Balzac Cloth, 3s. 6d. 

LigfttAiin. THE FALSE CHEVALIER. By W. D. LiGHTHALL. 
Crown Syo., 6b. 

McNnlly. MISTHER O'RYAN. An Incident in the History of a Nation. 
By Edwakd McNultv. Small 8vo., elegantly bound, 3s. 6d. 

McNulty. SON OF A PEASANT. By Edward McNulty. Cloth, 6s, 

Montr^or. WORTH WHILE. Bv F. F. MontrAsor, Author of * Into 
the Highways and Hedges.' Crown 8yo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Oxenden. A REPUTATION FOR A SONG. By Maitd Oxsnden. 
Crown 8vo., 63. 

Oxenden, INTERLUDES. By Maud Oxenden. Crown 8vo., 6s. 

Pickering. VERITY. By Sidney Pickering. 6s. 

Pinsent. JOB HILDRED. By Ellen F. Pinsent, Author of * Jenny's 
Case.' One vol., crown Svo., 3s. 6d. 

Podmore. A CYNIC'S CONSCIENCE. By C. T. Podmorb. Crown 
8vo., 6s. 

Radford. JENNY OF THE VILLA. By Mrs. H. C. Radford. 6s. 

Boberts. LORD LINLITHGOW. By Morley Roberts. Second 
Impression. 6s. 

Roberts. THE COLOSSUS. By Morley Roberts, Author of ' A Son 

of Empire.' Third Impression. Crown 8vo., 68. 

Seton. TWO BABES IN THE CITY. (See page 7.) 

Sldgwick. CYNTHIA'S WAY. (See page 7.) 

BpilUMr. A RELUCTANT EVANGELIST, and other Stories. By 
Alice Spinnsk, Author of * Ludlla,' ' A Study in Colour,' etc. Crown 8vo., 66. 

Wallace. LOTUS OR LAUREL ? By Helen Wallace (Gordon Roy). 
Crown 8vo., 6s. 

WUliamB. THE BAYONET THAT CAME HOME. By N. Wynne 
Williams. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

WilBon. T' BACCA QUEEN. (See page 7.) 
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TRAVEL AND SPORT. 

Bacot SHADOWS OF THE WAR. By Dosia Bagot. With lUastra- 
Uonf from Photographs by the Author. Second Edition. Demy Sto., ios. 6d. 

BelL TANGWEERA: Life among Gentle Savages on the Mosquito Coast 
of Central America. By C N. Bbll. With nomerons Dlostrations by the AQthar. 
Demy 8ya, i6b. 

B^ynon. WITH KELLY TO CHITRAL. By Lieutenant W. G. L. 
Bbynon, D.S.0^ 3rd Ghoorkha Rifles, Staff Officer to Colonel Kelly with the 
Relief Force. With Maps, Plani, and Ulastntioiis. Second Edition. Deoiy 
8to., 78. 6d. 

Bottome. A SUNSHINE TRIP : GLIMPSES OF THE ORIENT. 
Extract! from Letters written by MAaGAaxT Bottomb. With Portrait* ekgaally 

Bradley. HUNTING REMINISCENCES OF FRANK GILLARD 
WITH THE BELVOIR HOUNDS, 1860-1896. Recorded and lUostiated 
by CuTHBKRT Bradley. Sva, 15s. 

BnlL THE CRUISE OF THE • ANTARCTIC ' TO THE SOUTH 
POLAR REGIONS. By H. J. Bull, a member of the Expedition. With 
Frontispiece by W. L. Wylib, A.R.A, and nnmerons foil-page Illastiatioos by 
W. G. buRN-MURDOCH. Demy 8to., 15s. 

Burton, TROPICS AND SNOWS : a Record of Sport and Adventore 
in Many Lands. By Captain R. G. Burton, Indian Staff Corps. lUostiated, 
demy 8vo., 16s. 

Campbell. SIAM IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. (See page 2.) 

Ohapmaii. WILD NORWAY. By Abel Chapman, Author of 'Wild 
Spain.' With Illastrations by Charles Whympbr. Demy 8vo., 16s. 

Odvila THE WORK OF THE NINTH DIVISION. By Major- 
General Sir Henry E Colvilb, K.C.M.G., Ca With 8 Maps. Second 
Edition. Demy 8vo., los. 6d. net. 

FEMbfleld. THE EXPLORATION OF THE CAUCASUS. By 
Douglas W. Frbshfikld, F.R.G.S.» lately President of the Alpine Qnb. 
Illustrated with Photograwes and Maps, 2 yoIl, 4to,f £^ js. neL 

aidchen. WITH THE BRITISH MISSION TO MENELIK, 1897. 
By Count Glbichbn, Grenadier Guards, Intelligence Officer to the Mission. 
Illustrated, demy 8vo., 166. 

Cknrdon. PERSIA REVISITED. With Remarics on H.I.M. Momfier- 
ed-Din Shah, and the Present Situation in Persia (1896). By General Sir T. E 
Gordon, K.C.LE., C.B., CS.L Formerly Military Attach and Oriental 
Secretary to the British Legation at Teheran, Author of * The Roof of the 
World,' eta Demy 870^ with full-page Illustrations, los. 6d. 

Owy. IN MOORISH CAPTIVITY. An Account of the 'Tourmaline' 
Expedition to Sus, 1897-98. By H. M. Grby. Illustrated, demy 8vo., 16s. 

Hall. FISH TAILS AND SOME TRUE ONES. By Bradnock Hall, 
Author of ' Roufl^ Mischance.' With an original Etching by the Author, and 
twelye lull-page Illustrations by T. H. McLachlan. Crown 8vo., 66. 

Hofineyr. THE STORY OF MY CAPTIVITY DURING THE 
TRANSVAAL WAR. By Adrian Hofmbyr. With Portrait. Crowa 
8vo., 6s. 



21 

Macdonam SOLDIERING AND SURVEYING IN BRITISH EAST 
AFRICA. BjMajorJ. R.MacdonalDiRE. Folly lUtistnted. Demy Svo., i6s. 

McNab. A RIDE IN MOROCCO. (See page i.) 

ICeNab. ON VELDT AND FARM, IN CAPE COLONY, BECHUANA- 
LAND, NATALi AND THE TRANSVAAL. By Frances McNab. With 
Map. Second Editioiu Crown Sva, 300 peges, 3a. 6d. 

PeeL TROOPER 8008, I.Y. (See page 5.) 

Percy. HIGHLANDS OF ASIATIC TURKEY. By Earl Percy, M.P. 
With 40 Illustrations from Photographs taken by the Author, and two Maps. 
Demy 8vo., 14s. net 

PhilUppB. WITH RIMINGTON. (See page 3.) 

Pike. THROUGH THE SUB-ARCTIC FOREST. A Record of a 
Canoe Tourney for 4,000 miles, from Fort Wrangel to the Pelly Lakes, and down 
the Yukon to the Behrine Sou By Warburton Pikb, Author of * The Barren 
Grounds of Canada.' with Illustrations by Charlbs Whympbr, from Photo- 
graphs taken by the Author, and a Map. Demy Syo., 168. 

PoUok. FIFTY YEARS' REMINISCENCES OF INDIA. By Lieut.- 
Colonel PoixoK, Author of * Sport in Bormah.' Illustrated by A C Corbguld. 
Demy 8to., 16s. 

Portal. THE BRITISH MISSION TO UGANDA. By the late Sir 
Gbrald Portal, K.C.M.G. Edited by Sir Rsnnsll Rodd, K.CM.G. With 
an Introduction by the Earl of Cromer, G.CM.G. lUustiated from Photos 
taken during the Expedition by Colonel Rhodes. Demy Sra, sis. 

PortaL MY MISSION TO ABYSSINIA. By the late Sir Gerald H. 
Portal, C.B. With Map and Illustrations. Demy 8to., 15s. 

Pzitdiett. PEN AND PENCIL SKETCHES OF SHIPPING AND 
CRAFT ALL ROUND THE WORLD. By R. T. Pritchett. With 50 
frdl-page Illustrations. Demy 8vo., 68. 

Beid. FROM PEKING TO PETERSBURG. A Journey of Fiffy Days 
m 1898. By Arnot Rsid. With Portrait and Map. Second Edition. Large 
crown 8to., 7s. 6d. 

SlAtill and Wingate. FIRE AND SWORD IN THE SUDAN. By 
Sir Rudolf Slatin Pasha, K.CM.G. Translated and Edited by Sir F. R. 
WiNGATB, K.C. M.G., Sirdar of the Egyptian Army. Fully Illustrated. Popular 
Edition. 68. Also a few copies of the Original Edition. Demy 8vo., ais. net. 

Smith. THROUGH UNKNOWN AFRICAN COUNTRIES. By A. 
Donaldson Smith, M.D., F.RG.S. With Illustratiotts by A D. McCormick 
and Charlbs Whymper. Super royal 8ya, One Guinea net 

Stone. IN AND BEYOND THE HIMALAYAS : A RECORD OF 
SPORT AND TRAVEL. By S. J. Stons, hite Deputy Inspector-General of 
Uie Punjab Police. With 16 full-page Illustrations hy Charlbs Whympbr. 
Demy 8va, 16s. 

ThomiNKm. REMINISCENCES OF THE COURSE, THE CAMP, 
AND THE CHASE By Colonel R. F. Mbysby Thompson. Large crown 
8yo., los. 6d. 

Warkwortk NOTES FROM A DIARY IN ASIATIC TURKEY 
By Earl Pbrcy (then Lord Warkworth). With numerous Photogravures. 
Fcap. 4to., ais. net 
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THE SPORTSMAN'S LIBRARY. 

Edited hf the Ri|^t Hoo. Sir Hbkbbkt BIaxwul, But, M.P. 

A Re-iHae« in handtome Tolnmei, of certain cue and entertaining books on 
Sport, carefollj lelected by the Editor, and Dlastrated by the best 
Sporting Artiits of the day, and with Reprodactions of old Flatei^ 

library Edition, 15s. a ▼olnme. Large-Pftper Edition, limited to joo copies, 
Two Guinea! a Toiame. Also obtainable in Sets only, in fine leiUfaer 
*' ** Prices on application. 



VOLUMB L 

gmith. THE LIFE OF A FOX, AND THE DIARY OF A HUNTS- 
MAN. By Thomas Smith, Master of the Hambledon and Pytdiley Hounds. 
With Illustrations by the Author, and Coloared Plates by G. H. Jalland. 

Sir Raltm Patms-Galwbt, Bart., writM : ' It b earaeDent and baantilany prodooed. 

* Is wan to appeal to ew e iyou e who has had, or b about to hare, a cfaimoe of a nm vith Ae 
hounds, and thoiie to whom an nnldpdly fikte dauas thb boon wOl enjoy it for th« joyoos nnaic 
of the hoonds which it brings to rdieve the winter of oar di s c o n tent ftnid Londoa wgm,*^Fmtt 
MmUG^mtU, 

* It will be a cbasic of fox-bnnttnc till the end of time.'— K«nls;i6v /*m<. 
< Mo hvatttf men shoold be without thb book in their ]ibnuies.'—Jr#rii^ 



Volume IL 

Thonton. A SPORTING TOUR THROUGH THE NORTHERN 
PARTS OF ENGLAND AND GREAT PART OF THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND. By Colonel T. Thornton, of Thomville Royal, in 
Yorkshire. With the Original lUnstnitioos by Ga&xakd, and other mastiations 
and Coloared Plates by G. £. Lodqb. 

* Sportsmen of all descriptiooa will gladly welcome the sonmtnoos new edition imaed fay Mr. 
Edward Arnold of Colonel T. Thornton's "Sporting Toor," rach has loiw been a acaroe book. 

* It b ezceUent reading for all intarestad b sport.'— ITiteil mml WkU$. 

* A hftwi**^*"** irolume. effBctaTdy Qlostmted with coloared plates by G. E. Lodge, nod with 
portraits and selections nom the original illastnuions, themadves characteristic orthe art and 
iportofthe time.'— roMW. 

Volume IIL 

CkNOnopolite. THE SPORTSMAN IN IRELAND. By a Cosmopolitb. 
With Coloured Platei and Bhck and White Drawings by P. Chbnsviz T&bnch, 
and reproductions of the original Illnstiations drawn by R. Allen, and engraved 
by W. Wbstall, A.R.A. 

* This is a moat readable and entcftaining book.*— Asfl Mmtt GmuHt. 

< As to the "get up " of the book we can only repeat what we said on the appearance of the 
llrtt of the set, that the series consists of the most tastefol and j-h^i-iwiwg vonunes at pteaent 
being issaedby the English Press, and collectors of handsome books shoold find them not only 
an ornament to their slMlves, bot also a soond ' * 
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Volume IV. 

Bttkatoy. REMINISCENCES OF A HUNTSMAN. By the Hon. 
Grantlky F. Bbrkklby. With a Coloured Fh>ntispieoe and the original 
lUustratioDs by John Lkbch, and several Coloared Plates and other lUostrations 
by G. H. Jalland. 

* The latest addition to the sumptuous " Sportsman's Library * b here rorodnoed widi all 
possible aid from the printer and binder, widi illnstradons from the pendls 01 Leech and GL H. 
Jalland/— (;i^. 

' The Hon. Grantley F. Berkeley had one grant quality of the ractmiwr. His silf iiinielfcini 
and displays of vanity are delightml.'— 7¥esr«. 
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Volume V. 

Serope. THE ART OF DEERSTALKING. By WILLIAM SCROPE. 
With Frontispiece by Edwin Landsbbr, and nine Fhotogravare Plates of the 
original Illustrations. 

'With the fine iUostntioat by the Landaeen and Serope himself, this forms a most worthy 
nnmbor of a splendid series. '^/'otf MtUl Gtuttte. 

* Among the works published in connection with field sports In Scotland^ none probably haTS 
been more sought after than those of William Serope, and although pobhsbed more than fifty 
years aso, they are still as fresh as ever, full of pleasant anecdot^ and valuable for the many 
practiau hints which they convey to inexperienced sportsiata.*^FuUL 

Volume VI. 

mmrod. THE CHASE, THE TURF, AND THE ROAD. By Nimrod. 
With a PhotograTore Portrait of the Aathor by D. Maclisb, R.A, and with 
Coloured Photogravure and other Plates from the original Illustrations by 
Alken, and several reproductions of old Portraits. 

' Sir Herbert Maxwell has perf<»med a real service for all who care for nport in repuUishing 
Nimrod's admirable wers. The book is admirably printed and produced both in the nrntter 
of illustrations and of bmding.'— kS*/. Jtuiu^s GtugtU. 

< A thoroughly well got-up book.'— fTtfriUL 

Volume VII. 

Serope. DAYS AND NIGHTS OF SALMON FISHING. By William 
ScROPB. ¥nth coloured Lithographic and Photogravure reproductions of the 
original Plates. 

' This great classic of sport has been rdssned by Mr. Edward Arnold in charming form.'— 



COUNTRY HOUSE. 

Brown. POULTRY-KEEPING AS AN INDUSTRY FOR FARMERS 
AND COTTAGERS. By Edward Brown, F.L.S., SecreUry of the National 
Poultry Organization Society. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo., Illustrated, 6s. 

BY THB SAME AUTHOR, 

PLEASURABLE POULTRY-KEEPING. FuUy Illustrated. One vol., 
crown 8to., doth, 2s. 6dL 

INDUSTRIAL POULTRY-KEEPING. Fully Illustrated. New Edition. 

IS. 

POULTRY FATTENING. FuUy lUustrated. New Edition. Crown 8vo., 
IS. 6d. 

fliwinltigham THE DRAUGHTS POCKET MANUAL. ByJ.G. CUN- 
NiNGHAif. An introduction to the Game in all its brandies. Small 8vo., wiUk 
numerous diagrams, is. 6d. 

Elliot. AMATEUR CLUBS AND ACTORS. Edited by W. G. Elliot. 
With numerous Illustrations by C M. Newton. Laige 8vo., 15s. 

Ellacombe. IN A GLOUCESTERSHIRE GARDEN. By the Rev. 
H. N. Ellaoombb, Vicar of Bitton, and Honoranr Canon of Bristol. Audior 
of * Plant Lore and Garden Craft of Shakespeare.'^ With new Illustrations by 
Major E. K Rickbtts. Second Edition. Crown 8vo., doth, (Ss. 
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Qeone. KING EDWARD'S COOKERY BOOK. (See page 5.) 

Hole, A BOOK ABOUT ROSES. By the Very Rev. S. Reynolds 
Hole, Demn of Rochetter. Eighteenth Editkn. IllastratedbyH. G. MooMmnd 
G. S. Elgood, R.I. PietenUtkm Editioo, with Coloured PUtes, 6b. Popolar 
Edition, js. 6d. 

Hole. A BOOK ABOUT THE GARDEN AND THE GARDENER. 
By Dean Holb. Popnlar Edition, crown Sva, 3s. 6d. 

Holt. FANCY DRESSES DESCRIBED. By Ardkrn Holt. An 
Alphabetical Diodooaiy of Fancy Coitnniei. With fiill aocoenti of the Dreaea. 
About 60 lUnstiationa Dy Lillian Young. Many of then ooloaied. OnevoL, 
demy 8vo.i y* ^^ d^ 

Holt. GENTLEMEN'S FANCY DRESS AND HOW TO CHOOSE 
IT. By Au>BUf Holt. New and Reviaed Edition. With JUuatiatiaos. 
Paper boards, as. 6d. ; doth, js. 6d. 

MuwelL MEMORIES OF THE MONTHS (First and Second Series). 
By the Right Hon. Sir Hb&bkrt Maxwkll, Bart, M.P. With Photogravure 
Illustrations. Large crown 8yo., 2 vols, (sold separately), 7s. 6d. each. 

'WYVERN'8' COOKERY BOOKS. 

Kenney-Heihert COMMON-SENSE COOKERY : Based on Modem 
English and Continental Principles Worked out in Detail Large crown 8va, 
Qiver 500 pages, ys. 6d. 

BY THB SAMS AUTHOR^ 

FIFTY BREAKFASTS : containing a great variety of New and Simple 
Recipes for Breakfast Dishes. Small 8to.i as. 6d. 

FIFTY DINNERS. Small 8va, doth, 28.^. 

FIFTY LUNCHES. Small 8va, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Bhorlaild. CYCLING FOR HEALTH AND PLEASURE. By 
L. H. POKTBK, Author of 'Wheels and Wheelmg,' etc. Revised and edited by 
F. W. Shorland, Amateur Champion 1893-93-94. With numerous lUustiations, 
small 8Ta, as. 6d. 

Smith. THE PRINCIPLES OF LANDED ESTATE MANAGE- 
MENT. By Hbney Hkebbet Smith, Fellow of the Institute of Survma; 
Agent to the Marquess of Lansdowne, K.G., the Earl of Ciewcb Lord Memueiw 
etc. Yfiih Flans and Illustrations. Demy 8va, i6e. 

White.^ PLEASURABLE BEE-KEEPING. By C. N. White, Lecturer 
to the County Councils of Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, etc Fidly illustrated. 
One foL, crown 8Ta, doth, as. 6d. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bea CONVERSATIONAL OPENINGS AND ENDINGS. By Mrs. 
Hugh Bell. Square 8vo., 28. 6d. 

OloiurtoiL THE CHIPPENDALE PERIOD IN ENGLISH FURNI- 
TURE. Bv K. Warren Clouston. With aoo lUustnitioni by the Author. 
Demy 4ta9 handflomely bound, One Guinea net 

Pell. BRITISH MERCHANT SEAMEN IN SAN FRANCISCO. By 
the Rev. Jambs Fell. Crown 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

GREAT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Eton — Harrow — Winchester — 
Rugby — Westminster — Marlborough — Cheltenham — Haileybury — 
Clifton — Charterhouse. \^th nearly 100 Illustrations by the best artists. 
Popular Edition. One voL, large imperial i6mo., handsomely bound, 3s. 6d. 

HARROW SCHOOL. Edited by E. W. HowsoN and G. Townsend 
Warner. With a Pre£Eu:e by Earl Spencer, K.G., D.C.L., Chairman of the 
Goiremors of Harrow SchooL And Contributions by Old Harrovians and Harrow 
Masters. Illustrated with a large number of original lull-page and other Pen- 
and-ink Drawings by Mr. Herbert Marshall. With several Photogravure 
Portraits and reproductions of objects of interest. One vol., crown 4to., One 
Guinea net A Large-Paper Edition, limited to 150 copies, Three Guineas net 

Hartshome. OLD ENGLISH GLASSES. An Account of Glass Drinking- 
Vessels in England from Early Times to the end of the Eighteenth Century. 
With Introductory Notices of Continental Glasses during the same period. 
Original Documents, etc Dedicated by special permission to Her Majesty the 
Queen. By Albert Hartshorne, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. Illus- 
trated by nearly 70 full-page Tinted or Coloured Plates in the best style of litho- 
graphy, and several hundred outline Illustrations in the text Super royal 4ta, 
Three Guineas net 

Heischell. THE BEGGARS OF PARIS. Translated from the French 
of M. Louis Paulian by Lady Herschsll. Crown 8va, is. 

Pilkillgton. IN AN ETON PLAYING FIELD. The Adventures of 
some old Public School Boys in East London. By E. M. S. Pilkington. 
Fcap. 8vo., handsomely bound, 2s. 6d. 

Powles. THE KHAKI ALPHABET. By L. D. Powles. Illustrated 
by Tom Browne. Fcap. 4to., is. net 



ILLUSTRATED HUMOROUS BOOKS. 

Ames. REALLY AND TRULY. By Mr. and Mrs. ERNEST Ames. 
Twenty splendidly Coloured Plates, with amusing verses, depicting the great 
events of the nineteenth century. 4to., 3s. 6d. 

H. B. and R T. R MORE BEASTS FOR WORSE CHILDREN. 
By H. B. and B. T. B Grotesque pictures in black and white, and inimitably 
clever verses. 4to., with coloured cover, 3s. 6d. 

BY THE SAME AUTHORS. 

A MORAL ALPHABET : In words of from one to seven syllables. Fully 
Illustrated, 3s. 6d. 

THE MODERN TRAVELLER. Fully Illustrated, with coloured cover. 
4to., 5s. 6d. 



26 

Lodcwood. THE FRANK LOCKWOOD SKETCH-BOOK. Being a 
Selection of Sketches by the Ute Sir Fkank Lockwood, Q.C, M.P. Third 
Edition. Oblong royal 4ta9 loi. 6d. 

Powks. THE KHAKI ALPHABET. By L. D. Powles. With 26 loll- 
page Illastrations by Tom Browns. Foolscmp 4to., is. net 

Read. TAILS WITH A TWIST. An Animal Picture-Book by E. T. 
Rbbd, Aothor of *Pre-Historic Peeps,' etc. With Veises by <A Belgian 
Harb.' Oblong demy 4ta. 3s. 6d. 

8traun«r. RUTHLESS RHYMES FOR HEARTLESS HOMES. 
By Col. D. Stmamsr. With Pictures by * G. H.' Obloog 410., 3s. 6d. 

SCI ENCE AND PHILOSOPHY. 

Anold-Fonter. ARMY LETTERS, 1897-98. By H. O. Arnold- 

FORSTBR, M.P. Crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Dnlby. BALANCING OF ENGINES. (See page 6.) 

FbUMn. PHOTOTHERAPY. (See page 6.) 

OfallAin. ENGLISH POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY : an Exposition and 
Criticism of the Systems of Hobbes, Locke, Burke, Bentlutm, Mill and Maine. 
By William Graham, M. A, Professor of Turisprudence and Political Economy 
at Queen's CoUege, Belfast. Octavo, los. od. net 

mil. A MANUAL OF HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. By Leonard Hnx, 
M.B. Nearly 500 pages and 170 Illustrations. Crown 8yo., 6a. 

Holland. SUGGESTIONS FOR A SCHEME OF OLD AGE PEN- 
SIONS. By the Hon. Lionrl Holland. Crown 8vo., is. 6d. 

Hntehiaon. FOOD AND THE PRINCIPLES OF DIETETICS. By 
Robert Hutchison, M.D. Edin., M.R.C.P., Assistant Physician to the 
London Hospital and to the Hospital for Sick Qiildren, Great Ormond Street 
Third Impression. Illustrated. Demy 8vo., 16s. net. 

Keith. HUMAN EMBRYOLOGY AND MORPHOLOGY. (See pi 6. 

Kelaey. PHYSICAL DETERMINATIONS. (See page 6.) 

Lehfeldt. A TEXT-BOOK OF PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY. By Dr. R. 
A Lbhfbldt, Professor of Physics at the East London Technical College. 
Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

Lonia. TRAVERSE TABLES. B^r Henry Louis, M.A, A.R.S.M., 
F.I.C., F.G.S., etc.. Professor of Mining and Lecturer on Surveying, Durham 
College, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; and G. W. Caunt, M.A Demy 8vo., 
4s. 6d. net 

liatthewB. HANDBOOK ON FERMENTATION. (See page 6l) 

Morgan. ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR. By C. Lloyd Morgan, F.R.S., 

Principal of University College, Bristol. With numerous Illustrations. Laige 
crown, los. 6d. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

HABIT AND INSTINCT: A STUDY IN HEREDITY. Demy 8vo^ i6s 

THE SPRINGS OF CONDUCT. Cheaper Edition. Large crown 8vo., 
3*. 6d. 

PSYCHOLOGY FOR TEACHERS. With a Pre&ce by Sir Joshua 

FITCH, M.A., LL.D., late one of H.M. Chief Inspectors of Training Colleges. 
Fourth Edition. One voL, crown 8vo., doth, 3s. 6d. 
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Madge. TEXT-BOOK OF ZOOLOGY. (See page 6.) 

Pliget. WASTED RECORDS OF DISEASE. By Charles £. Paget, 

Lecturer on Public Health in Owens College, Medical Officer of Health for 
Salford, etc Qrown 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

PeaxBOn. THE CHANCES OF DEATH, and other Studies in Evolution. 
By Karl Pearson, F.R.S., Author of * The Ethic of Free Thought/ etc 
2 vols., demy Svo., lUustratedi 25s. net. 

Pembrey. THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF DRUGS. By M. S. 
Pbmbrey and C. D. F. Phillips. (See page 6.) 

Perry. CALCULUS FOR ENGINEERS. By Professor John Perry 

F.R.S. Third Edition. Crown 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

Bichmond. AN ESSAY ON PERSONALITY AS A PHILOSOPHI- 
CAL PRINCIPLE. By the Rev. W. Richmond, M.A 8vo., los. 6d. 

Shaw. A TEXT-BOOK OF NURSING FOR HOME AND HOSPITAL 
USE. By C Wbbks Shaw. Revised and largely re-written by W. Radford, 
Honse Surgeon at the Poplar Hospital, under the supervision of Sir Dycb Duck- 
worth, M.D., F.RC.P. Fully Illustrated, crown 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

Taylor. THE ALPHABET. By Isaac Taylor, M.A., LL D., Canon 
of York. New Edition, 2 vols., demy Svo., ais. 

Van T. Hoff. LECTURES ON THEORETICAL AND PHYSICAL 
CHEMISTRY. By Dr. J. H. Van *T. Hofp, Professor at the Umversity of 
Berlin. Translated by Prof. R. A. Lbhfbldt. 3 vols, demy 8vo., 288. net. 
Or obtainable separately as follows : Part I. — Chemical Dynamics. 12s. net. 
Part II. — Chemiod Statics. 8s. 6d. net. Part III. — Relations between Properties 
and Constitution. 7s. 6d. net 

YALE BICENTENNIAL PUBLICATIONS. (Sec page 11.) 



PRACTICAL SCIENCE MANUALS. 

Dyrnond. CHEMISTRY FOR AGRICULTURAL STUDENTS. By 
T. S. Dymond, of the County Technical Laboratories, Chelmsford. Crown 
8vo., 2S. 6d. 

Halliday. STEAM BOILERS. By G. Halliday, late Demonstrator at 
the Finsbury Technical College. Fully Illustrated, crown 8vo., 5s. 

Wilson. ELECTRICAL TRACTION. By Ernest Wilson, M.I.E.E., 
Professor of Electncal Engineering at King^s College, London. Illustrated. 
Crown 8vo., 5s. 

THE NATIONAL REVIEW. 

Edited by L, J. MAXSE. 
Price Half-a-Crown net Monthly. 
The 'National Review' is the leading Unionist and Conservative 
Review in Great Britaia Since it passed into the control and editor- 
ship of Mr. Leo Maxse, most of the leaders of the Unionist Party have 
contributed to its pages, including the Marquis of Salisbury, Mr. Arthur 
Balfour, Mr. J. Chamberlain, and Lord George Hamilton. The episodes 
of the month, which give a masterly review of the important£events of 
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the preceding month, fonn a valuable feature of the Review, which now 
occupies a unique position among monthly periodicals. 

PUBUOATIOn 07 THE DIDIA 07FIOI AHD OF THE OOTBRinmiT OF IHina. 

Mr. Rdwako AmoLD, having been aopointed Pablnher to the Secretary of State for India in 
CooDciL has now on tale the above pobucatioos at 37 Bedfiocd Street, Strand, and is pRpaied to 
supply tnl] infixnation oonceming thai 00 



Any of the Maps in this magnifirwnt series can nam be obtained at tiw shortest notkr fioB 
Mr. Edwaid Asmold, Pablisher to the India Offce. 



OAT ALOaiUE OF WORKS OF QEMBBAL UTBRATOBB. 

dBMBAL OATALOODB OF EDVGAnOHAL WOBXSL indndins the principal pablicatians of 
MesHS. Gtnn and Company, IMncstional Publishers, of Boston ana New York. 

oataiooub of wosks foe ube df elbhbetaet sghooui. 
ulubteaibd uet of books foe febsehts ahd feizes. 



BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG. 

SIJT SHILLINGS EACH, 

FIRE AND SWORD IN THE SUDAN. By Sir Rudolph Slatin and Sir F. R. 
WwoATV. (See pa^o sz.) 

MOONFLEET. By J. MsAOB Falknek. (See page 18.) 

FIVE SHILLINGS EACH 

SNOW-SHOES AND SLEDGES. By Kiu Mdnrob. FnUy fllnstiated. 
Oown 8to., doth, 5s. 

RICK DALE. By Kirk Munrob. Fully illostrated. Crown Syo., doth, 5a. 

THE FUR SEAL'S TOOTH. By Kiuc Munrob. FoUy illustrated. Crown 
Svoti, doth, 5** 

HOW DICK AND MOLLY WENT ROUND THE WORLD. By M. H. 
CoKMWALi. Lbgk. With numerous Illustzations. Fcap. 4to., 5s. 

HOW DICK AND MOLLY SAW ENGLAND. By M. H. Cornwall 

Lbgk. IK^tfa nnmerons inostrations. Foolscap 4to., $•• 

DR. GILBERT'S DAUGHTERS. By Maroarbt Harribt Mathbws. 
Illustrated by Cbus. Hammokd. &own Sva, doth, si- 

ERIC THE ARCHER. By Mauricb H. Hbrvby. 'Wth 8 foil-page lUastratiooa. 
Handsomely bound, crown sVo., 5s. 

THE REEF OF GOLD. By Mauricb H. Hbrvbt. With mimeroiis fall-page 

IllnstratioDS, handsomely bound, v^ edges, 5s. 

BAREROCK ; or, The Island of Pearls. By IIbnry Nash. With nameroos 
Ittnstcataons by Lamcbu>t Spbbd. Large crown 8vo., handsomdy bound, gilft edffss, 51. 

WAGNER'S HEROES. By Constancb Maud. Ulostiated by H. Granyillb 

FblIm Ckown Svo., s^ 

WAGNER'S HEROINES. By Constancb Maud. Illustrated by W. T. Maud. 
Grown StOp 5** 

THREE SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE EACH, 

TALES FROM HANS ANDERSEN. With nearly 40 Original lUustiatioiis 
by E. A Lbmaiim. Small 4to., handsomely bound in doth, 3s. 6d. 

THE SNOW QUEEN, and other Tales. By Hans Christian Andbrsbm. 
BeantiiaUy iOustzated by Miss S. A Lbmamn. Small 4to., handsoBdy booad, js. 6d. 
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HUNTERS THREE. By Thomas W. Knox, Author of 'The Boy TraTcllen/ 
etc. With nmnuroiu lUaitmtioni. Ckown 8vo., doth, 

THE SECRET OF THE DESERT. By E. D. Fawcbtt. With nomeroiis 

ftiU-i«g« lUnstrmtioos. Crown 8vo., doth, at. 6d. 

JOEL : A BOY OF GALILEE. By Annib Fbllows Johnston. With ten 

foll-IMige lUastntions. Ciown 8vo., doth, 3s. 6d. 

THE MUSHROOM CAVE. By Evrltn Raymond. With lUoatrations. 
Ckown Srok, doth* 3S> 6cL 

THE DOUBLE EMPEROR. By W. Laikd Clowbs, Author of *The Great 
P«ril,' etc. lUnstntwL Oown Bifo., 3s. 6d. 

SWALLOWED BY AN EARTHQUAKE. By E. D. Fawcbtt. lUns- 
tnted* UPOWB 8vtx, 3^ od* 

HARTMANN THE ANARCHIST ; or, The Doom of the Great Qty. By 
B. DooGLAS FAWorrr. With nztacn fnll-iMffe and nnmeroatj smaller lUnstrndou bj F. T. 
Jamb* Qpowd Stow, doth, 3s. 6d. 

ANIMAL SKETCHES : a Popular Book of Natural Hiftoiy. By Vmkma C. 
Iaotd Mobgan, F.R.S. Ckown 8yo., doth, 3s. 6d. 

ROME THE MIDDLE OF THE WORLD. By Alicb Gardnbk. Illustrated. 

Clodi, 3t. 6d« 

TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE, 

FRIENDS OF THE OLDEN TIME. 'Bf Alicb Ga&dnbr, Lecturer in 

History at Newnham CoOege, Cambridge. Third Bditioii. ^ lUnstntted. Sqoan Sva, as. 6d. 

TWO SHILLINGS EACH. 

THE CHILDREN'S FAVOURITE SERIES. A: Charming Series of Juvenile 
Books, cadi i^cntifblly IUiistrated| and written in simp]e| language to pkase yoong readers. 
"" * eadft ; or, gilt edges, as. m. 

My Bo6k Of PttOi. 
Ify Book of Fatry Take. 
!& Book of Birtoiy Take. 
» Btoiy Book of Anlmala. 
BnymM tut Toa and Ma. 
My Book of iBTonUoni. 



My Book of Wondon. 
My Book of TraTOl SlorlM. 
My Bo6k of AdTutarM. 
My Book of the Sea. 
i^ Book of FaUM. 
Doodiof eoid. 
1^ Book of HOKOini. 

THE LOCAL SERIES. 

no Btocy of Lanoaihlre. 
Tlia Btoiy of Torkihira. 
Hie Btoiy of the Midlaadi. 
The Stoiy of London. 



Tlia Btoiy of Walaf. 

The Story of Hootland. 

The Story of the Wort Oonntry. 

The Stoiy of tlio Nortk Oonntry. 



ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE EACH. 

THE CHILDREN'S HOUR SERIES. 

All with Pull-paffs Illustrations. 
THE PALACE ON THE MOOR. By E. Davbnfort Adams, is. 6d. 
TOBY'S PROMISE. By A. M. Hopkinson. is. 6d. 
MASTER MAGNUS. By Mrs. E. M. Field, is. 6d. 
MY DOG PLATO. By BL H. Cornwall Lboh. is. 6d. 



AN ILLUSTRATED GEOGRAPHY. By Albxis Fryb and A. J. Hbrbbrtson. 
Royal 4to., 7s. 6d. and 5s. 



30 

THE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION SERIES. 

This splendid Series, issued under the general editorship of Dr. William T. 
Harris, United Sutes Commissioner of Education, has now reached a point when it 
may claim to provide a Complete Library for Teachers and Students on all the main 
subjects connected with their Training and Professional Work. Psychology, 
PhUoaophy, and History, so far as they bear upon Education and Practical Methods 
of Teaching, are treated in a number of interesting volumes by the highest authorities^ 
Special attention is drawn to the complete series of translations from Froebd, and to 
those from Rousseau, Fouill^ Preyer, and Herbart, forming in themselves m small 
library of the Classics of Education. 

By the courtesy of the copyright owners, we are enabled this year for the 6ist time 
to include three works which have hitherto not been obtainable in this Series in the 
British Empire. 

LIST OF THE SF.RTF?v 
The Philosophy of Education. Translated from the German of Dr. K. Rosen- 

KHANTZp Professor of Philosophy it the Univcnity of KOm^pAitTg. 6b. 

FouiU^'s Education from a National Standpoint. Translated by W. }. 

GRBSNSTiUtBT, M.A., Headmaster of the Marling School, Stroad. 7s. 6d. 

The Site and Early Constitution of Universities. With a Surrey of 

Medieval Educatioo. By S. S. Laukib, LL.D., Professor of Education in EdialMirgh 
Univeisiiy* 6s. 

Bousseau's Emile ; or, A Treatise on Education. Translated and Edited 

by W. H. Paynb, Ph.D., lLD. 6s. 

Dickens as an Educator. By J. L. Hughes, Inspector of Schools, Toronto. 

Crown 8yo., cloth. 6s. 

Essays on Educational Beformers. By the Ute Robert Herbert Quick, 

M.A. (By permission of Messrs. Longmans and Ca) 6s. 

A History of Education. By Professor F. V. N. Painter. 68. 

This work is a complete survey of Ute field of educational progress, indoding (x) The Oriental 
Nations, (9) The Ancient Classical Nations, (3) Christian Edncatioa before the Refonnation, (4) 
Education from the Reformaticm to the Pnaent Time. 

English Education in the Elementary and Secondary Schools. By 

Isaac Sharplbss, LL.D. With a Preface by W. T. Harris. 4s. 6d. 

A History of Education in the U.S.A. By R. G. Boone. 68. 

European Schools; or, What I saw in the Schools of Germany, 
FnuMeb Austria, and Swltnrlaad. By L. R. Klbmm, Ph.D. 8s. 6d. 

The Secondary School System of Germany. By Frederick E. Bolton. 68. 

The Evolution of the Massachusetts Public School ByMtem. By G. 

H. Martin, M.A., Supervisor of Public Schools, Boston, Massachusetts. 6b. 

The School Sjrstem of Ontario. By the Hon. G. W. Ross, LL.D., formerly 

Minister of Edncattoo for the Province of Ontaiia 43. 6d. 

The Higher Education of Women in Europe. Translated from the 

German of Miss Hblbns Langs by Dr. L. R. Klbmm. 4s. 6d. 

The Education of the Greek People. By Thomas Davidson, ds. 
Froebel's Education of Han. Translated by W. N. Hailman. 61. 
Froebel's Peda^o^cs of the Kindergrarten. 6s. 
The Mottoes and Oommentaries of Froebel's Mother Play. The 

Mottoes rendered into English verse by Hbnkistta Euotj the Prose Commentaries translated 
and accompanied by an Introdaction on the Philosophy of Froebel by Susam B. Blow. 68. 
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The Songs and Music of FroebePs Mother Play. 6s. 

Symbolic Education. A Commentary on Froebel's Mother Play. By Susan 

E. Blow. 6s. 

Troebel's Educational Laws for all Teachers. By J, L. Hughes, 

Inspector of Schools, Toronta A Comprelieiisi-ve Eacpoaition of Froebel's Pnndples as appUed ia 
the Kiodergarten, the School, the Umversity, or the Home. 66. 

Froebel's Education by Development. Translated by J. Jarvis. 68. 
Letters to a Mother on the Philosophy of Froebel. By Susan E. 

Blow, Anthor of ' Mottoes uid Commentaries of Froebefs Mother Play,' etc. (>own Svo. 6s. 

Adler's Moral Instruction of Children. 66. 

Montaigne's The Education of Children. Translated by L. E. Rector. 

4S.6d. 

The InfiEUit Mind: or, Mental Development in the Child. Translated 

from the German of W. Pxxver, Professor of Physiology in the Universtty of Jena. 4s. 6d. 

The Senses and the Will. Part I. of < The Mind of the Child.' By Professor 
W. Prsybk. (TransUted.) 6s. 

The Development of the Intellect. Part II. of <The Mind of the Child.' 

By Professor W. Prbykr. (Translated.) 6s. 

A Text-book on Psychology. Translated from the German of Johann 
FaiBDSiCH Hbrbart. 4s. 6d. 

Herbart's A.B.O. of Sense-Perception. By William J. Eckoff, Ph.D. 6s. 
The Intellectual and Moral Development of the Child. Translated 

From the French of Gabkiel CoMPAVRi, Recteur of the Academy of Poictiers. 6s. 

Elementary Psychology and Education. By Dr. J. Baldwin. 6s, 
Psychologic Foundations of Education. By the Editor, W. T. Harris. 6s. 
Psychology Applied to the Art of Teaching. By Dr. J. Baldwin. 

Frofessor of Pedagogy in the University of Texas. 6s. 

The Study of the Child. A Brief Treatise on the Psycholc^ of the Child. 
With Suggestions for Teachers, StudenU, and Parents. By A. R. Taylor, Ph.D. 6a. 

The Bibliography of Education. By W. S. Munrob. 8s. 6d. 

The Principles and Practice of Teaching. By J. Johonnot. 6s. 

School Management and School Methods. By J. Baldwin. 6s. 

Practical Hints for Teachers. By Gborgb Howland. 4s. 6d. 

School Supervision. By J. L. Pickard. 4s. 6d. 

The Ventilation and Warming of School BuUdings. With Plans and 

I^Mgrams. By Gilbxrt B. Morrison. 4s. 6d. 

How to study Geography. By Francis W. Parker. 6s. 

How to Study and Teach History. By B. A. Hinsdalb, Ph.D., LL.D. 6s. 

Systematic Science Teaching. By E. G. Hows. 6fi. 

Advanced Elementary Science. By E. G. Hows. 6s. 

Teaching the Language Arts. By B. A. Hbnsdalb. 4s. 6d. 

The Psychology of Kumber and its Applications to Methods of 

TtaehUlg ArlthmstiO. By J. A. MacLbllak, LL.D., Princind of the Ontario School of 
Pedagogy, Toronto, and John Dbwxy, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy in the Univenity of 
Oilcago. 6s. 

Memorv : What It is and How to Improve It. By David Kay, Anthor 

of * Edncation and Educators.' 6s. [Byptrmusum. 

Student Life and Customs. By Henry D. ShbldoNi Ph.D. 5s. net. 

An Ideal School : or, Looking Forward. By Prbston W. Search. 5s. net. 
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